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LIFE or THE AUTHOR. "7 


WILLIAM LOWTH, the ex- 
cellent Author of this Work, the 
ſon of William Lowth, apothecary 
and citizen of London, and Mary 
his wife, daughter of William Short, 
eſq. of Weſtminſter, was born in 
the pariſh of St. Martin, Ludgate, 
September 11, 1661. He was de- 
ſcended from a family originally of 
Lincolnſhire, and afterward ſettled 
at. Sawtry, in the county of Hun- 
tingdon, whoſe eſtate above two 
hundred years ago, the entail bEing 
cut off, paſſed away to an heireſs, 

married to a younger ſon of fir John 
_- Cornwallis, one of the anceſtors of 
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marquis Cornwallis. His father was 
a great ſufferer by the dreadful fire 
of London in 1666. At the time 
of this great calamity, his ſon Wil- 
Ham was in Berkſhire, under the care 
of his grandfather, Simon Lowth, 
rector of Tyleſhurſt in that county; 
to whom he had been probably ſent 
the year before, on account of the 
- plague then raging in the city. His 
grandfather took great care of his 
education, and initiated him very 
early in letters. He was afterward 
ſent to Merchant Tailor's ſchool in 
London, where he made ſo great a 
progreſs in learning, that he was 
elected thence into St. John's col- 
lege, Oxford, in June 1675, being 
then not fourteen years of age. Here 
he regularly took the degrees of maſ- 
ter of arts, and bachelor in divinity. 
His eminent worth and- learning re- 
commended him to the favour of 


LIFE OF THE AUTHOR, ' Xl 


Dr. Peter Mew, biſhop of Winche(- 
ter, who had been preſident of St, 
John's college. This prelate made 
him his chaplain, and conferred 
upon him a prebend in his cathedral 
in the year 1696, and the rectory 
of Buriton, with the chapel of Pe- 
tersfield, in Hampſhire, in 1699. 
Thus fituate in life, the labours 
of Mr. Lowth appear to have been 
ſtrictly confined within the limits of 
his own province, and applied ſolely 
to the peculiar duties of his func- 
tion: yet, in order that he might ac- 
quit himſelf the better in theology, 
he had purſued his ſtudies with a 
more general and extenſive view. 
Few were more deeply verſed in 
eriticiſm; there being ſearce any 
ancient author, Greek or Latin, pro- 
fane or eccleſiaſtical, eſpecially the 
latter, but what he had read with 
great attention, conſtantly accompa- 
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nying his reading with critical and 


philological remarks. Of his col- 


lections in this way, he was on 
all occaſions very communicative. 


Hence his notes on Clemens A- 


lexandrinus, which are to be found 
in Potter's edition of that father. 
Hence his remarks on * Joſephus,” 
communicated to Hudſon for his 
edition, and acknowledged in the 


preface: as alſo thoſe larger and 


more numerous annotations on the 
« Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtorians,” inſerted 
in Reading's edition of them. The 
author of Bibliotheca Biblica” was 
indebted to him for the ſame kind 
aſſiſtance. Chandler, biſhop of Dur- 
ham, while engaged in his Defence 
of Chriſtianity,” and“ Vindication” 
of the Defence, held a conſtant cor- 
| reſpondence with him, and conſult- 
ed him on many difficulties that 
occurred in the courſe@F that work. 
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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. Kiii 


His own Works are, 1. A Vin- 
dication of the Divine Authority and 
Inſpiration of the Old and New 
Teſtament, 1692,” T2mo. which, in 


1699, was followed by a ſecond edi- 


tion, “with Amendments, and a 
new Preface, wherein the Antiquity 
of the Pentateuch is aſſerted, and 
vindicated from ſome late Objec- 
tions.” 2. Directions for the pro- 
fitable Reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, 1708,” 12mo. to the fixth 
edition of which, in 1784, the Life 


of the Author was firſt prefixed. 4. - 


Two Sermons preached in the Ca- 
thedral of Wincheſter, at the Aſſizes 
in 1714, entitled, Religion the diſ- 
tinguiſhing Character of Human Na- 
ture, on Job xxviii. 28. and The 
Wiſdom of acknowledging Divine 
Revelation, on Matt. xi. 10.“ 4. 
« A Commentary on the Prophet 
Ifaiah, 1714.” 4to. 5. On Jere- 
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miah, 1718.” 6. « On Ezekiel, 
1723.” 7. © On Daniel and the 
Minor Prophets, 1726.” Theſe 
Commentaries 'were afterward re- 
publiſhed together, with additions, 
in one volume folio, as a Continua- 
tion of Biſhop Patrick's Commen- 
tary, in which form it has had ſeveral 
editions. 8. The Characters of an 
Apoſtolical Church fulfilled in the 
Church of England, and our Obli- 
gations to continue in the Commu- 
nion of it: a Sermon preached in 
the Church of Petersfield, 1722.” 


This drew him reluctantly into ſome 


controverſy with John Norman, a 
diſſenting miniſter of Portſmouth ; 
but he ſoon dropped it, becauſe he 
did not think that he had a candid 
adverſary ; and being anxious, more- 
over, for that leiſure which was ne- 
ceſſary for the proſecuting of his 
| Commentaries on the Prophets. 
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The moſt valuable part of his cha- 
racter was what leaſt appeared in the 
eye of the world, the private and 
retired part, that of the good chriſ- 
tian and the uſeful pariſh prieſt. His 
unaffected piety, his diligence and 
zeal in the duties of his function, his 
hoſpitality, and his conſtant readi- 
neſs in performing all the offices of 
kindneſs to his pariſhioners, rendered 
his life highly exemplary, and greatly 
enforced his public exhortations. He 
married Margaret, the daughter of 
Robert Pitt, eſq. of Blandford, by 
whom he had two ſons and three 
daughters: the eldeſt fon was Wil- 
liam Lowth, M. A. prebendary of 
Wincheſter, and vicar of Lewiſham 
in Kent; the other Robert Lowth, 
D. D. biſhop of London, whoſe ad- 
mirable writings and exemplary life 
have rendered him one of the greateſt 
ornaments of his age. | 
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Our excellent Author died at Bu- 
riton, and by his own order was 
buried in the churchyard,” near the 
ſouth ſide of the chancel, and on the 
infide wall was erected a plain mo- 


nument, with the following inſerip- 


tion: 


Near the Outſide of this Wall 
Lieth the Body of Mr. WILLIANI LowTth | 
Late Rector of this Church, 
Who died May 17, 1732, 
And being dead ſtill deſires to ſpeak 
To his beloved Pariſhioners, 
And earneſtly to exhort them 


Conſtantly to attend upon the Worſhip of God, 


Frequently to receive the Holy Sacrament, 


: And diligently to obſerve the good Inſtructions 


Given in this Place, 
To breed up their Children in the Fear of God, 
And to follow Peace with all Men, 
And Holineſs, 
Without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


God give us all a happy Meeting 
At the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
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PREFACE. 


AFTER ſo many excellent com- 
mentaries and treatiſes upon the 
Holy Scriptures, it may ſeem need- 
| leſs to - publiſh any thing further 
upon this argument, ſince it may 
be preſumed that nothing hath eſ- 
caped the ſearch of ſo many learned 
and inquiſitive perſons, or can be 
pertinently added upon ſo common 
a ſubject. 

I might, by way of apology for 
the following treatiſe, truly affirm 
that ſome particulars are handled in 
it, which have not been much in- 
ſiſted on by other writers: ſome of 
the difficulties herein conſidered ha- 
ving been ſtarted, or at leaſt revived, 
but of late years. But I rather chooſe 
to ſay, that I cannot think diſcourſes 
of this kind to be impertinent, ag 
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long as ſo many men of corrupt 
minds let looſe both their tongues 
and pens againſt the holy Writings. 
Theſe all Chriſtians look upon as the 
oracles of God, and the ſacred depo- 
tum of divine truth. And whoever 
retains a due reverence for them, 
and makes them his ſtudy and me- 
ditation, will continue grounded and 
fettled in the faith, and not be moved 
from the hope of the Goſpel by the 
little cavils and exceptions of Scep- 
tics and Infidels, which we may 
be bold to ſay proceed from their 
not knowing the Scriptures, and 
ſcorning to uſe the means whereby 
they might be better informed, 

The feat of the ſcorners is nowa- 
days looked upon as the only mfal- 
lible chair, and that temper which 
Solomon ſo frequently brands with 
the worſt of characters, as the moſt 
incapable of inſtruction, the moſt 
pernicious to him that hath it, and 


2 Prov. ll. 34. Xill, 1. xiv. 6. xxix. 8. 
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the moſt dangerous to the public, is 


thought by many among us to be 


the ſureſt indication of wit and parts. 
But whether ſuch perſons will bear, or 
whetber they will forbear, it is cer- 
tainly the duty of thoſe, who are 


appointed to be watchmen over the 


houſe of Iſrael, to warn men to take 
heed, leſt there be in any of them an 
evil heart of unbehef in departing from 
the living God, and deſpiſing his 
holy word, by which they muſt 
expect to be judged at the laſt day. 
It becomes thoſe, who are ſet for 
the defence and confirmation of the 
Goſpel, to ſtand in the breach, and 
endeavour in their ſeveral ſtations, 
to give a check to the overflowings 
of ungodlineſs, which threaten to 
break down all our banks, and whoſe 
principles, if they are purſued to 
their juſt conſequences, cancel the 
authority of all laws both divine 
and human, and ſet men looſe from 
the obligations of them: licenti- 
ouſneſs in opinion always making 


> 


* 


. 
p gr” I 


2 


xx PREFACE. 


way for licentiouſneſs in practice, | 
which 1s the true reaſon why it finds. W \ 
ſo many abettors among us at this 
day. Upon which account it is the 
earneſt wiſh and prayer of many 
good men, that God would put it 
into the heart of thoſe who are in 
authority, to take care that the To- 
leration be confined within the bounds 
 Kbich the law hath preſcribed to it; 
for it is great pity that /iberty «of 
conſcience ſhould become-a ſhelter for 
men of no conſcience, to vent ſuch 
doctrines as are not only deſtructive 
of all revealed religion, but even of 3s 
civil ſociety itſelf. | 
It were well if the teachers of 
the /eparate congregations (I mean as 
many of them äs have any regard 
for a rule of faith or, diſcipline) 
would ſhow their zeal ,upon this 
occaſion, in ſtanding up for the main- 
tenance of thoſe common truths, 
which all, that deſerve the name of 
+ Chriſtians, agree in. It would be 
* great weakneſs in them to take the 
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aut bor f the rights of the Chriſtian 
Church, and men of his ſtamp, for 
their friends, becauſe they diſcover 
a particular ſpite and hatred to the 
Eſtabliſbed Church. That indeed is 
the principal object of envy (and 
we hope it always will be ſo to men 
of ill deſigns) and they are encou- 
raged in their attempts againſt it, 
becauſe they hope to find their own 
account in the unſettling of its 
foundations. But, he muſt be blind 
that doth not ſee, that the ſame ar- 
guments, which are levelled againſt 
the preſent eſtabliſhment, may be 
eaſily applied to other conſtitutions, 
ſome of which extend their claim to 
a jus divinum further than the Church 
of England doth. 
© "The ſeveral parties that divide us, 
ſeem to agree in nothing ſo much 
as in expteſſing a great vehemence 
againſt Popery. Therefore it will not 
be amiſs briefly to conſider What 
advantages this licentiouſneſs in opi- 
nion, ſo much in vogue, affords to 
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that very cauſe, which it declaim 
againſt with ſo much fierceneſs. 


Firſt of all, nothing gives ſo plau- 
fible a colour to the popiſb boaſts of 
unity and infallibility, as to ſee men 
that pretend fo much zeal againſt it, 
fall off from the common principles 
of Chriſtianity, and diſcard all cer- 
tainty in matters of religion. 

In the next place, /uper/t:tion and 
prefaneneſs are not ſo far aſunder as 
ſome may imagine. One extreme 
doth uſually produce another; and 
when men have for ſome time be- 
wildered themſelves in the maze of 


Seepticiſm-and infidelity, and can find 


nothing whereon to fix, they will be 
ready to hearken to the popiſb pleas 
for the mfallibility of rv Church, or 
to any thing elſe that may put a ſtop 


11 to their endleſs wanderings, and give 
© reſt to their weary ſouls. 


+ Add to this, in the third "Sw 


that a hearty aa! for religion, though 
it proceed upon falſe principles, will 


PREFACE. xxiii 


in the end get the better of a /uke- 
warm and indifferent temper, which 
not only makes people ſuſpect that 
the cauſe which is ſo coldly main- 
tained wants truth to ſupport it, but 
likewiſe that the abettors of it do 
not believe it themſelves; 

To recover the ſpirit of piety, 
which is ſo viſibly decayed, and 
almoſt extinguiſhed among us, I can- 


not but earneſtly recommend to all 


that are ſincere lovers of truth, the 
careful reading of the holy Scrip- 


tures, which will afford to all that- 


ſeriouſly peruſe them, ſo many in- 
ternal arguments of their divine au- 
thority, as cannot be withſtood by 
an ingenuous mind ; namely, ſuch as 
are taken from their general ſcope 
and deſign, and the harmony of the 
ſeveral ' parts compared with each 
other; which proofs have this pe- 
culiar advantage, that they may be 
diſcerned by an ordinary judgement 
without the help of human learning. 


It is the principal deſign of the fol- 
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lowing Papers, to conſider the force 
of thoſe arguments which ariſe from 
the very frame and contexture of the 
holy Writings. And I heartily pray 
to God, that the ſeveral treatiſes, 
which have of late been written 
upon this and ſuch like ſubjects, 
the publiſhing whereof is ſo neceſ- 
fary in this age, may, by his bleſ- 
- ſing, become in ſome meaſure uſeful 
for convincing , gainſayers, and con- 
firming well-diſpoſed perſons in their 


holy faith. 
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DIRECTIONS 


+ ROR READING rus 
HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


INTRODUCTION. 
OUR Divines have taken a great 


deal of pains, both by preaching and 


writing, to convince men of the ob- 
ligations lying upon them to read and 
ſtudy the holy Scriptures; and are as 
induſtrious to lay before their peo- 
ple the great advantages they would 


xeceive by reading and meditating up- 


on God's word, as the Romani/ts have 
been ſolicitous to deter their Diſci- 


ples from this employment, by repre- 


ſenting to them the dangers they are 


likely to incur thereby. A great pre- 
ſumption, that the former are well 


aſſured, that their doctrines will bear 


the teſt of the Scriptures ; and the lat- 


ter are conſcious to themſelves, that 
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their tenets will not abide ſo ſevere a 
trial. 

- Thus far the argument in general 
has been ſufficiently handled ; but 
there is another particular relating to 
this ſubject, that ſeems. not to have 
been much conſidered, and that is, 
The giving rules for the more profitable 
reading of the Scriptures, and inſtruct- 
ing perſons, of ordinary underſtandings, 
what parts of Scripture are fitteſt for 
them toread, and beſt ſuited ta their ca- 
pacities. This I take to be a conſide- 
ration of great uſe and importance z 
the handling of which - diſtinaly 
would of itſelf contain a full anſwer 
to all thoſe popular objections, which 
the poprſh writers have made againſt, 
the promiſcuous reading of the Bible: 
as if we gave authority thereby to the 
meaneſt and moſt ignorant people to 
judge of the ſenſe of the abſtruſeſt 
and moſt difficult parts of God's word; 
and that this private interpretation of 
Scripture was the laſt reſort in all diſ- 
putes, from which there lay no appeal 
either to the ancient fathers and coun- 
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cils, or to the authority of the preſent 
guides and governors of the Church. 
Whence they infer, that whatever he- 
reſies or {chiſms ariſe among us, from 
men's raſh and unwarrantable inter- 
pretations of Scripture, we ought to 
bear all the blame, and may thank 
ourſelves if weak or ill- deſigning men 
turn thoſe weapons againſt us, which 
we at firſt put into their hands. 
But there would be no ground. for 
theſe clamours, if the were 
made ſenſible, that all parts of Scrip- 
ture are not equally fitted for the ca- 
pacities of all men; that as ſome con- 
tain milk for babes in Chriſt, fo others 
afford /frong meat, which is proper only 
for thoſe of @ full and mature age; 
that is, ſach as are arrived at a com- 
petent degree of knowledge in- the 
myſteries of the Goſpel] ; and that to 
underſtand the Scriptures thoroughly, 
ſo as to be able by /dund doctrine to 
eltabliſh the truth, and to convince 
gainſayers, is a work that requires as 
good parts, and as great induſtry, as 
any ſtudy whatſoever. And there-" _ 
F3 | 
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fore as the Clergy ought particularly 
to dedicate themſelves to this em- 

loyment, and bend all their ſtudies 
iesy this way, that heir lips may 
preſerve the knowledge of thoſe ſacred 
oracles ; ſo it is the duty of the peo- 
ple 70 ſeek the law at their mouths : 
Not indeed to have ſuch an implicit 
faith in what they ſay, that if they 
call evil good, and good evil, they 
ſhould be bound to believe them; but 
that perſons of ordinary capacities, 
and ſuch as have not made the ſtudy of 
the Scriptures their buſineſs, ſhould 
have the ſame deference for the judge- 
ment of their teachers in difficulties 
relating to points of religion, as thoſe 
that never ſtudied law or phyfic have 
for the judgement of lawyers or phy- 
ficians in matters relating to their ſeve- 
ral profeſſions. Our Church is very 
unjuſtly reproached by the Papiſts (to 
uſe the words of a learned writer *) as if 
it left every one at liberty to interpret 
Scripture as they pleaſed ; for we em- 
brace the ancient Creeds as the ſum- 
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mary comprehenſion of the articles of 
our faith ; and we think no man 
ought to follow his fancy, in rejecting 
any doctrines which have been univer- 
ſally received in the Chriſtian Church 
from the times of the Apoſtles : and 
in difficult cafes we require all men to 
call in the aſſiſtance of their ſpiritual 
guides and governors, whom God has 
appointed for the better inſtructing 
and governing of private perſons.” 

This I take to be the true ſtate of 
the caſe, concerning the pegple's right 
to read and expound the Seriptuges : 
and it hath this fair preſumption on its 
fide, that it is equally placed between 
two extremes, namely, that of locking 
up the Scriptures, and taking the cy of 
knowledge out of the people's hands ; 
and the other of making every igno- 
rant mechanic a judge of the ſenſe and 
meaning of the molt abſtruſe parts of 
God's word. Both which opinions 
ſeem to render the paſtoral office uſeleſs 
and inſignificant : for there is no uſe of 
teachers where no body is obliged to 
learn; and there is little encourage- 
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ment for knowledge in that church, 
which makes an implicit faith in her 
belief ſufficient to falvation : and 
where every body ſets up for that em- 
ployment, what need is there of a par- 
ticular order of men ſet apart for that 


purpoſe ? 


But leſt any of the learned Laity 


© ſhould ſuſpect, that I intend to confine 


the knowledge of the Scriptures to the 
Clergy, 1 ſhall not ſcruple to declare, 
that I heartily Join in that generous 
with of Moſes *, would God that all 
the Lord's people were Prophets : and 
where any of them, by the adyantage 


af a learned education and propor- 


tionable induſtry, hath arrived to a 
good degree of critical ſkill in the 


Scriptures,. I ſhall, have as great re- 


gard to his judgement in thoſe mat- 
ters, as to any churchman's whatſo- 
ever; neither of them being to be re- 
lied upon any further than they can 
ſhow, that they have reaſon, the ana- 
logy of faith, and the phraſeology of 
gel tals on their lide. 


© + * = Numb, xi, 29. 
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CHAPTER I. 1 

That the ſeveral parts of Scripture 

were accontmodated to men's uſe, with 
a regard to their ſeveral capacities; 
which appears by the different ſub- 
jecta therein treated of, and the diffe= 
rent ſtyles wherem the ſeveral parts 
of Scripture were written. 


THOSE that pleaſe. themſelves 
in raiſing cavils againſt the holy 
Scriptures, do it chiefly upon this 
ground; That every one would have 
them Writ juſt in that ſtyle and me- 
thod, which is -moſt ſuitable to his 
own genius. Men that are uſed to 
range their thoughts in exact method 
and order, expect the Bible ſhould be 
writ like a regular ſyſtem of philoſo- 
phy, and are offended with the ſundry 
repetitions they meet with there, and 
the want of exact order and coherence. 
They that do not care to be at any 
pains or trouble in ſearching the Serip- 
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tures, would have all divine truths laid 
down. there in ſuch plain terms, that 
he that runs may read them. The men 
of paliteneſs and elegancy decry the, 
Holy books for want of a fine thread 
of ſubtile reaſoning, recommended 
with the ornaments of wit and e- 
1 loquence: ſo the Greeks ſought af- 
__ ter 20i/dom in thE®preaching and wri- 
8 tings of the Apoſtles. 
4 Thus every ſceptic expects that 
© ©” God's Spirit ſhould comply with his 
Y fancy and humour. But the divine 
wiſdom, inſtead of gratifying each 
particular perſon in his unreaſonable 
demands, hath rather conſulted the 
general profit and advantage of all to- 
gether, and in the ſeveral parts of 
holy Writ Bath become all things to all 
men. The holy Spirit hath conde- 
ſcended to the weaker and more igno- 
rant part of mankind, in that plain 
and unaffected - ſtyle, wherewith all 
neceſſary truths are delivered, and 
often inculcated in ſeveral parts of 
Scripture, particularly in the Goſpels, 
the greateſt part of the Epiſtles, and 
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the practical books of the Old 70%. 
ment. The parables of our Saviour, 
the ↄy ical repreſentations of the Jews 
1% economy, and the myſtical. ſenſe 
of the prophetical writings, will find 
employment ſufficient, both to hum- 
ble the thoughts and exerciſe the ta- 
lents of the moſt ſubtile and inquiſitive 
men. Laſtly, that lofty and ma- 
jeſtic eloquence, which is ſo conſpi- 
cuous in ſeveral parts of holy Writ, 
particularly in the writings of the 
Prophets, is able to recommend itſelf _ 
to the greateſt maſters of eloquence, 
and withal very proper to inſpire the 
minds of attentive readers with noble 
ideas of the divine wiſdom and provi- 
dence, ſuitable to the greatneſs of 
thoſe ſublime truths which are there 
diſcovered to us. 

If the whole body of the Scrip- 
tures had been written with that ag 
curacy of phraſe and method, which 
chiefly recommends human, writings 
to the peruſal of the curious, it would 
not have anſwered one. great intent 
and deſign of it, which was to e 
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aviſdom to * femple and unlearned. 
If there had been nothing of ab- 
ſtruſeneſs in the things there treated of, 
or in the manner of expreſſing them, 
it would hardly have detained the 
thoughts of the curious, or rewarded 
the induſtry of the diligent. But God 
has fo wiſely tempered thoſe different 
qualities together, that he who has 
much underſtanding will find em- 
ployment for his beſt thoughts in 
ſearching out the deep things of God's 
word; and he that hath but little, 
may learn enough thence to make him 
| wile unto ſalvation. 

The ſeveral parts of Seripture being 
| thite adapted to men's ſeveral capaci- 
ties, it plainly follows hence, that he 
Who would read the Scriptures with 
profit, muſt begin with the plaineſt 
| books firſt, and make them the chief 
fubj ject of his reading and meditation, 
ad not meddle with the obſcure and 
difficult parts of holy Writ, till he 
is very well verſed in the former. 
This is the natural method and or- 
der to be uſed in all ſorts of learning, 
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to begin with the plaineſt things 
firſt ; and therefore they that ate un- 
ſer{ful in the word of righteouſneſs, and 
have need of mnulk, and not of ftrong 
meat, ſhould; not be too forward to 
buſy their heads with the more ab- 
ſtruſe parts of God's word, -but ſhould 
content themſelves with ſtudying the 
plaineſt books firſt ; till they become 

perfect maſters of thoſe writings; 
which as they are eaſieſt to be un- 
derſtood, ſo they afford the greateſt 
matter of elißestion to all attentive 
readers. Such are, as I obſerved be- 
fore, the greateſt part of the New Te/- 
tament, and the P/alms, and practical 
books of the O4. And yet we find: 
it a common fault, and that which 
the weakeſt and moſt injudicious peo- 
ple are uſually, moſt guilty of, name 
ly. that they neglect the reading of 
thoſe books je holy Scripture which 
deliver, with great plainneſs and 
perſpicuity, all things neceſſary for a 
Chriſtian to know and practiſe, and 
perplex themſelves with the more 
ahſtruſe parts of the Bible; ſuch: 
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as are the prophecies of Daniel, 
Ezekiel, and the Revelation, which 
can afford but ſmall edification to un- 
learned and ignorant readers, but by 
being miſunderſtood, or miſapplied, 

may lead them into great and danger- 
ous miſtakes. Accordingly, experience 
has given us many examples of un- 
learned and unſettled heads, who by 
this means have loſt not only the true 
ſenſe of religion, but even their com- 
mon ſenſe and judgement as to other 
matters, have fancied themſelves de- 
ſigned by God to be his inſtruments in 
fulfilling of prophecies, and thought 
themſelves diſpenſed with from ob- 
ſerving the ordinary duties of fearing 
God and keeping his commandments, 
becauſe they were made choice of to 
ſerve him in the extraordinary way 
of overturning kingdoms and unſet- 
tling governments. 

I doubt not but wiſe and ſober men 
may make a very good uſe of the 
more abſtruſe parts of God's word, 
as I ſhall further ſhow in the ſequel of 
this diſcourſe. God gives ſome men 


1 
a peculiar inſight into deep and myſ- 


terious truths, and furniſhes * | 
with particular talents for that 
pole: He opens thy eyes of their un- 
1 that 7 may ſee the won 
drous things of his word, as a reward 
of their laborious ſearch and pious 
thirſt after divine knowledge: as he 
did not think fit to hide from Abra- 
ham the thing he was about to do. So 
that to ſay, as ſome have done, that 
the reading of the. Revelation either 
finds men mad, or makes them ſo, is, in 
the firſt place, a very raſh and bold 
cenſure of a book, which all Chriſ- 
tians acknowledge to have been writ 
by divine inſpiration ; and then a very 
odd comment upon the very frontiſ- 
piece and introduction to it, which 
ſays, Bleſſed is i tbat readeth, and 
they that hear the words of this prophe- 
But what I inſiſt upon at preſent 
is this, that when 3 of weak and 
unſettled minds paſs over the plain 
books of Scripture, and will be too 
prying into the obſcure parts of it, it 
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looks like the preſumption of Uzzah, 
and the men of Bethſbemeſb, who ap- 
proached the ark with too much curi- 
oſity; and it is commonly attended 
with as bad a conſequence; it makes a 
breach both into their underſtandings 
and their morals. St. Paul indeed. 
fays, that all Scripture: is profitable ;. 
| va he does not ſay it is ſo to all men, 
but particularly. to he man , God, to 
3% the teachers of the Church, as the 
context plainly reſtrains the words. 
The primitive Church cannot be ac- 
cufed of encouraging ignorance in the 
people, and yet Origen informs us, 
= that there was a diſtinction made then 
1 between thoſe books of Scripture 
1 which lay open to every body's ule; 
| and ſuch as were read only by perſons 
| of better underſtandings: a diſtinc- 
tion, which if it Mad been obſerved 


1 theſe latter ages, ns have not 
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a little contributed to the peace of 
the Church. 

I am ſenſible ſome may think it 
too rigorous an injunction, abſolutely 
to forbid ordinary perſons. the reading 
of the more abſtruſe parts of the Bible, 
and it is likely that ſeveral will not 
ſtick to call it a popiſi doctrine, 
and deſigned for the introducing of 
implicit faith, and blind obedience.. 
Therefore to prevent ſuch a miſcon- 
ſtruction, I ſhall, in the purſuit of 
this argument, not only give direc- 
tions for the profitable reading of the 
plainer parts of the holy Scriptures, 
but likewiſe conſider what uſe per- 
ſons of common capacities may and 
ought to make of the obſcurer books 
of the Bible. The handling of which: 
ſubject will have this benefit in it, 
that it may prevent men from making 
an ill uſe of thoſe ſacred writings, 
and thereby raiſing at an evil neh a- 
ganſt nee; , | 


| 
| 
| 
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CHAPTER II. 


Two prejudices which hinder many from 
the careful reading and ſtudy of the 
Scriptures. The firſt of — * 


- Zing to the fiyle and method of thoſe 
boly Writings, conſidered. 


NOT only the enemies of our 
holy religion have raiſed ſeveral ob- 
jections againſt the ſtyle of the Scrips 
«ll tures, but ſome well-diſpoſed per- 
=_ ſons have neglected to read them, 

becauſe they thought they could be 

better edified and inſtructed by the 

practical writings. of private divines, 
where they find their duty laid down 

in an eaſier method, and with greater 

en and perſpicuity of expreſſion. 

Before I give a particular anſwer to 

this difficulty, I ſhall premiſe in gene- 
ral, that ſuppoſing the utmoſt of this 
odjection was true, yet we ought to 
come to God with the ſame ſimplicity 
of mind and reſignation of judgement, 
that every learner brings with him, 
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when he comes to his maſter; and it- 


is fit we ſhould pay that deference to 
his wiſdom, as entirely to ſubmit to 
what method of inſtruction he thinks 
moſt proper for us. And we may 
reaſonably believe, that God will 

ticularly bleſs the endeavours of thoſe 
that thus come to him in his own 
way, and acquieſce in thoſe means 


of inſtruction which he himſelf has 


ordained. Beſides, there is a majeſty 
and authority in the word of God, 


which is not to be found in human 
writings; and when we hear God 


ſpeak unto us, ſometimes by his 
Prophets, ſometimes by his Apoſtles, 


ſometimes by his Son, and ſometimes 


by Himſelf, this muſt needs affect us 
with extraordinary reverence; and we 
cannot chooſe but give the ſame earn- 
eſt heed to the things thus ſpoken to 
us, as we would to a voice that came 
from heaven. | 

Having premiſed thus much in ge- 
neral, I proceed to give a more parti- 
cular anſwer to the objection, and 
ſhall endeavour to vindicate the ſtyle 


6 
and method of writing uſed by the 
facred penmen, by ſhowing, that it 
affords ſeveral arguments to prove the 
truth and certainty of the things con- 
tained in the Scriptures ; as will ap- 
pear from theſe four conſiderations : 


1. As to the hiſtorical books of 


Scripture, the principal matters are 
there recorded with ſuch circumſtances, 
tbat they mutually confirm and ſupport 
each other. 

2. If we take a general view'"of the 
whole body of Scripture, we find one and 


the fame defign carried on by ſeveral 


writers, who could not be ſuppoſed ta 
combine together, fince the greateſt part 
of them lived at à con/iderable diſtance: 
of time from each other. 

3. We ſind the myſtery of our 767 
demption, the principal ſubject of the 
boly Scriptures, opened there by de- 
greets, according to the capacities and 
er of ſeveral ages. 

4. That plain and inartificial man- 
ner of writing which the holy penmen 
uſe, affords werghty-arguments to prove 
their truth and {meerity. 
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1. As to the hiſtorical books of © 
Scripture, the principal matters are 
there recorded with ſuch circumſtances, 
that they mutually confirm and ſupport 
each other. . 

To make this out by Inſtancing i in 
a few particulars. The hiſtory of 
Abraham and his poſterity ; the pre- 
ferring of T/aac before Iſhmael, and 
Jacob before Eſau; their ſojourning 
in Egypt, and deliverance thence; their 
ſettling in the land of Canaan, and the 
account which we have of their ſeveral 
idolatries and captivities afterward :* — 
theſe paſſages of the ſacred ſtory con- 
tain in them a ſignal accompliſhment 
of the promiſes made to Abraham, of 
the prophecies uttered by Jacob upon 
his deathbed, and the predictions of 
Moſes before he left the world. We 
are further to conſider, that theſe hiſ- 
torical accounts are mixed and inter- 
woven with ſeveral particulars relating 
to the affairs of the neighbouring na- 
tions, namely, the Iſbmaelites, Egypti- 
ans, Edomites, Sc. which we cannot: 


1 28 } 
ſuſpect that the ſacred writers would 
forge; for that would have been to 
expoſe themſelves to the ſcorn and re- 
proach of their profeſſed enemies. 

The ſame writings likewiſe in- 
form us, that the ſettlement of the 
Jets in the land of Canaan, their 
form of government, their cuſtoms 
and manner of life, were nothing 
elſe but the putting of the laws of 
Miaſes in execution; many of which 
being burdenſome and chargeable, 
we cannot ſuppoſe a whole nation 
would have voluntarily ſubmitted to 
them, without pregnant proofs of 
their divine authority. 

In like manner, if we view the 
hiſtory of the Goſpels, we may ob- 
ſerve that it contains ſeveral predic- 
tions, concerning the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, the rejecting of the Jews, 
the calling of the Gentiles, the ſpeedy 
propagation of the chriſtian religion; 
all which, and ſeveral other prophe- 
cies there recorded, are interwoven 
with the thread of the Goſpel hiſtory, 
and delivered with ſuch circumſtances 
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as plainly ſhow thoſe hiſtories to be 
writ ſeveral years before the events ſo 
foretold did come to paſs. 

Theſe conſiderations afford a full 
anſwer to thoſe that find fault with the 
Scripture as confuſed and immethodi- 
cal: to whom it is a ſufficient reply 
to ſay, that the hiſtorical, propheti- 
cal, and doctrinal parts of the Bible are 
ſo mixed and interwoven together, 
becauſe they mutually add ſtrength to 
each other. The hiſtories ſhow the 
completion of the prophecies; the 
prophecies confirm the truth of the 
hiſtories ; and both of them prove the 
divine authority of the doctrine. 


2. The harmony and agreement be- 
teen the ſeveral writers of the Old 
and New Teſtament, though the great- 
e part of them lived at a conſiderable 
diſtance from each other, is a convin- 
cing proof of their truth and ſincerity. 

Some that take upon them to pre- 
ſcribe to God almighty, how he 
ſhould reveal his will to the world, 


would have all the prophecies con- 


* 
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cerning our Saviour's birth, life, fuf- 


ferings, and exaltation, compriſed un- 


der one collection; and have all ſaving 
truth reduced into one ſyſtem. But 
thoſe correctors of the Bible do not 
conſider, that by this means we ſhould 
loſe one very conſiderable argument, 
for the truth and divine authority of 
the Scriptures, which is taken from 
the harmony and agreement of the 
inſpired writers, though they lived in 
diſtant ages, and writ upon different 
occaſions. The writings of the O/q 
and New Te/tament, like two faithful 
witneſſes, verify and confirm each 
other's teſtimony ; what the Od pro- 
miſes, the New performs ; what the 
one foretels, the other repreſents the 


accompliſhment of. Several books of 


the Scripture Canon were writ at a 
great diſtance of time from each other, 
and conſequently by perſons that could 
holdno correſpondence together, ſome 
of them living near two thouſand years 
aſunder. This proves that it was im- 
poſſible they could conſpire to put a 
cheat upon the world ; and thence it 
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follows, that the religion contained 
in the Old and New Teſtament, could 
not be a piece of human contrivance, 
ſince the ſeveral authors of thoſe 
books could never combine together 
in carrying on fuch a deſign. 

The Apoſtles were ſo well ſatisfied, 
that what they taught was agreeable 
to the doctrine of the Old Teſtament, 
that they ſtill appeal to thoſe writings 


upon all occaſions; and though they 
teſtified nothing but wheat they had 


ſeen and heard, yet they thought it 


added great weight to their teſti- 
mony, that they, /d ͤno other things 
than what Moſes and the Prophets did 
ſay ſhould come. The miraculous gifts 
they were endowed with, were an 
undeniable proof of their divine com- 
miſſion: but yet St. Peter calls the 
predictions contained in the Oli Teſta- 
ment, à more ſure word of prophecy ; 
as if it were in ſome reſpects a more 
convincing proof of the truth of 
Chriſtianity, than miracles themſelves. 
Both the miracles, and the ran, 
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who wrought them, were neceſſarily 
confined to one particular time and 
place ; whereas the ſundry prophe- 
cies concerning the Mef/ias and his 
kingdom, which are ſcattered up and 
down throughout the Od Teſtament, 
are the united ſuffrage of ſeveral ages 
of the world, and contain the concur- 
ring teſtimony of men, who could 
never join in carrying on one common 


intereſt or deſign, and agreed in no- 


thing but in uttering theſe divine 
truths, which they all received from 
one and the ſame ſpirit. This confi- 
deration leads me to the next parti- 
cular, wherein, 


3. The wiſdom of God appears in 
the manner. of his inditing the holy 
Scriptures ; namely, In the different 


ſteps and degrees whereby the myſtery of 


our redemption is unfolded by the ſacred 
Writers. 

This indeed is but 4 continuance 
of the fortner argument, and a fuller 
diſcovery of the harmony and agree- 
ment of the ſeveral writers of the O/d 


( 25 ] 
Teſtament: In that they all purſue 
one and the ſame great ng which 
is to foretel and deſcribe the coming 
of the Meſſias, the foundation of all 
divine revelation, and preſerve in 
men's minds an earneſt expectation 
of his appearance. 
And here I ſhall briefly conſider | 
the different ſteps whereby this great 
truth was diſcovered to the Patriarchs 
before the law, to Moſes in the ordi- 
nances of the law, and to the rok 
phets afterward. 

Immediately upon the fall of our 
firſt parents, God, who in the midjt 
of judgement remembers mercy, com- 
forted them under their deſponding 
apprehenſions, by giving them the 
promiſe of the feed of the woman, which 
ſhould break the ſerpent's head, by whom 
they had been betrayed into ſin and 
miſery. _ 

To Abraham God afterward more 
fully revealed, that the promiſed ſeed, 
or Meſjas, ſhould ariſe out of his fa- 
mily. In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations 


Gen. xvii. 18. 
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of the earth be bleſſed. To Jacob it was 
ſhowed, that he ſhould ſpring from 
the tribe of Fudah, and come into the 
world before the Scepter ſooud depart 

from that tribe. 

Under Meſes, the deliverance of the 
Tjraelites from the Egyptian bondage, 
and all the rites and facrifices or- 
dained by his miniſtry, had a particu- 
lar relation to that deliverance which 
the Meſſias thould obtain for us from 
. fin and death, and were ſo many 

5 figures of him that was to come. 

The Prophets that ſucceeded placed 
this truth ſtill in a clearer light, by 
the many illuſtrious predictions which 
they gave concerning Chriſt's birth, 
family, ſufferings, reſurrection, aſ- 
cenſion, and kingdom. And by their 
pointing out the ſeveral ane wah 
relating to the times of the Mi ſſias, 
and withal exhorting men not to reſt 
in the bare letter of the law, but to 
fulfil the righteouſneſs chiefly intend- 

ed by it, they prepared men's minds 
to expect a new and better ſtate of 
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things, a new covenant, e/iabliſhed up- 

on better promiſes. 
And when the Prophets had thus 
repared the way for the reception of 
the Me/tas, the gift of prophecy in a 
great meaſure ceaſed *, neither was 
there any public ſucceſſion of Pro- 
phets for the ſpace of four hundred 
years together, before the coming of 
Chriſt, on purpole to raiſe in men's 
minds a more earneſt expectation of 
thoſe happy days, wherein God had 
promiſed to pour out his ſpirit upon all 


| fleſp, and to afford the world greater 


meaſures of grace and knowledge, 
than ever it enjoyed before. 

Having thus taken a brief view of 
the differenr ſteps, by which God 
vouchſafed to make known this fun- 
damental truth by the holy writers, 
we may leave it to any conſidering 
man to determine, which of the two 
ways is molt ſerviceable. to the main 
end and deſign of prophecy, which 
was to prepare the way of the 


2 See I Matt, iv. 46. ix. 27. xiv. 41. Ece 
clus. xxxvi. 15. | 2 
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| Meſfras ; either for God ſummarily to 
have foreſhown all the particulars re- 
lating to the times of the Meſſias in one 
ſingle prophecy, which is ſome men's 
unreaſonable demand, or elſe to have 
uſed that method he hath already 
pitched upon, whereby the coming 
of Chriſt is not only in expreis words 
foretold by all the Prophets, but like- 
wiſe myſtically implied. in all the 
rites and ceremonies of the Tew!/h 
worſhip, and typically repreſented in - 
the lives and actions of the moſt fa- 
mous men of foregoing times. It 1s 
evident, that this latter way introduces 
_ Chriſt into the world with a great 
deal more of previous ſolemnity, 
while it makes all the eminent men 
of former ages ſo many harbingers of 
his coming ; and raiſes in men's minds 
a juſt veneration for the goſpel ſtate, 
as the maſterpiece of the divine pro- 
vidence, that point wherein all the 
lines of God's manifold æviſdam do meet 
as in their center: all which is a plain 
demonſtration, that Chriſt was or- 
dained by God before the beginning of 
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the world, though in his wiſe diſpo- 
ſal he did not appear until the latter 
ages of it. 


4. That plain and inartificial flyle, 
which the holy writers make uſe of, 
affords weighty arguments to prove 
their truth and ſincerity. ; 

In the firſt place it would be abs 
ſurd to expect, that part of holy 
Scripture, which conſiſts in giving 
laws to mankind, ſhould be fine and 

rſuaſive : ** Whereas the language 
of law ſhould be ſhort and plain, 
and full of authority,” as an emi- 
nent divine hath obſerved” : © Thus 
we find it is among men, and 
ſurely it is much fitter for God to 
ſpeak thus to men, than for men 
to one another 4? 5 

Likewiſe in hiſtories and narratives, 
the plainneſs and ſimplicity of the 
ſtyle is a great proof of the truth and 


IR. 1 . 3:Pet 3. 230. 
. b Archbp. Tillotſon, 24 Serm. on Mat. xi. 2. 
© Sunt certa Legum verba, et quo plus authoritatis 
habeant, paulo antiquiora, Cic. de Legibus, I. 2. 
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ſincerity of. the writer. Now the 
plainneſs of the Scripture hiſtory 1s 
truly admirable ; for it is joined with 
ſuch a native grandeur and authori- 
ty as commands an affent, and works 
more powerfully upon the minds of 
men, than all the art in the world. 
Without queſtion Maſes was able to 
deſcribe the paſſions to the life, and 
underſtood the beauties of hiſtory, as 
well as the politeſt writers among the 
Greeks or Remans, To be convinced 
of this, we need only read his de- 
ſcription of Abraham's going to ſa- 
crifice his ſon; and the ſeveral paſſi- 
ons Jeſeph and his brethren were af- 
fected with, at their interview in 
Egypt. Yet we may obſerve, that this 
part of his hiſtory, which himſelf 
was an eyewitneſs of, is written 
after the plaineſt and moſt inartificial 
manner that can be imagined, 1n the 
nature of a journal, as if he had only 
ſet down an account of every day's 
tranſactions juſt after they bappen- 
ed. Some perhaps may cenſure this 
as a careleſs and immethodical way of 
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writing; but it hath this great ad- 
vantage in it, that the very form and 
ſtyle of the work ſhows, that it hath 
been tranſmitted down to us juſt as 
Maſes wrote it. 

To give his readers an undeniable 
proof of his impartiality, this holy 
writer neither conceals his own infir- 
mities, nor any of thoſe particulars 
which might reflect upon the ho- 
nour of his nation, tribe, or family. 
He records the curſe which Jacod 
pronounced at his death upon his 
own tribe of Levi: he vilifies his 
own birth, by acquainting us that he 
was born of ſuch a marriage as his 
own Iaws condemns for inceſtuous : 
he repreſents his nation as a ſtub- 
born untractable people, neither to be 
wrought upon by God's mercies, nor 
his judgements. | 

The like air of fincerity runs 
through the whole goſpel hiſtory, 
where the Evangeliits publiſh, with- 
out any reſerve, their own and their 
brethren's infirmities, their ſlowneſs 
of underſtanding, their incredulity, 


337 


the very texture and compoſure of 


1 
their little contentions among them- 
ſelves; they conceal not, that one of 
Chriſt's diſciples betrayed his maſter, 
angther denicd him, and all fled from 
him. 

If there be any ſuch things as inter- 
nal marks of the truth of any hiſtory, 
or ſuch arguments as are taken from 


the work itſelf, as all critics acknow- 
ledge that there Are, we muſt confeſs 
that the Scripture hiſtory has more of 
ſelf-evident truth, than any hiſtory 
in the world. 
- We may further take notice upon 
this head, that the practical books of 
Scripture are written in a plain and 
ſimple ſtyle, yet without being flat 
and infipid : they deliver the weigh- 
tieſt truths in a grave and ferious 
manner, without an affected fineneſs, 
or ſtudied periods: they convey in- 
to our minds worthy ideas of God, 
and juſt notions of our duty, with- 
out deſcending to uſeleſs ſubtilties, 
or ſoaring too much above the appre- 
benfions of the vulgar, which made 
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the writings of the Philoſophers of 


no uſe to far the greater part of man- 
kind. The.words of the Lord are 
pure words, as the P/al/m/t ſpeaks, 
that is, they have none of that droſs 
or alloy of error or paſſion, which 
inſenſibly ſlides into all human com- 
poſures: they deliver divine truths 
pure and unmixed, though in a po- 
pular and inartificial manner of ex- 
reſſion; and in ſuch a way as is wor- 
thy of the majeſty of God, and yet 
condeſcends to the weakneſs of the 
generality of men. 

Some indeed have objected againſt 
this plainneſs of the ſacred writers, 
as if it had betrayed them into an un- 
becoming extreme, and made them 
ſet down ſuch particulars as were not 
worthy to be taken notice of by a 
grave and wiſe hiſtorian. But ſuch 
perſons would do well to conſider, 
that when they paſs this cenſure up- 
on particular paſſages in holy Writ, 
they do it by a very imperfect light; 
for they are not acquainted with all 
the circumſtances and conſequences 
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of thoſe particulars, which are bnt 
ſlightly mentioned in Scripture : and 
they likewiſe judge of the ſmall im- 
portance of theſe matters by ſuch 
notions and opinions as prevail in 
their own times, without comparing 
them with the ſentiments of the age 
wherein thoſe things were tranſacted, 
or inquiring whether the ſacred wri- 
ters might not have ſome further 
proſpect in recording ' ſuch matters, 
than they are aware of. And this, 
learned men have made out, as to ſe- 
veral paſſages which ſeem light and 
inconſiderable, and have fully vindi- 
cated the credit and authority of the 
ſacred writers againſt the cavils of 
this objection'. It was likewiſe an 
_ Opinion received among the ancient 
writers, that many of the actions of 
the patriarchs were Zyp:ca/, or repre- 
ſentations of the future ſtate of the 
Church ; which notion is very much 
confirmed by that paſſage in St. 


Fee particularly Dr. Allix's Refle&ions, Vol. J. 
Part I. Chap. 13, 15, 16. and Part II. Chap. 20. 
See Juſtin Martyr, Dial. c. Tryph. p. 364, 371. 
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Paul *, where he ſuppoſes Abraham's 
ca/ting out the bondwoman and her ſon 
out of his houſe, to preſignify the 
ejecting of the Fews out of the 
Church of Chriſt, 

Theſe objectors would ſhow much 
more candour and impartiality, if 
they would not. paſs fo haſty a cen- 
ſure upon ſuch paſſages of holy Writ, 
as ſeem to them liable to exception; 
but rather ſay as the Philoſopher did 
when he gave his opinion concerning 
the writings of Heraclitus, What J 
underſtand is excellent; and I preſume, 
what 1 underſland not to be ſo too. 


* Gal. iv. 30. 
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An anſwer to another popular objection 
againſt the reading of the Scriptures, 
taken from their obſcurity ; and ſome 


rules laid down to remedy this diffi- 
culty. 


ANOTHER difficulty which diſ- 
courages many from reading the 
Scriptures, is the obſcurity of ſeve- 
ral phraſes and paſſages therein con- 


tained, which hinders them from be- 


ing ſo inſtructive as books originally 
written in the vulgar language are; 
and likewiſe makes them liable to 
be perverted and miſunderſtood; the 
conſequences of which are ſo dange- 


rous, that ſome think this alone a 


ſufficient reaſon why perſons of ordi- 
nary capacities ſhould not be too cu- 
rious in ſearching the Scriptures. 


1. In anſwer to this objection, I 


hall conſider how far it may be 


charged upon the Scriptures ; or, in 
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what ſenſe the Scriptures may be 
elteemed obſcure. a 
2. I ſhall aſſign the immediate 
cauſes of that obſcurity. 
3. I ſhall offer ſome rules, which 
may help to clear up the difficulties 
we meet with in the holy writings. 


Fir/t, I ſhall conſider, how far 
this objection may be charged upon 
the Scriptures. 

Although we acknowledge there 
are ſome things in Scripture hard to be 
underſtood, yet ſtill we affirm, that 
all things neceſſary for us to believe 
and practiſe, in order to our falvation, 
are delivered there with the greateſt 
clearneſs and- perſpicuity. Some of 
the prophets indeed deſcribe their 
writings as a book ſealed up, and 
not to be opened or underſtood by 
every body. But the generality of 
the holy writers affect great plain- 
neſs of expreſſion, and make uſe of a 
popular ſtyle, on purpoſe to conde- 
ſcend to vulgar capacities. St. Paul 


# Iſai. xxix. 12. Dan. Vill, 26. xii. 4+ Rev. x. 4+ 
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tells the Corinthians, That he u/ed 
great plainneſs of ſpeech, that they 
might all with open face, without any 
veil or covering, hehold, as in a glaſs, 
the glories of the Lord. The deſign 
of all writing is to convey our 
thoughts intelligibly to others; and 
it would be a great reflection upon 
God's wiſdom, if a book written by 
his direction, and for the inſtruction 
of mankind, ſhould fall ſhort of that 
end which human compoſures gene- | 
rally attain to. The diſputes that 
have riſen concerning the ſenſe of 
Scripture, is not always owing to 

the obſcurity of the Scripture Apfel- 
lions; as may appear in ſeveral in- 
ſtances: That the death of Chrift is 
a propitiatory ſaorifice for our fins, is 
as fully aſſerted as words can do it: 

in like manner there are no plainer 
texts in the Bible than thoſe that for- 
bid the worſbip of images, or the per- 
Forming the public fervice in an un- 
known language: the ſame may be 

| affirmed of the command of recerv- 


15 | * . Ke. M. tx; 76. 
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ing the cup in the Lord's ſuppen 
And yet we fee the contrary opinions 
and practices are maintained with as 
much ſtiffneſs and obſtinacy, as if 
the authority of the Scriptures were 
clear on the other fide. But then 
it is to be confeſſed, that there are 
ſeveral doubts relating to particular 
texts, which ariſe either from the 
darkneſs and ambiguity of the phraſes 
and expreſſions therein made uſe of, 
or from the obſcurity of the matters 
which are there handled. Theſe two 
are the immediate cauſes of the ob- 
ſcurity we meet with in the holy 
Scripture, which I propoſed to cons 
fider in the ſecond place. 

As to the former of theſe, namely, 
the obſcurity of Scripture phraſes, we 
are to conſider that we have but a 
very imperfe& knowledge of the lan- 
guage in which the O/4 Teſtament 
was Written; and it cannot be ex- 
pected but that in a book writ ſo 
many years ago, there muſt be allu- 
ſions to cuſtoms and tranſactions, the 
memory of which is worn out by 
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length of time; and ſeveral expref- 
ſions made uſe of, which are different 
from the genius and modes of ſpeak- 
ing uſed in modern languages. For 
example, we have but few remains 
of antiquity to inform us what were 
the idolatrous cuſtoms of thoſe early 
ages, and yet it 1s very probable that 
they gave occaſion to ſome precepts 
of the ceremonial law, one great de- 
ſign of which was to preſerve the 
Jews from falling into the idolatries 
of their neighbouring nations. In 
like manner, if we were exactly ac- 
quainted with the method which the 
Ancient Jews uſed in computing their 
ume, and the manner of their inter- 
calations, it would, no doubt, very 
much contribute to clear ſeveral dif- 
ficulties in Scripture chronology. 
Secondly, The ' obſcurity which we 
find in Scripture, ariſes from the 
things themſelves therein treated of, 
ſeveral of which are too much above 
our narrow capacities fully to Compre- 
hend and explain: Such are, the na- 
ture and attributes of God, his coun» 
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ſels and providence, the nature of ous 
own ſouls, and the methods God hath 
made- uſe of to recover them out of 
miſery. It is, I think, acknowledged 
on all ſides, that our capacities are 
but” finite, which very term implies 
that our underſtanding hath bounds 
ſet to it which it cannot paſs : and 

ſince it is thus limited, if any thing 
be above its reach, certainly the infi- 
nite perfections of almighty God, his 
ways and judgements have the great- 
eft reaſon to be eſteemed ſo. Nat- 
withſtanding this, we are to take no- 
tice, that there may be, and certainly 
are, ſeveral plain propoſitions Jaid 
down in Scripture concerning theſe 
matters, though the things them 
ſelves, in their utmoſt extent, are a- 
bove our underſtanding :- For inſtance, 
theſe propoſitions, God is a ſpirit, or 
is eternal, are very plain and intelli- 
gible propoſitions, though we cannot 
preciſely define what a /þir:it is, nor 
have any adequate notion of eternity. 
In like. manner, the Scripture doth 
plainly affirm, that the divine nature 
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is communicated from the Father, to 
the Son and Holy Gboſt, although the 
manner of this communication be a- 
bove our comprehenſion. F 
The obſcurity, which is generally 
ſpread over the writings of the pro- 
phets, is partly owing to the fore- 
mentioned cauſes, but is chiefly to, 
be aſcribed to providential reaſons. If 
men could ſee clearly to the end of 
prophecies, and the manner how they 
were to be accompliſhed, they could 
not be brought to paſs in a way ei- 
ther ſuitable to the holineſs of God, 
or to the freewill of men, who are 


the great inſtruments of providence, 
The meaſures whereby God governs 
the world, make it requiſite that men 


ſhould not b&able to fathom his coun- 


ſels, or know what work he has in 
hand: and it is abſolutely neceſſary, 
that the methods of providence ſhould 


be ſecret and concealed from us, to 
make them righteous and holy in 
themſelves. So that what St. Paul 
ſpeaks to the Jews, concerning the 


accompliſhment of thoſe prophecies, 
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which relate to the ſufferings of the 
Meſſias, may be fitly applied to the 
fulfilling of prophecies in general *, 
becauſe they knew him not, nor yet the 
voices of the prophets, they have fulfilled 
them in condemning him. But having 
elſewhere * diſcourſed at large con- 
cerning the providential reaſongof the 


W obſcurity of the prophetical writings, 


I ſhall not here repeat what has been 
there ſpoken upon this head, and 
ſhall only add, that ſeveral reaſons 
may be affigned, why God ſhould + 
ſuffer ſome things in other parts of 
the holy Scriptures to be obſcure. 
We are apt to deſpiſe what is plain 
and eaſy; upon which account, as 
the obſcurity of ſome paſſages in 
Scripture is very proper to humble 
us -before God, and teach us to adore 
thoſe depths of the divine wiſdom, 
which are contained in his word; 
ſo it is a means to excite our in- 
duſtry in ſearching out divine truth, 
and make us receive it with joy. 


2 Acts xi11. 27. " 
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when we have diſcovered it. Our 


value for Scripture knowledge is in- 
creaſed by the labour we took in find- 


ing it out; and our pains are abun- 


dantly recompenſed in the ſatisfaction 


which devout ſouls feel in the diſ- 
coveries which God makes to them 


of himſelf. They rejoice in ſpirit, as 
our Saviour did upon the like oc- 
calion.”,' and heartily hank their hea- 
venly Father for revealing that truth 
which he hides from the worldly wiſe, 


to babes in Chriſt, to thoſe that hun- 


ger and thirſt after ' righteouſneſs, 
and eſteem the knowledge and love 


of God to be the chicteſt part of | 


human felicity. 


Thirdly, 1 proceed to offer ſome 
general rules or directions for clearing 
up the difficulties we meet with in 
the Scriptures, and enabling us to 
read them with profit. 

In the firſt place I premiſe, that it 
is abſolutely neceſſary, that perſons 
_ ® Cunt in ſcripturis S. profunda my Hlerlu, que ad bac 
abſconduntur ne wileſcant, ad hoc queruntur, ut exer- 


nat. Auguſt, 
*I ke x. 21. 
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Lord's ſupper. In theſe and ſuch like 


(45 ] 

of ordinary education and capacities 
ſhould depend upon the judgement of 
thoſe teachers and inſtructors, which 
God hath placed over them, for the 
ſenſe of difficult places of Scripture. 

I readily acknowledge that there 
are ſome things ſo plainly delivered 
in Scripture, that no authority in the 
world can oblige men to doubt of 
their ſenſe and meaning: Such is the 
ſenſe of the ſecond commandment, 
in direct terms forbidding the worſbip 
of images; and the command of our 
Saviour expreſsly requiring all his 
diſciples to partake of the cup in the 


caſes, a perſon of common ſenſe may 
fafely keep cloſe to the letter of the 
Scripture, though it be in oppoſition 
to the-greateſt conſent of human au- 
thority. But what I here lay down, 
I would have underſtood with rela- 
tion to a great many other controver- 
fies of religion, 'where perſons of mean 
capacities are not able to judge of the 
force of a good argument, much leſs 


of the iſſue of a long diſpute. And 
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in theſe caſes, I affirm their beſt ſecu- 
rity is to rely upon the judgement of 
thoſe teachers, whom providence and 
their ſuperiors have placed over them. 
I ſhall not ſcruple to affirm, that 
there never was a greater piece of en- 
fthuſiaſm broached than this, that 
men may be ſufficiently qualified for 
expoſitors of Scripture, without the 
help of ſtudy or human learning. 
- It 1s granted, that the Scriptures are 
plain in neceſſary things; but no book 
can be ſo plain, but that it is requiſite 
for the perfect underſtanding of it, 
that men ſhould be acquainted with 
the idioms and proprieties of the ori- 


ginal language, and the cuſtoms and 


notions which were generally received 
at the time when it was written. 

This is a difficulty common to 
Scripture with all other books of 
antiquity: and they that in either 
caſe cannot inform themſelves in 
theſe matters, which require: ſome 
kill in ancient learning, muſt rely 
upon the judgement of thoſe who 
| have made thoſe ſtudies their buſi - 


* 
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neſs and profeſſion, The meaneſt 
artificer thinks his trade and myſtery 


not to be learned without ſerving an - 


apprenticeſhip; and yet many . of 
thoſe very perſons fancy the profeſ- 
- Hon of Divinity requires neither parts 
nor induſtry. This is a piece of pre- 
ſumption as old as the times of St. 
. Terom (though very much increaſed 
by the licentiouſneſs of latter times) 
who complains, **. That the ſenſe of 
the Scriptures was the only piece, of 
knowledge, which every one thought 
himſelf a competent judge of, with- 
out pains or ſtudy, without the help 


of a guide or inſtructor.” St. Peter 


tells us, that anlearned and unſtable 
men did wreſt the Scriptures in his 
time, without any regard to the au- 
thority of the Apaltles themſelves, 
who were infallible interpreters of 


2 Sola ſeripturarum ars ef, quam fib! omnes paſſim 
vendicant Hanc garr ploy banc delirus ſenex, 
hanc ſophifta verb ſus, hanc uniwenſi prefumunt, 12 
rant, docent antiuam diſcant, Hieron. Epiſt. ad 
Paulin. init. Tom. 3. Ws 

> 2 Pet. ii. 16, 
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the holy oracles : but he adds, that 7 
was to their own deſtruction, and that 
juſtly ; for ſince God hath appointed 
paſtors in his Church to be guides to 
the people, if they," through pride or 
obſtinacy, will deſpiſe inſtruction, it 
is their own fault F they fall into the 
aitch. 85 | 
And this, by the way, may con- 
vince men of ordinary capacities, 
that it is much ſafer for them to err 
with the eſtabliſhed Church, than to 
err by being of a party againſt it. 80 
that the ſcruples of our ſeparatiſts 
are ſtill on the wrong fide, as a great 
man, who was far from being their 
enemy, hath juſtly ſtated their caſe, 
all of them againſt government and 
obedience, none of them in favour of 
two things ſo neceſſary to the pteſer- 
vation of all ſociety. When men err 
with their governors, they have this 
favorable plea on their fide, that they 
were led into error by thoſe whom 
God had placed over them : but when 
men forſake the truth and the Church 
* Archbp. Tillotſon, Sermon on Acts xxiv. 16. 
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together, both theſe faults will be 
laid to their charge; firſt, learning 
the truth, and embracing error ; and 
then cauſeleſly breaking the peace of 
the Church. It were well, if this 
matter was ſeriouſly conſidered by 
many nowadays, who are apt to think 
their ſouls are then in the ſafeſt condi- 
tion, when they are at the greateſt diſ- 
tance from the eſtabliſhed Church. 
Having premiſed this neceſſary 
caution concerning the ſubmiſſion 
and deference due to the judgement 
of our ſpiritual guides in expounding 
Scripture; I proceed to lay down 
more particular rules and directions 
for the right underſtanding and inter- 
pretation of it. 


1. The firſt rule I ſhall offer is this, 
That we would begin with reading the 
plaineſt books firſt. 

This advice I have recommended 
already *, and ſhall only add, to what 
has been faid there upon this head, 
that I take the Goſpels to be one of 

* Chap. i. | 
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the moſt proper books for any perſon 
to begin with, that deligns to make 
a good progreſs in Scripture know- 
ledge, For theſe are plain and eaſy, 
and generally intelligible to the mean- 
eſt capacity, and yet muſt needs af- 
ford extraordinary edification to thoſe 
that will give attendance to the read- 
ing of them. For here we have him 
ſpeak unto vs, who came down from 
heaven on purpoſe that he might in- 
ſtruct us, and teach us the way of God 
more perfectly: we have him ſpeak 
unto us, who pate as never man did. 
And becauſe example is of greater 
force than bare precept, we have his 
doctrine ſet forth to the life, in his 
moſt glorious example, and holy con- 
verſation. | 

Next to the Gofpels, I would re- 
Wänden the reading of the book of 
Pſalms, as being the great treaſure of 
ſpiritual devotion, and very proper to 
raiſe in our ſouls devout affections of 
faith and hope toward God, of love 
and thankfulneſs to him, of reverence 


© 
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to his name and word, and ſubmiſſion 
to his will and providence. 

I thall conclude this particular 
with the excellent directions St. e- 
rom gives to Læta, in his epiſtle to 
her concerning the education of her 
daughter; where, ſpeaking of this 
ſubject, he adviſes her t to teach 
her daughter the Pſalms, and let ber, 
ſaith he, be entertained with theſe boly 
ſongs: then let her be inſtructed in the 
common duties of hife by the Proverbs 


of Solomon. Let her learn from Ec- 


cleſiaſtes, 4% deſpiſe worldly things; 


tranſcribe from Job the practice of 


patience and virtue. Let ber paſs then 
5 the Goſpels, and never let them be 
out of her hands ; and then imbibe with 
all the faculties of her mind the Acts 
and Epiſtles. When ſhe hath enrich- 
ed the ſtorehouſe of her breaſt | with 
thoſe treaſures, let her learn the books 
of Moſes, Joſhua, and Judges, the 
books of Kings and Chronicles, he 
volumes of Ezra and Either ; and 9 


the Canticles. 
D 2 
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2. The ſecond rule I would offer 
to this purpoſe, is, To have a regard 
to the analogy of faith, in reading and 
interpreting the Scriptures, 

This is the Apoſtle's rule, any 

man propheſy (which word often fig- 
nifies explaining and interpreting 
Scripture in the writings of the New 
Teftament) let him propheſy accordifig 
to the anlalogy or proportion of faith. 
This rule equally holds with reſpect 
to thoſe that inſtru, as well as thoſe 
that learn. It implies having always 
a regard to the fundamental principles 
both of faith and practice, and never 
Interpreting any particular text of 
Scripture in ſuch a ſenſe as to make 
it contradict any of thoſe fundamental 
1 points of doctrine or good manners, 
. | which we {ſind often repeated in the 
4 holy Scriptures, and every where the - 
| - greateſt ſtreſs laid upon them. 
To this purpoſe St. John lays 
down this rule for trying the ſpirits, 
that is, thoſe doctrines which were 
2 Rom, xii. 6, John iv. 1, 2. 
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taught by men pretending to the 


ſpirit: Every ſpirit that con feſſeth not 
that Feſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is 
not of God. This was a fundamental 
principle of Chriſtianity, by which 
other doctrines were to be tried. St. 
Paul lays down a rule to the ſame 
_ purpoſe, * ¶ any man teach otherwiſe, 
and conſent not to wholeſome wordt, 
and to the doctrine which is according 
to godlineſs, that 1s, if any man teach 
ſuch doctrines as contradict the main 
deſign of Chriſtianity, which was to 
promote true holineſs, they are not 
to be hearkened to, nor 1s the ſenſe 


which they give of any particular 
text of Scripture to be received; be- 


cauſe it contradicts the chief deſign 
of Religion in general, and of Chriſ- 
tianity in particular, which plainly 
tells us, That Chriſt came into the 
world to deſtroy the works of the de- 
vil”, and gave himſelf for us that be 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works *. 
1 Tim. vi. 3. b 1 John iii, 8. © Tit. ii. 14. 
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For inſtance, if any one interpret 
thoſe texts of Scripture which main- 
rain owr juſtification by faith only,”or 
our ſalvation by free grace, to ſuch a 
ſenſe as excludes the neceflaty of good 
works, ſuch an interpretation is to be 
rejected; becauſe it contradicts the 
main defign of Chriſtianity, which 
was to make us holy as God ts holy, and 
cleanſe us from all filthineſs both of fleſh 
and ſpirit. This doctrine is ſo often 
and plainly inſiſted upon by the holy 
writers, that the number and evidence 
of Scriptureauthority, as to this point, 
ought in all reaſon. to ovepbalance * 
any argument drawn from a few ob- 
ſcure paſſages, that may ſeem at firſt 
ſight to look another way. For this 
rule ought inviolably to be obſer ved 
in judging of the ſenſe of Scripture, 
never to interpret an obſture text in 
Juch a ſenſe, as to make it contradict a 


« x Pet. i. 15. 
b 2 Cor. vii. 1. | 
© Regula omni rei ſemper ab initio conſtiluta ex pluri- 
bus in pauciora preſcribit, Tertull, adverſ. Praxeam. 
C. 20. - 
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plain one. For certainly we muſt + 
judge of what is obſcure from what 
is plain; not on the contrary; becauſe 
the rule whereby we judge ought to 
be more known than the thing is up- 
on Which we are to paſs our judge- 
ment. And yet this 1s. the uſual mes. 
thod of thoſe who maintain ſome ſin- 
gular conceit or opinion: if they can 


find but one paſſage of Scripture. that 


ſeems to countenance it, they pre- 


ſently lay hold of that, and will hard- 
ly give a fair hearing to any other 
texts, how plain ſocver, that might 
help to expound. this ſingle paſſage, 


and lat it in its true light, 


The third rule I would' n 


mend for this purpoſe, is To compare 
one place of Scripture with anotber. 
This rule St. Paul hath likewiſe 
recommended to us by his own prac- 
tice, * We ſpeak, ſaith he, not in the 
words which man's wiſdom teacheth, 
* Inherendum eft iis que in ſcriptura ſunt aperta, 
ut ex iis Ag obſcura, Auguſt, de Merit. P eG», 


cat. I. 3. c. 4. 
> 1 Cor. it. 13. 
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but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 
comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiri- 
tual. Not to exclude any other helps 
for underſtanding the holy text from 
their Uue uſefulneſs, it is a common, 
and true obſervation, that Scripture 
doth beſt interpret itſelf. This we may 
g aſſign, as one reaſon, why the Bible 

is not written with an exact order, or 
the artificial method of a ſyſtem of 
Divinity; but the ſame truths are of- 
ten repeated and inculcated over a- 
gain. This neglect of aft and method 
may perhaps give offence to ſome o- 
vernice palates; but it is really of 
great uſe, eſpecially to common read- 
ers. The very repeating of weighty 
truths makes a deeper impreſſion up- 
on ordinary underſtandings ; what is 
obſcurely delivered in one place, is 
more clearly expreſſed in another; 
and what is figuratively ſet forth in 
the Old Teſlament, is more plainly 
laid down in the New. And in this 
caſe the comparing the prediction 
with the event doth not only add new 
light to the former, but moreover the 
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holy writers thereby mutually con- 
firm each other's teſtimony. The 
comparing one text of Scripture with 
another is further uſeful upon ſeveral 
accounts, . 
Firſt, This method doth acquaint 
us with the peculiar phraſesof Scrip- 
ture, and forms of ſpeech, which are 
proper to thoſe languages wherein 
the Scriptures were written, by which 
means we learn how to reconcile ſe- 
veral texts that ſeem to contradict 
each other. So the doctrine of St. 
Paul and St. James concerning ſuſti- 
fication by faith, may be eaſily recon- 
ciled by obſerving the different ac- 
ceptations of the word /aith in the 
holy writers. Hence, 1 
Secondly, We learn in what ſenſe 
we are to underſtand ſeveral metapbo- 
rical expreſſions Which we meet with 
in the ſacred writings. For inſtance; 
God is often deſcribed there as hav- 
ing hands, eyes, ears, bowels, and 
other parts of a human body. Theſe 
expreſſions are apt to make us con- 
ceive God to be like ourſelves, as 
D 5 | 
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ſome cf the ancient heretics did. 
To correct ſo abſurd a conceit, we 
muſt compare theſe places with thoſe 
of other texts, which tell us, that 
God it a ſpirit, and which upbraid the 
heathen for the abſurdneſs of their 
idolatry in repreſenting the infinite 
power and, majeſty of God by a ma- 
terial and ſenſeleſs image; thereby 
ſuppoſing God to be like the work 
of his own hands, and rhanging his 
glory into the likeneſs of a corruptible 
creature. Thus the comparing theſe 
ſeveral texts together will convince 
us, that the places which mention 
the hands, or other parts of God 
Almighty, intend only to ſet forth 
God's knowledge, power, and mercy. 
by ſuch; fenfible: repreſentations, as 
might make a deeper impreſſion of 
his- greatneſs and majeſty upon our 
carnal minds and- affections. 

Laſjily, The comparing one text 
with another is particularly. uſeful 
for | explaining the writings: of the 
Prophets, eſpecially. thoſe prophecies 
| Ow relate to the times of the 
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Goſpel. For example; when it is 
foretold that tbe mountain of the 
Lord's houſe ſhould be eſtabliſhed upon 
the top of the mountains, and all na- 
tions ſhould flow unto it: our Sa- 
viour gives the true interpretation of 
this prophecy, _* when he tells the 
woman of Samaria, that the hour 
cometh, when ye ſhall neither in this 
mountain | of Samaria] nor that at je- 
ruſalem, worſhip the Father: but the 
true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Fa- 
ther in ſpirit and in truth ; that is, 
with a ſpiritual and reaſonable ſer- 
vice, without being confined. to one 
certain country or place, 


4. The laſt rule I ſhall offer for 
explaining difficult places of Scrip-- 
ture, eſpecially ſuch as relate to the 
outward government and ordinances 
of the'Church, is, that we ſhould baue 
an eſpecial regard to the practice and 
uſage of the firſt and pureſt ages of the 
Church, and thoſe that were neareſt 
the times of the Apoſtles. a, 


* Ila, li. 1. * Joh. iv. 2 I, 23. 
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This direction perhaps is not ſo 
proper for the uſe of unlearned per- 
ſons; but if it had been obſerved by 
ſome that ſet up for teachers, it 
would have prevented ſeveral diſputes 
that have very much diſturbed the 
peace of the Church. 

It is a received maxim, that every 
Jaw. is beſt explained by the ſubſequent 
practice; and if we apply this rule 
to the chriſtian law, it 1s certain that 
the primitive Chriſtians bad better 
advantages of knowing the mind of 
the Apoſtles, and the ſenſe of their 
Writings, - meerly by living ſo near 
the apoſtolic age, than the greateſt 
induſtry or learning can furniſh us 
with, that live at this diſtance. 
And to ſuppoſe that the Chriſtians, 
who lived in thoſe early days, would 
either careleſly lay aſide, or wilfully 
deviate from the rules and orders, 
which the Apoſtles gave to the 
Church by the direction of God's 
Spirit, is a great reflection upon the 
providence of God and his care of 
the Church; upon the honour of our 


vs - 


| 
| 


1 ] 
holy religion, which, upon this ſup- 
poſition, could not maintain its firſt 


conſtitution ſo long as molt human” 


polities have done; and upon the 
memory of thoſe glorious confeſſors 
and witneſſes to Chriſtianity, who 
plarited the Goſpel with their preach- 
ing, and watered it with their blood, 
and on whole credit and teſtimony 
the authority of the Scripture-canon 
itſelf doth very much depend. 

So much reaſon is there for our 
paying a due deference to the judge- 
ment and practice of the primitive 
Church, in doubts relating to the 
writings and inſtitutions of the 
Apoſtles. . And perhaps the only vi- 
ſible means that is left to heal the 
breaches which diſtract the catholic 
Church, would be, if all parties were 
willing to refer their differences to 
the arbitration of the fri four ages. 
At leaſt; if men would hearken to 
the judgement of the earlieſt times of 
Chriſtianity, it would be a very pro- 
per means to put an end to ſome diſ- 
putes, which very much diſturb our 
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preſent age and Church, as will appear 


by inſtancing in a few particulars. 
I. There have been, and ſtill are, 
ſeveral diſputes relating to original 
ſin, the nature of the goſpel cove- 
nant, and the means of entering into 


it, which would be in a great mea- 


ſure filenced, if men would but have 
a regard to the ſenſe and uſage of 
the primitive times; when the bap- 


tizing of mfants was univerſally prac- 


tiſed in all churches, as can 
plainly proved by undeniable teſti- 
mony. Pelagius and his followers, 


were the firſt that openly denied the 
doctrine of original fin : and when 


they were urged with the argu- 


ment taken from infant baptiſm,” 
they could not deny but the prac- 


tice of it was as old as Chriſtianity 
itfelf*; though the granting thus 


much ig. in effect, overthrow the 


Ceœleſti Pelagiani verba 1 Auguſüin. I. 85, 
contr. Pelag. & Cœleſtium, c. 5. Infantes deberi 


blaplixari in remiſſionem peccatorum ſecundum regulam- 


Univerſalis Eccleſuz, et ſecundum Ewvangelii ſenten- 


tiam, confitemur, Eadem fatentema 3 videre 
eſt. ibid. C. 17, 1 8. py 


25 Sv We e 


63 J 


whole ſcheme of principles, which 
they had advanced againſt the receiv- 
ed doctrine of the catholic Church; 
The great ęſteem which the primi- 
tive Chriſtians had for the ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper, their looking 
upon it as the higheſt part of the 
chriſtian worſhip, and never omit- 
ting the uſe of it upon their ſolemn 
days of devotion, ſufficiently diſ- 
covers what their opinion was con- 
cerning the death and facrifice of 
Chriſt therein commemorated, and 
that they eſteemed it to be the me- 
ritorious cauſe of their redemption. 
So that the Socinians, who deny the 
merit of Chriſt's death and ſuffers 
ings, act very conſiſtently with them- 
ſelves in laying afide the uſe of this 
holy ſacrament; but at the ſame time 
they confeſs, that their doctrine, as 
well as their practice, in this parti- 
cular, is a direct contradiction to the 
judgement of the univerſal Church in 
the beſt and pureſt ages. 17 

2. Every one is ſenſible what eager 
diſputes . there ate on foot about. 


EN 
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church-government, and how com- 
mon it is to hear unlearned and igno- 
rant people, who cannot poſſibly be 
judges of the merits of the cauſe, 
exclaim againſt the government of 
Biſhops, as antichriſtian, and the in- 
troducing of tyranny and ambition in- 
to the Church. To bring this con- 
troverſy to a ſhort iſſue, we only de- 
ſire our adverſaries would grant us 
theſe two things, which ſeem to be 
modeſt and reaſonable requeſts. Firſt, 
that the Scripture is at leaſt as favor- 
able to Epiſcopacy as to any other 
form of church-government, which 
they would ſet up in its room: they 
that will not grant this, ſhow that 
they never thoroughly ſtudied this 
controverſy. And, ſecondly, that the 
ſenſe of the Scriptures, as to this 
point, may be decided by the judge- 
ment of the primitive Church, as the 
moſt competent witneſs 'of the prac- 
tice of the Apoſtles. It is certain 
that ſeveral of: thoſe who were diſci- 
ples to the Apoſtles, ſuch as' Timo- 
thy, Titus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Clemens 
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Romanus, and Dionyſius the Areopa- 
gite, &c. did exerciſe the epiſcopal 
_— the ſame for ſubſtance which 
s practiſed. in our Church at this 


As; that is, they had in their fin- 
gle capacity the chief care and over- 


ſight of many particular churches or 
congregations *: not to inſiſt now, 
that St. James, one of the twelve 
Apoſtles, did plainly exerciſe the e- 
piſcopal office, having his reſidence 
fixed at Yeru/a/em, and preſiding over 
the elders and church there. It 


is as evident, that there could be no 


room for ambition, or ſecular intereſt 


in theſe early times, when all the ad- 


vantage that biſhoprics brought along 
with them was a nearer ſtep to ſuffer- 


ings and martyrdom. It is no leſs cer- 


tain, that this form of government 
was univerſally ſettled over the whole 
chriſtian Church in the age imme- 


diately ſucceeding the times of the 


a Vide Eb. Hiſt. Eccl. I. 3. c. 4. and l. 4. c. 23. 

» See this fully proved in Dr. Maurice's defence of 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy. 
. © See Acts xxi. 18. Xii. 17. XV. 13. 
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Apoſtles, The adverſaries of Epiſ- 
copacy have been often Salo to 
produce one fingle example of any 
Church ſettled without Biſhops, for 
the ſpace of above fifteen ee 
years after Chriſt; and they have not 
yet been able to give any inſtance to 
the contrary, that cauld fatisfy- any 
perſon of ordinary learning or judge 
ment. 

. Now after ſuch pregnant proofs of 
the antiquity of the epiſcopal govern- 
ment, for men ſtill to cry out upon it 
as a remnant. of Popery, is to make 
Popery much older than it really is, 
and thereby give greater advantage to 
its cauſe, than it becomes thoſe men- 
to do, who profeſs themſelves to be 
ſuch zealous Proteſtants. For if it is 
once yielded that Popery was ſettled. 


in the times next to the apoſtolic age, 


it will be no hard matter for the e- 
miſſaries of that Church to perſuade 
people, that what we call Popery is 
really the true and primitive ſtate of 
Chriſtianity. Such advantage does 
raſh and To zeal 888 5 Popery 


1 
afford to that very cauſe, which it 
ſeems with ſo much vehemence to 
oppoſe. And as a great maſter of 
controverſy hath obſerved, * * Thoſe 
who forego the teſtimony of anti- 


quity, as all oppoſers of the Church 


of England muſt do, muſt unavoidably 
run into infuperable difficulties in 


dealing with the Papiſts, which the 


| principles of our Church do lead us 


through,” whoſe glory and happineſs 
it is to have been reformed by the rule 
of God's word, and the pattern of the 
beſt and pureſt ages: upon which ac- 
eount it is ſo much envied and ma- 
ligned by the popiſh party, who, not 
without reaſon, look upon it as the 
moſt formidable enemy -that they 
have, becauſe it confutes their falſe 
pretences to antiquity upon the ſureſt 
principles. 

The inference I ſhall make from 
what has been ſaid concerning the ob- 
ſcurity of ſeveral Scripture paſſages, 
is this, That we ought to read the 


* B:/hep Stillingfleet, Preface to the Unreaſonabien'fs 
of Separation, p. 5. 
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Scriptures with an humble, modeſt, 
and teachable diſpoſition, * with a wil- 
lingneſs to embrace all truths which 
are plainly delivered there,” how con- 
trary ſoever to our own former opi- 
nions or prejudices : that we ought 
in matters of difficulty readily to 
hearken to the judgement of our 
teachers, and thoſe that are ſet over 
us in the Lord : that we ſhould check 
every preſumptuous 7hought or reaſen- 
ing © which exalts itfelf againſt any of 
thoſe myſterious truths therein reveal- 
ed, ſtill remembring that God is great, 
and we know him not, and it is im- 
poſſible for us 1% ſearch out the Al. 
mighty unto perfection. And if we 
thus ſearch after the truth #2 the love 
Sit we ſhall not miſs of finding 
that knowledge which will make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation. | 

z Omnis ſcriptura ſacra eo ſpiritu debet legi quo ſeripe 
ta 1 Kemps late Cuil, J. 8 oy MLT 


A,, 2 Cor. x. 5. © Job xxxvi. 26. 
« Job xi. 7. 2 Thel. ii. 10. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Concerning the Hiſtorical Books of the 
Old Teſtament, and what things 
are chiefly obJervable in our reading 
of them. 


HITHERTO I have offered only 
ſome general conſiderations, which 
tend to illuſtrate the ſtyle of the 


Holy Scriptures, and tò juſtify that 


method which the holy Spirit hath 


pitched upon for inſtructing us in all 


ſaving truths, and taking off thoſe pre- 


judices which hinder many from the 


careful reading and ſtudy of the holy 
Scriptures. I ſhall now proceed to give 
more particular directions concerning 
the uſe we are to make of the ſeveral 
parts of the holy writings. And be- 
cauſe I do not intend to treat of eve 
book by itſelf, I ſhall conſider them 
under ſome general heads, to which 
they may conveniently be reduced. 
And to begin with the O/d Teſta- 
ment, we may divide the books of 


% | 

it into theſe four forts; the Hiftori- 
cal, the Moral, the P/a/ms, and the 
Prophets, I ſhall make ſome obſer- 
vations upon each of theſe general 
heads, which may help to explain 
the chief intent and deſign of thoſe 
ſeveral writings, and the principal 
uſes we are to make of them. 


The firſt that come under our con- 
ſideration are he Hitorical books. 
Reading oi biſtory is commonly 
reckoned one of the moſt diverting 
ſtudies we can entertain ourſelves 
with, in which reſpect the Scripture 
hiſtory hath incomparably the advan- 
tage above all other writings in that 
kind; inaſmuch as it contains the 
molt ancient records that are extant 
in the world, and relates the moſt 
remarkable occurrences that ever hap- 
ened in it. The Bible gives us an ac- 
count of the beginning of the world. 
and affords us a proſpect unto the end 
of it. It begins with the hiſtory of 
the creation, of the ſtate of innocence, 


of the deluge, and of the peopling of 
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the world afterward: of all which 
wonderful tranſactions the heathens 
had only an obſcure tradition; a tra- 
dition indeed ſo univerſally ſpread, 
as doth ſufficiently atteſt the truth of 
the Scripture records, as to each of 
theſe particulars ; but withal fo mix- 
ed and darkened with fabulous cir- 
cumſtances, as very much weakened 
the credit of the whole relation. So 
that thoſe, who could not have re- 
courſe to a more authentic account 
of theſe important affairs, were in 
doubt, whether the world had any be- 
ginning or not, and thence came to 
ueſtion the being of its author. 

The facred hiftory gives likewiſe 
an account of the fall of man, of the 
entrance of ſin into the world, and 
thoſe many evils and calamities which 
it brought along with it. This the 
wiſeſt Philoſophers were very much 
puzzled to trace the original of, or 
give a ſatisfactory reaſon, how fo 
much evil ſhould come into a world 
that was made by a good God. But 
the Scripture account diſplays both 
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the juſtice and goodneſs of God in 


this matter, becauſe it diſcovers - to 
us, that God took occaſion thence to 
make known the riches of his mercy 


toward the loſt ſons of Adam, by 


ſending his own Son into the world 
to redeem them, that where fin had 
abounded, grace might much more a- 
bound. Here we ſee the ſcene of 
man's redemption beginning to open 
immediately after the creation, to 
ſhow us that Chriſt was the end of the 
law *, and of all the diſpenſations of 
Providence which preceded it ; that 
he © was the Lamb flain in the purpoſe 
and decree of God, before the founda- 
tion of the world, and promiſed from or 
before ancient times, though for great 
and wiſe reaſons be did not appear till 


toward the* concluſion of the ages of 
| the world. So we find one and the 
ſame deſign purſued from one end of 


the Bible to the other; and all the ſa- 
cred writers agree in diſplaying the 


Rom. v. 20. Rom. x. 4. Rev. xiii. 8. 
4 Ar yeora aiuvwy, Tit. i. 2, confer LXX. In- 
terp, ad Pal. Ixxvii. 5. Ifa. Ixiii. 9, 11. | 
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great myſtery , godlineſs by various 
ſteps and degrees, from the promiſe 
of the bleſſed /eed in Paradiſe © to the 


end and conſummation of all things. 
I am ſenſible that there are great 
difficulties to be met with in the firſt 


three chapters of Gengſis, which have 
made ſome ancient writers queſtion 
whether all the particulars therein 
related- were to be underſtood literally 
or not : and of late an opinion hath 
much prevailed, which maintains that 
Moſes wrote this part of his hiſtory as 
a lawgiver, and not as a philoſopher. 
If the meaning of this expreſſion 


be, that Moſes did not write with that 


accuracy of phraſe, or with thoſe 
terms of art which Des Cartes or 
Galilæo would have done upon the 
ſame ſubject, it is readily granted; for 
ſuch a diſcourſe would have been a- 
bove the apprehenſion of common un- 


derſtandings, and ſo not anſwered the 


intent of Mo/es's writing. I think we 
may, without derogation to the Scrip- 
ture authority, own that the Philoſo- 


Gen. iii. 15. 
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phy of it is popular, and ſuited to the 
apprehenſions of the unlearned: of 
which kind we may allow thoſe Scrip- 
ture expreſſions to be, which ſuppoſe 
the ſun to move, and the earth to ſtand 
ill; and I cannot fee why we ſhould 
lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon them, as out of 
deference to their authority, to check 
any philoſophical inquiries which 
may favour the contrary opinion ; 
ſince the great aſſerters of the earth's 
motion would in a popular diſcourſe 
comply with the common way of 
ſpeaking. But when this pretence is 
carried fo far, as to explode the hiſtory 
of the fix days creation, delivered with 
ſuch particular circumſtances by Mo- 
ſes, and thoſe confirmed by the reſt of 
the ſacred writers, and to reject his 
whole narrative as a piece of pure in- 
vention, becauſe it does not agree 
with a bypothefis, where I think it is 
plain, that invention hath a very great 
ſhare ; and where the difficulties that 
may be objected, will be found to be 

reater : ſuch an undertaking betrays 
the over-fondneſs ingenious men are 
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apt to have for their own ſchemes, and 
the little regard they pay to Scripture 
authority, when it ſtands in compe- 
tition with a beloved notion. 

I would not be thought to under- 


value 1 which is certainly 


a noble and uſeful ſtudy, as it ſearches 
out the wiſdom of God in his works. 
But I think it may find employment 
enough, without entering into that 
nice and uncertain ſpeculation, how 
God made the world, which a mo- 
dern Philoſopher of ſome note hath 
looked upon as an undertaking above 
the reach of human underſtanding * 
which may very well content itſelf, 
with inquiring by what laws nature 


works ever ſince its ſettlement at the 


creation, and not preſume to confine 
God almighty to the ſame rules in 
creating the world, which inferior a- 
gents are tied to follow in continuing 


it. For we may obſerve, that even in 


the ordinary courſe of generation, the 


firſt vital functions are not performed 


* Majus eft mundus opus, quam ut afſequi mens bu- 
mana ejus molitionem paſit. Gaſſend. Phyſic. 
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in the ſame manner before the forma- 
tion of the heart, liver, and brain, as 
they are when the tus is brought to 
perfection. And granting this dif- 
ference between God's works while 
they were making, and after they 
were made, and the courſe of nature 
ſettled, I doubt not but Moſes's hiſ- 
tory of the creation will deſerve that 
character, which one who was an 
eminent” Philoſopher, as well as a 

ood Divine gives of it, namely, 


That it is ſuch a plain, brief, and un- 


affetted account of the creation, as muſt 
needs recommend itſelf to 175 belief of 
all impartial men. 

Eſpecially if we add this conſide- 
ration to the former, namely, that 
Maſess principal deſign in writing 
this hiſtory ef the fix days creation, 
was to give a plain intelligible ac- 

count of the viſible part of it, or 
of this planetary ſyſtem, which hath 
the ſun for its center, as our excel- 


* 


p. Wilkins of Nat. Rel g. p. 65. 
Þ Y,” Cyril. J. 2. cont. Julian. p. 50, &c. Eu. 
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lent expoſitor Biſhop Patrie ſpeaks, 
in order to the confuting of that 


| fort of idolatry, which chiefly pre- 


vailed in his time, and conſiſted in 
giving worſhip to the heavenly bo- 
dies, or ſome principal ꝓarts of the 
lower world. 

Theſe two confiderations will, I 
preſume, afford a ſufficient anſwer to 
the philoſophical objections which 
are commonly urged againſt the Scrip- 
ture hiſtory of the creation. But 
becauſe ſome modern hypotheſes, what- 
ever reputation they may have pro- 
cured to their authors, yet have ma- 


nifeſtly tended to weaken the credit 


of Maſes's account of the primeval 


ſtate of the world, it may not be 


amiſs briefly to vindicate the autho- 


rity of this firſt, and as I may juſtly. 


call it, fundamental part of Scrip- 
ture revelation, by pointing out the 
moſt remarkable ſtrokes of divine 
wiſdom, which are ſo conſpicuous 


in this narrative, that ſome of them 


have been honorably mentioned, even 
by Heathens themſelves. 


11 


The firſt remarkable paſſage I ſhall 
take notice of is, that Moſes aſcribes 
the creation of the world wholly to 
the free pleaſure of God, and aſſigns 
no other cauſe of it, but the di- 
vine decree, which. he expreſſes by 
God's pronouncing the* Fiat within 
himſelf. Now this is ſo worthy a 
conception of the almightineſs of 
the divine will, that Longinus, who 
looked upon Maſes only as a wile 
lawgiver, not as an inſpired writer, 
pitches upon this expreſſion as an 
inſtance of the true /ub/zme, as ha- 
ving a grandeur in it ſuitable to the 
majeſty of the perſon whom he re- 
preſents, and ſuch as conveys to 
our minds a juſt idea of God's om- 
nipotence. The truth here aſſerted 
ought the more to be regarded, be- 
cauſe it was above the reach of ſome 
of the wiſeſt philoſophers, who 
thought that God's goodneſs could 
not lie idle and not exert itſelf ; and 
thence inferred, that ſince God was 


Gen. 1, 3. b [Weg dhe, Set. 7. 
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good from all eternity, the world 
muſt be coeternal with him. Where- 
as reaſon itſelf, rightly informed, in- 
ſtruts us, that though God be eſ- | 
ſentially good, yet as he is, or can | 
be, a debtor to none, ſo the ma- 
nations of his goodneſs muſt be free 
and unconſtrained, and conſequently 
the exerciſe of it muſt be limited by 
ſuch meaſures as ſeem belt to his 
infinite wiſdom. And this doctrine, 
which is ſo clearly deducible from 
the place before us, is expreſsly de- 
livered in that heavenly hymn, re- 1 
corded in the Revelation, thou baſt 1 
created all things, and for thy plea- | 
ſure they are and were created, | 
The next remarkable paſſage, 
which I ſhall recommend to the de- | 
vout reader's obſervation, 1 is, that ref 7 
L which Mojes* informs us God en- | 
joyed, when he had finiſhed his . 
\ works of creation. And I the ra- 
ther inſiſt upon this paſſage, becaule 
| it is mentioned with approbation by 
that eminent Philoſopher my Lord 


* Ch. iv, 11. b Gen. ii. 2. 
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Bacon, and . therefore I hope his 
judgement may ſcreen it from the 
cenſure of being a popular and un- 
philoſophical notion. For we are not 
to underſtand by it, ſuch a reſt as 
poor mortals are refreſhed with after 


their being wearied with hard la- 


bour, but that pleaſure which the 
Almighty took in viewing his works, 
and pronouncing them to be ex- 


ceeding good, which the FEſalmiſt calls 


the Lord's rejoicing in his works®. 


Whereas in all t fore travel which 
God gives to the ſons of men to be ex- 
erciſed therewith, they can take no 


Taſting reſt nor comfort, but find all 


of them to end in vanity and vexation 


of Jpartt. 


It is likewiſe agreed by the una- 
nimous conſent of all interpreters, 
both Jeuiiſb and Cbriſtian, that the 
Sabbath, a feaſt of God's own im- 


mediate inſtitution, was deſigned to 
typify and repreſent that Heavenly 
reſt which remains for the people of 


* Preface to Inſtaur. * et alibi. 
b Pſal. civ. 31. 
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God after this world is ended, when 
they ſhall ceaſe from the labours and 


template his works with the greateſt 
pleaſure and delight, and alſo take 
a view of their own good works 
with comfort and fatisfa&tion ; for 
the Scripture tells us, that they will 
alſo follow us, or go along with us, 
into that ſtate of bliſs. 

The ſame conſent of antiquity will 
juſtify us in aſſigning this as one 
reaſon, why God thought fit to di- 
vide the creation into ſix days work; 
namely, to preſignify that this world 
ſhould laſt fix millennaries of years 
(according to that maxim of Scrip- 
ture, That one day is with the Lord 
as A thouſand years) and then the 
Sabbath, or millennium of reſt, ſhould: 
follow. 

However that be, the. arguments: 


® Heb. iv. . 
» Rev. xiv. 13: 
* "Axonuber T aura. Comp. Luke ix. 49» 
4 2 Pet. il. 8, 
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which learned men have brought 
to prove that the Sabbath was ob- 
ſerved by the patriarchs from the 
very creation, and that the fourth 
commandment, and the preceding in- 
ſtitution mentioned Exod. xvi. 23. 
was only a revival of that primi- 
tive uſage which had been intermit- 
ted during the Egyptian bondage ; as 
alſo that cuſtom which hath generally 
prevailed among all nations, of reck- 
oning their time by a ſeptenary re- 
volution of days: all theſe argu- 
ments, I fay, are a very good proof 
that Moſes's account of the fix days 
work of creation is literally true. 

A third particular that deſerves our 
notice in the Scripture hiſtory of the 
creation, is the account which Mo/es 
gives us of the nature and origin of 
the ſoul, namely, that it was not 
made out of matter, but immediately 
created by God, and breathed inio 

* See Bi r's Fpift. 5 . Allix' 
A ns vil as 


. Theophil. ad Autolycum. I. 2. p. 95. Lait. 
Oxon, er Grotii notas ad 1, 1. c. 16. de Veritat. Chr. 


Relig. | 


N 
the body which was formed out of 
duſt; that it is the Sreatbh of lie, 
which gives life, ſenſe, and motion 
to the body : nay, that it has a prin- 
ciple of true divine life in itſelf, 
being made after the tmage and likeneſs 
of God; the intellectual perfections 
of human underſtanding and will, 
bearing the neareſt reſemblance to 
the divine nature of any powers we 
can diſcover in this lower part of 
the creation. Whence it follows, 
that the ſoul hath a happineſs of its 
own, independent of the body, and 
conſequently is capable of a divine 
and heavenly ſtate. I hope this may 
pals for a ſtrain above vulgar notions, 
and gives as good an account of the 
dignity and prerogatives of human 
ſouls, as the acuteſt philoſophers can 
furniſh us with. 

| Fourthly, Mo/es makes the inſti- 
tution of marriage coequal with the 
creation, and confines it to one man 
and one woman, or at leaſt repreſents 
this as the moſt perfect and primi- 
tive pattern of that ſtate ; which is 
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ſuch a wiſe and juſt reſtraint of men's 
appetites as the laws or manners of 
few nations before the times of 
- Chriſtianity did countenance. Here- 
by we are inſtructed likewiſe that 
the ſtate of matrimony is the or- 
dinance of God, and not only the 
prudent inſtitution of human law- 
givers, as the Heathens generally 
thought it to be. | 

I have already obſerved that Moſes 
gives us a better account of man's 
fall, than the wiſeſt of the Heathens 
could attain to, though they reaſon- 
ably concluded from the unrulineſs 
of men's paſſions, and the want of 
ſufficient power in the mind to check 
and control them, that there was a 
lapſe, or weakning, of the higher 

wers of the ſoul, whereby it had 
loſt that dominion which it originally 
had over the whole man. So that the 


Homo non ut a matre, ſed ut a noverca natura 
_ editus eſt in vitam —animo anxio ad moleſtias, 
humili ad timores, molli ad labores, prono ad libi- 
dines, in quo tamen ineſt tanquam obrutus quidam 
divinus ignis ingenii et mentis. Cicero apud Au- 
guftin. J. 4. contr. Julianum. | 
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Scripture hiſtory of this matter ought 
to be valued, if it were only for this 
reaſon, that it is the only account 
which hath been tranſmitted to us of 
that univerſal corruption which hath 
overſpread the world, and which. all 
men have reaſon to be ſenſible of, and 
to lament. Thus much may be ſaid 
in general for the juſtification of that 
part of the Maſaic hiſtory; and if 
we proceed to examine the ſeveral 
cixcumſtances of this ſtory, we may 
obſerve that Maſes hath in a very live- 
ly manner deſcribed the paſſions and 
weak ſide of human nature, in the 
account he gives us of the fall. 

Firſt, He gives us to underſtand, 
that the tempter infuſed into Eve a 
diſlike of her own condition, and an 
aiming at a happineſs above it. Ac- 
cordingly experience juſtifies the 
truth of this obſervation, that pride 
goes before a fall; and ambition and 
diſcontent are the uſual inlets to roin 
and miſery. - 

The lovely aſpect of the forbidden 
fruit doth admoniſh us, that preſent 
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temptations work more powerfully 
upon our ſenſes and affections, than 
dry thinking and reaſoning can do 
-upon our judgements. | 

As ſoon as our parents had eaten 
the forbidden fruit, the text tells us, 
that the eyes of them were opened; 
implying, that their eyes were opened 
in a different ſenſe from that which 
the tempter had inſinuated to them, 

namely, to apprehend clearly the evil 
they had done, and the miſery they 
had brought upon themſelves, thEre- 
by inſtructing us in this great and uſe- 
ful truth, that however ſin may blind 
the eyes while we are in the eager 
purſuit of it, yet when it is once fi- 
niſhed and the pleaſure over, the maſk 
is taken off, and it appears in its 
true colours; the mind is awakened 
to a thorough ſenſe of the greatneſs 
of the crime, and her own folly in 


committing it. 


a Gen. iii. 7. d Ibid. viii. 5. | 

. , © PerfeHto demum ſcelere, magnitude ejus intellecta , 
as that accurate deicriber of human nature, Tacitus, 

repreſents it. Annal. lib, xiv. 
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Their hiding themſelves among the 
trees f the garden is a lively repre- 
ſentation of the cowardlineſs of guilt, 
and that the noſe of a ſhaken leaf 
is enough to fright thoſe that are 
conſcious to themſelves that they 
deſerve puniſhment. 

Having mentioned this circum- 
ſtance, I ſhall venture to digreſs a 
little for the explaining of the true 
meaning of the whole verſe where 
it ig, mentioned, becauſe I find great 
exception taken againſt the literal 
ſenſe of the former part of it, where 
it is ſaid, that our firſt parents beard 
the voice of the Lord God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day, 
as if it were a very improper repre- 
ſentation of the divine nature. But 
ſurely that learned perſon who makes 
this objection, is too well acquaint- 
ed with antiquity, to be ignorant, 
that it was the unanimous ſenſe of 


the ancient Church, both Jewiſb 


= Gen. iii. 8. 
b See Dr. Allix' en of the Jewiſh Church 


againſt the Unitarians, eſpecially c. 13, 14, 15+ 
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and Chri/tian *, that as God made the 
world by his Son, all the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence, eſpecially the af- 


fairs of the Church, were ordered 
and diſpoſed by him. This opinion 


is built upon thoſe texts of Scripture, 


where the incommunicable name of 
Febovah is given to an angel” and 
cannot be reaſonably underſtood of 


- any other 'but the Son of God, who 


is expreſsly called the angel of the co- 


venant, by the prophet Malacki * : 
this ſecond perſon of the bleſſed Tri- 


nity, as he fometimes took upon bim 
the character of an angel, ſo at other 
times he aſſumed a human ſhape, as 
an emblem, or earneſt, of the incarna- 
tion. Thus he appeared to Abraham *, 
to Jacob, to Foſhua', to Gideon; 
and it is altogether as probable he 


Ste the Proofs, both from the New Teſtament, 
and the Primitive Fathers, in Biſhop Bull's Defenſi 
Fid. Nic. c. 1.4. 1. 

b See Gen. xx1i. 11,12, 15, 16, 18. xxxi. 11, 13. 
Exod. iii. 2, 4z 6. xxXitl. 20; 21. comp. with Exod; 
xxxiii. 2, 3, 14. and with xiii. 21. and xiv. 19. 

© Malachi ii. 1, 4 Gen. xviii. 2, 13, 17, 22. 26. 
Gen. xxxii. 24. f Joſh, v. 13, 14, 15. 5 Judg. 
vi. 11, 14, 16, 21. - 
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might converſe with our firit parents 
under the ſame ſhape in paradiſe, as 
it is particularly affirmed by Theo- 
philus Antiocbenus; and thoſe ex- 
preſſions, let us make man, and Adam 
is become like one of us, plainly imply 
a plurality of divine perſons concern- 
ed in theſe tranſactions, and were 
always interpreted to that ſenſe by 
the ancient writers, both eus and 
Chri/tians. And as for the expreſſion 
of. God's walking in the wind, or cool 
of the day, it is a manifeſt alluſion 
to the time of walking in thoſe hot 
countries, which was uſually toward 
the evening. 

But if this ſenſe of the words be 
not accepted, they are fairly capable 
of another, by joining the participle 
{ walking] with the ſubſtantive | voice] 
and tranſlating the word thus, they 
heard the voice of the Lord God diſ- 


perfing itſelf (ſo the phraſe is uſed * 


Ferem. xlvi. 22.) or waxing loud, or 
increaſing among the trees of the gar- 
den. Thus the word n ſignifies, 


Lib. 2. ad Autolycum. p. 129. Ed. Oxon. 
\ 
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when it is joined with v Exod. xix. 
19, and then the ſenſe will be, that 
the divine Schechinah appeared with 
a terrible ſound accompanying it as 
a token of God's diſpleaſure. A 
ſtill voice is ſometimes mentioned in 
Scripture * as a mark of God's pre- 
ſence; and the very apprehenſion of 
his appearing is enough to put guilty 
perſons in a great conſternation ; but 
a ſtormy wind and tempeſt is the 


token of his coming with anger and 


vengeance ', And taking the words 
in either of theſe ſenſes, the context 
ſeems to favour the expoſition; for 
when God called Adam, in the fol- 
lowing verſe, he replies, I heard, thy 
voice in the garden, and was afraid. 

I am ſenſible that there are ſeveral 
difficulties relating to the irt three 
chapters of Gene/is, which ſtill want 
to be placed in a better light ; and 
in order to the clearing of them, we 
muſt acknowledge, that ſometimes a 
myſtical and ſpiritual ſenſe is hidden 
* Gee 2 Sam v. 24. 1 Kings xix, 12 

Þ See Pi. xviii. 10, 14. Ia. xxx. 30. Ezek. xili. 13. 


1 
under a literal one: That by the Ser- 
pent we are to underſtand the Devil, 
making uſe of the Serpent as his in- 
ſtrument, is confirmed by the una- 
nimous expoſition of the ſacred writers 
themſelves, and thoſe both of the O/4 
and New Te/tament*. Nor indeed 
was it congruous that Moſes, who 
had taken notice only of the viſible 
creation, ſhould preſently introduce 
angels or ſpirits into this lower world. 
In like manner by the nakeaneſs, at 
the diſcovery of which our firſt pa- 
rents were confounded immediately 
upon their fall, we are not only to un- 
derſtand the nakedneſs of the body, 
but likewiſe their minds being di- 
veſted of its natural ornaments of pu- 
rity and innocence*. By that ric 
guard which is kept about the tree 
of life, we are to underſtand that 
eternal life is a happineſs out of our 
reach, and from which we muſt be 


* Iſa. xxvii. 1. Luke x. 19. John vii. 44. Rev. 
xii. 9. xx. 2. 

b Compare Exod. xxxii. 25» Rev, ill, 18, xvi. 15. 
2 Cor. v. 3. ; 
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totally excluded, unleſs Chriſt grves 
us power to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midſt of the paradije of 
i God, which he hath promiſed to do 
| to his faithful ſervants *. 

I ſhall leave the further purſuit of 
this argument to thoſe that have un- 
derſtanding in the depths of the holy 
oracles, who in this, as well as in ma- 
ny other parts of the Scriptures, will 
diſcover ſeveral important truths to 

be couched under ſuch expreſſions, 

as a careleſs and unattentive reader 
would take little or no notice of, and 

ſhall only juſt obſerve, that two of 

the principal difficulties relating to 

this place, namely, concerning the 

ſituation of paradiſe, and why the 

tempter diſcourſed with Eve wid the 

ſhape of a ſerpent, have been happily 

cleared by two learned critics of our 

own age; the one by M. Huet, in 

, his accurate treatiſe, de Paradiſo ; the 

; other by Archbiſhop Wake, in his 

1 learned diſcourſe of Idolatry*, who 

obſerves that the Hebrew word /araph, 


Rev. ü. 7. b P. 356. . 
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which ſignifies a fiery ſerpent *, in the 
plural ſeraphim, denotes likewiſe an 
order of angels with wings, who, by 
the clearneſs and brightneſs of their 
aſpect, appear as it were flaming and 
fiery. From which this moſt reve- 
rend author ingeniouſly conjectures 
that the Devil appeared in the form 
of ſuch a fiery ſerpent, as reſembled. 
a flaming angel, and ſo was miſtaken 
by Eve for one of thoſe bright /era- 
phim, which made up part of the 
Schechinah of the Logos; and from 
the ſame grounds aſſigns the reaſon 
why ſerpents were elteemed ſacred 
and worſhipped in ſeveral parts of the 
heathen world. 

My chief deſign being to illuſtrate 
the ſenſe, and aſſert the authority of 
holy Scripture, I thought it would 
be no improper digreſſion, if I ſpent 
ſome time in clearing the ſenſe of 
this important portion of holy Writ, 
and vindicating it from ſome objec- 
tions, which have been of late in- 


| 
4 
: 
6 
N 
Fl 


Numb. xxi. 6. Deut. viii. 15. Iſa, xiv. 19. 
b Ia. vi. 25 6. f 


p © þ 4 


1 
1 
4 


71 


1 941] 


duſtriouſly revived againſt its credit 
and authority. And I hope, that 
what has been ſaid, may be in ſome 
meaſure ſerviceable to ſatisfy men's 
doubts in this point, and to preſerve 
a due reverence for this moſt primi- 
tive part of the antiquities of the 
world; and upon the truth of which 
the authority of both Teflaments doth 
very much depend. 

Another particular relating to the 
books of Moſes, which I would re- 
commend to the obſervation of the 
attentive reader, is this; that in 
his writings, and indeed throughout 
the Old Teſtament, we may obſerve 


two different ſyſtems or ſchemes of 


religion *, if I may ſo term them; 
the one of the patriarchs, prophets, 
and eminent perſons among the Jews ; 
the other adapted to the temper of 
the more 1gnorant and inferior ſort, 
and moſt regarded by thoſe who lived 


in the corrupt and degenerate times 


of the Jeuijſb ſtate. 
The former is an inſtitution purely 


a Se Euſeb. Præparat. Evang. lib, 7. c. 6, 7. &c. 
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ſpiritual, and built upon the foun- 
dations of natural religion (whoſe 
principles are there placed in their 
trueſt and beſt light) eſpecially upon 
| theſe two fundamental principles of it, 
the love of God above all things, and 
of our neighbour as ourſelves*. It 
enjoins men to do juſtly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with God to live 
under a grateful ſenſe of God's provi- 
dence, and a comfoftable hope of 
obtaining his promiſes, eſpecially that 
great one concerning the Meſſias, and 
all thoſe heavenly bleſſings of which 
he was to be the author. The lay, 
taken in this ſenſe, St. Paul calls ſpi- 
ritual and holy, and juſt and good; and 
.thoſe Jews that practiſed it, he calls 
Jews mwardly, whoſe circumciſion was 
that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and 
not in the letter ©; and with a regard 
to this more perfect part of the Mo/ar- 
cal diſpenſation, he often inſiſts upon 
theſe points, that the Fathers, Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, and Abraham, were juſ= 
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1 
tified by faith, as well as we Chriſtians"; 
that all the faithful, both before and 
under the law, eat the ſame ſpiritual 
meat, drank the ſame ſpiritual drink ®, 
and embraced the ſame heavenly promi- 


ese, which are now more explicitly 
revealed by the Goſpel. 


The other ſyſtem of religion con- 
ſiſted merely in outward obſervances, 
either ſuch as related to the public 
worſhip of God in the tabernacle, or 
concerned men's private behaviour in 
the ordinary way of life. And theſe 
the ſame Apoſtle * ſtyles weak and 
beggarly elements. 

The former of theſe none can deny 
to be worthy of God ; for it lays down 
a much more perfe& ſcheme of re- 
ligion than the wiſeſt Heathens could 
ever diſcover by the dim light of cor- 
rupt nature; and it is often taken no- 


tice of by the ancient Fathers*, and the 


2 Heb. xi. 2, &c. Rom. iv. 13. Gal. iii. 8, 17, 18, 

d 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. © Heb. xi. 13, * Gal. iv. . 

© Vid. Juſtin, M. Apol. II. (verius I.) =. 76, 77. 
Edit. Oxon. Clem. Alex. Strom. J. 1. p. 302. 72 
p. 394. J. 5. p. 391. Euſeb. Prep. Evan. J. g. c. 3 
J. 13. c. 7. et alibi paſſim. 
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| other learned advocates for Chriſtiani- 


ty *, that the belt notions the Philo- 
ſophers and heathen Legiſlators had 
about religious matters were drawn 
from the writings of the Ola Te/tament. 
But the other part of the Maſaical 
ſyſtem, conſiſting chiefly of external 
rites and ordinances, hath been thought 
by Inſidels a conſiderable objection a- 
gainſt the divine authority of the law 
of Moſes, as containing in it ſuch un- 
accountable injunctions, as they think 
unworthy of the wiſdom of God. 
But the force of this objection will 
be taken off by theſe two conſidera- 
tions. 1. That ſome of the Few 
laws and ordinances which - ſeem 
ſtrange to us, had a particular reſpect 
to the rights and religious cuſtoms. of 
the neighbouring nations, as hath been 
fully proved by learned mens, and is 
confeſſed by that learned Jew Maima- 


nides . God intending to preſerve the 


Jews from falling into the idolatries 
Huetii Demonſtr. Evang. Prop. 4: c. 2. 2. 145 


et c. 11, per totum. 
d See particularly Dr. Spencer de Legib. Hebr. 
© More Newoch, par, 3. c. 29. et ſequent. 
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. 
of the Heathens, partly by retaining 
in their laws ſome indifferent cuſtoms 


of theirs, innocently introduced; and 
partly, by inſtituting other ceremo- 


nies in oppoſition to the cruel, im- 


pure, and abfurd rites, which the 
Pagans uſed in the worſhip of their 
idols. 2. That ſeveral precepts of 
the ceremonial law have a moral 


ſenſe couched under them, it being 


the ancient way of inſtructing men 
by outward ſigns and ſymbolical re- 
preſentations, as appears by the 'fa- 
mous Symbols, of Pythagoras: a me- 
thod of inſtruction which he probably 
learned from the Eaſtern Sages, with 


whom he had converſed*. To this 


ſenſe, Joſephus expounds many pre- 
cepts of the ceremonial law, and ſe- 
veral places of the New Teſtament © 
plainly favour ſuch an interpretation. 
And the precept of circumciſion is 
expounded to a moral ſenſe by MV 
himſelf *. 3. That a great part of the 
rites enjoined in the ſervice of God 


2 See Prov. i. 6. W Antig. l. 4. © See Ads x. 14. 
15, 28. 1 Cor. V. 6, 7. and ix. 9. 9 Deut. X. 16. 


s win WH Wa 


er 


nN 


s OW bu % 1 


[ 99 J 


by the ordinances of the law, were a 


figure or parable for the time then pre- 
ſent *, did typify and exhibit in myſ- 


tical repreſentations the days of the 
Meſſias, as the Apoſtles have fully 
proved in their writings, particularly 
St. Paul in the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, the Jews themſelves of thoſe 
times agreeing with them in the ſame 
notions *, as ſeveral of the more mo- 
dern Jews have done ſince. Indeed 
without ſuppoſing the ceremonial law 
to be a figure of the Goſpel, it 1s as 
hard to reconcile theſe two ſchemes 
of the Fewiſb religion with each other, 
as with the Goſpel itſelf. Whereas 
if we compare the * rudiments of the 
law with thg more perfect revelation 
of the Goſpel, and explain them by 
the light which that lets in u 

them, we preſently ſee the veil taken 
away from the face of Moles, and are 
able to /ook to the end or principal de- 
ſign of hat inſtitution, which though 


2 Hlagao0ky tis 799 nie To ir. Heb. ix. . 
> $4 Philo's Writings. 
& Trois, Gal. iv. 9. 
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ordained by God himſelf, was" to be 
aboliſhed, and give place unto a better. 
So that this very objection affords us 
a new prooſ of the divine original of 
the holy Scriptures, becauſe it helps 
to diſcover the harmony and con- 
nexion of the ſeveral parts of thoſe 
divine writings. 

The next remarkable paſſage re- 
lating to the books of Moſes, which 
J would deſire the attentive reader to 
take particular notice of, is, God's 
chooſing Abraham and his ſeed, ſe- 
parating them from the reſt of the 
world, and making'a covenant with 
them, that he would be their God, 
and they ſhould be his people; and 
that in the fulneſs of time the pro- 
miſed ſeed ſhould ariſe out of that 
nation, This was the firſt great ſtep 
that God made, toward the fulfilling 
the promiſe of the Meſſias: in order to 
the making of which promiſe good, it 
was fit that God ſhould make choice 
of ſome particular family, or people, 
whence he ſhould deſcend, or elſe he 
muſt have ſprung from idolaters, 


which would have been by no means 
ſuitable to the dignity of his perſon, 
or the deſign of his coming. Accord- 
ingly the people whence he was to de- 
rive his original, was ſeparated from 
all the reſt of the world by a peculiar 
{et of rites and ordinances, which made 
them nicely ſcrupulous of converling 
or mixing with other nations. It was 
I kewiſe convenient, that Chriſt ſhould 
not come into the world without ſome 
neceſſary preparations, in order to his 
due reception there. Thereupon God 
ſanctified a people on purpoſe, among 
whom Chriſt ſhould be born, and 
raiſed up a ſucceſſion of prophets a- 
mong them who foretold all the cir- 
cumſtances relating to his appearance, 
from whoſe writings a certain de- 
ſcription might be given of him, 
whenever he ſhould appear. 

If ſo great a perſon had of a ſud- 
den appeared in the world without 
any notice given of his coming, the 
unex/ectedneſs of ſo extraordinary a 
bleſſing might have cauſed wonder 
and ſurpriſe ; but it would not have 
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been reckoned an effect of God's deter- 
minate counſel and foreknewledge, and 
of that manifold wiſdom *, which by 
various ſteps and degrees carried on 
this deſign for the ſpace of four thou- 
ſand years together, before it was fully 
complete and brought to perfection. 
But when the Meſſias was uſhered 
into the world with fo much previous 
pomp and ſolemnity, that was a ſen- 
fible demonſtration that this great 
myſtery of gedlineſs, God manifeſt in the 
fleſh, was the maſterpiece of the di- 
vine wiſdom, and that all the leſſer 
diſpenſations of providence were ſub- 

ſervient to this great end. 
This variety of prophecies which 
prepared the way for the coming of 
the Meſſias, doth likewiſe afford a 
fatisfatory anſwer to that objection, 
which worldly-minded men are apt 
to ſuggeſt againſt the obſcurity of 
Chriſt's birth and manner of living. 
They think it ſtrange, that the Savi- 
our of mankind ſhould be born, and 
live obſcurely in a corner; that he, 
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who is deſcribed as the defire of all na 
tions, muſt be ſought for in Paleſtine, 
an inconſiderable ſpot of ground, and 
in Galilee, the moſt deſpicable part of 
that country. 

In reply to which objection, I ſhall 
not now inſiſt upon the anſwer which 
St. Paul gives to it, that God's pow- 
er doth then moſt eminently appear, 
when he chooſes the weak and contemp- | 
tible :hings of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty. It is a ſufficient 
reply to ſay, that the many prophecies 
of the Ol Teftament, which gave a 
character of the Meſſias from his cra- 
dle to his grave, render him as eaſily 
diſcoverable, as if he had ſpent his 
whole life in the moſt public place 
in the world; and like the Star which 
appeared at his birth, give a ſufficient 
direction to thoſe that were at the 
greateſt diſtance where to find him. 
If ſuch a perſon was to come into the 
world, he muſt neceſſarily make his 
firſt appearance in ſome particular 
place or country; and ſurely no nation 

* Hag. ii. 7. d 1 Cor. i. 27. 


had the cuſtody of thoſe oracles which 
foretold the moſt remarkable circum- 
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ſo fit for that purpoſe, as that which 


ſtances of his life and actions. 

The obſervations I have hitherto 
made, chiefly relate to the account 
the Scripture gives of thoſe two re- 
markable occurrences, the creation of 
the world, and the promiſe of the Mej- 


fas. Theſe are the two pillars, or 


boundaries of providence, if I may ſo 
ſpeak, and all the wheels and move- 
ments of it are confined within this 
ſphere, The holy writers call them by 
the name of the ad and new creation; 
and by their aſſiſtance we can take an 
entire view of both worlds, that which 
we now live in, and the other which 
we expect hereafter. And this certain- 
ty ought to recommend the ſacred wri- 
tings to the peruſal of all thoſe, who 
have the curioſity either of ſearching 
out the original of things, or of-pry- 
ing into their end and concluſion. 


Before I leave this head, I ſhall 


make one general remark concerning 
the remaining parts of the Oi Teſta 
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ment hiſtory, namely, That there we 
find the hiſtory of this nation exactly 

urſued, and in a natural ſeries of 
events for the ſpace of near one thou- 
ſand five hundred years, the principal 
tranſactions having ſuch a connexion 
with, and dependence upon, each 
other, that they mutually ſupport 
and confirm one another's credit, as 
hath been already obſerved *. During 
all which time we may take notice, 
that this people were ture to be happy 
or . miſerable, according as they kept 
cloſe to, or departed from, the worſhip 
of the true God, and the obſervance 
of that law which he had given. them; 
Which, circumſtance is not only a 
remarkable inſtance of God's over- 
ruling providence, but like wiſe a ſig- 
nal verification of thoſe promiſes and 
threatnings which God had made the 
ſanction of his laws and ordinances. 
I ſhall cloſe up my remarks upon 
this bead, with this obſervation, that 
the main body of the ſacred hiſtory, 
and all the chief materials of it, are 
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taken out of the public records and 
monuments of the nation, to which 
the writers themſelves do often ap- 
peal, particularly in the books of 
Kings and Chronicles. The connexion, 
which is obſervable between the ſeve- 
ral books of the Scripture hiſtory, is 
likewiſe a plain indication, that they 
were digeſted by public authority, 
and not the product of private pens. 
Which one thing is a pregnant proof 
of the divine authority of the ſacred 
writings, to any one that confiders, 
that all the pious princes and magiſ- 
trates among the Jeus undertook no- 
thing of moment without advice and 
direction from God, who raiſed up a 
ſucceſſion of prophets among them for 
that very purpoſe. In this reſpect the 
compilers of the Jeuiſb hiſtory have 
very much the advantage, in point of 
credit, of the hiſtorians of moſt other 
© nations, eſpecially of the Greek hiſ- 
torians, as Joſephus * obſerves ; inaſ- 
much as the Greek writers were nei- 
ther appointed by authority to pre- 
Lib. 1. cont. Appian. initia, 
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ſerve the memory of former tranſac- 
tions, nor compiled their writings out 
of public or ancient records, and were 
more ambitious of ſhowing their wit 
and eloquence, and telling their ſtory 
in an elegant and plauſible ſtyle, than 
of tranſmitting a faithful account of 
matters of fact to poſterity. W hereas 
the holy writers diſcover nothing of 
vanity or oſtentation, of partiality or 
corrupt affection, but write with a 
native ſimplicity, and unaffected air of 
ſincerity, without flattery or prejudice, 
neither concealing their own private 
infirmities, nor palliating the vices or 
miſcarriages of their greateſt princes, 
but delivering their thoughts with 
great freedom, and ſpeaking the truth 
without reſerve: as if their only de- 
ſign was to give God the glory, and 
recommend their writings to the good 
opinion of their readers by a naked ma- 
nifeſtation of the truth, which when 
it is delivered plainly and without diſ- 
guiſe, commands an aſſent, and works 
more powerfully upon the mind, then 
all the art in the world. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Concerning the Moral Wr ritings of the 
Old Teſtament. | 


THE books of the Old Te eftament 
that come next under onr confidera- 
tion, are the moral writings properly 
fo called; that is, ſuch whoſe chief 
deſign is to inſtruct us in the ways of 
virtue, and give rules for the dizec- 
tion and good government of our 


lives. Such are the books of Jab, 
the Proverbe, and Teciſiaſies. 


The book of Joh was written on 


purpoſe to teach us the great duty 


of patience and ſubmiffion to God's 
will in all events: a duty, which 
it powerfully recommends to us, 
both by the example of that holy 
perſon who was ſo eminent an in- 
ſtance of ſuffering affhtion and of pa- 

tience; and allo by many argu- 
ments taken from the confideration 
of the greatneſs of God's majeſty, 
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with whom it is high preſumption 
for poor mortals to contend ; of 
his infinite purity and holineſs, in 
whoſe fight the beſt men cannot be 
juſtified if God will enter into ſtrict 
judgement with them: and, laſtly, 
from the unſearchableneſs of his 
judgements, which are always true 
and righteous, though we cannot al- 
ways comprehend the reaſons of 
them. And I doubt not but pious 
and devout ſouls may find great plea- 
ſure, as well as reap much profit by 
the careful peruſal of this book; 
which recommends itſelf to the rea- 
der above all other books of holy 
Writ, by the wit and elegancy of 
the compoſure, where human paſ- 
ſions are deſcribed with the moſt 
tender and lively ſtrokes, where 
are to be found the moſt elevated 
and noble thoughts concerning, the 
power and majeſty of God, and the 
moſt devout expreſſions of that ſub- 
miſſion and reſignation which is 
_ due to his will, and of that truſt 
and confidence which good men 
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have in his mercy, even in the 
depth of their afflictions, ariſing 
from the teſtimony of their conſci- 
ence and the ſenſe of their own in- 
tegrity. And theſe pious medita- 
tions are clothed in ſuch natural and 
eaſy words, as convey to our minds 
a juſt idea of natural Religion when 
it was in its prime, and as it was 
practiſed in thoſe early ages, before 
the tradition of the creation and of 
the flood was loſt, or the world quite 
overrun with idolatry. 

The Proverbs, as they were writ- 
ten by Solomon, a prince famous in 
all ages for his wiſdom and experi- 
" ence, ſo they contain excellent in- 
ſtructions for the ordering of men's 
actions in all ſtates and conditions of 
life, from the higheſt to the loweſt ; 
and enforce each part of our duty 
from religious motives : ſuch as are 
the obedience due to God, our Crea- 
tor and Governor, the rewards which 
attend righteouſneſs, and the puniſh- 
ments which follow wickedneſs by 


God's juſt appointment, both in this 


E 


world and in the next: in which re- 
ſpect this book hath much the ad- 
vantage above all the moral tracts of 
the philoſophers, in that it preſſes 
the practice of our duty from the 
principles of religion ; whereas they 

rſuade us- to virtue by arguments 
taken from the agre ableſſeſs of it 
to our reaſon and the dignity of 
our nature, without taking notice of 
the authority which God hath over 
us, and whoſe vicegerent our reaſon 
and conſcience 1s, and the obedience 
which his laws challenge from us, 
which way ſoever his will and plea- 
ſure is notified to us, whether by the 
inward dictates of our own mind, or 
the outward voice of his prophets, 
and meſſengers. We find Solomon 
lays down this rule as the foundation 
of all his inſtructions *, the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom. 


Duplex eſt regula humanorum actuum, Ratio 
humana, et Deus ; ſed Deus eſt prima regula, a qua 
etiam humana Ratio regulanda eſt ; et ideo virtutes 
Theologicz excellentiores ſunt virtutibus moralibus. 
Aquin. z da z dæ qu. 23. Art. 6. | 

Prov. i. 7. 
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This is a true and ſolid principle 
of a univerſal probity and integrity 
both of mind and action; it is ſuch 
as the meaneſt is capable of appre- 
hending the force of, and being 
convinced by it. Whereas the no- 
tions. of philoſophers are only fine. 
ſpeculations. to amuſe men of ſub- 
tilty and leiſure, and not fitted for 
the uſe of ordinary capacities: ac- 
cording to Tully's own | obſervation 


recorded by Lattantius', I diſdains 


to. condeſcend lo vulgar apprehenſions. 


But yet the meaneſt have fouls to be 
ſaved as well as the greateſt, and that 
inſtitution muſt needs be defective 


which doth not anſwer the neceſſities 
of the far greater part of mankind. 

The great ſayings of the Philo- 
ſophers are apt to ſtrike us with ad- 
miration at the firſt hearing, and per- 
Wh prevail with many of our own. 


„ Philoſophia eſt res abhorrens 3 multitudine. In- 


flitut. 1, 3. c. 24. v. Ciceren. initio. I. 2. Tuſe. Weſt. 


Philoſophia eſt paucis contenta Judicibus, multitudi- 
nem conſulio fugiens, Cc. 
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A ge to be of Julian the Apoſtate's* 


opinion, who did not ſtick to prefer 


the precepts of Phocylides, Theognts, 
and 1/focrates, before the Proverbs of 
Solomon. But when we thoroughly 


examine the maxims of theſe, and 


ſuch like practical treatiſes, . of the 
heathen philoſophers, we ſhall find 
many of them to be rather vain- 
glorious boaſts, or the high flights of 
a fanciful eloquence, than the words 
of truth and ſoberneſs. They are 
ſuch as the authors of them would 
never abide by when they came to 
trial : and what force can we then 
ſuppoſe them to have, toward the 
reforming of habitual offenders? To 
tell ſuch perſons that they act in 
contradiction to their reaſon, and be- 
low the dignity of their nature, is 
to make them accountable only to 
themſelves; and conſcience is but an 
empty name, unleſs we ſuppoſe that 
it binds men over to appear before 
a higher Tribunal. So faint are the 


* Apud Cyrillum, contr. Julian. J. 7. P. 224. 
Edit. Spanheim. l A 
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perſuaſives, and feeble the reproofs of 
philoſophy, when compared with the 
inſtructions and motives contained in 
the book of Proverbs; which being 
ſo peculiarly adapted to the meaneſt 
capacities, I would particularly re- 
commend it to their frequent reading 
and diligent peruſal. 

The deſign of the book of Eccle- 
ſfaſtes is to convince us of the va- 
nity of all things here below, and 
that from the experience of one who 
had tried what ſatisfaction could 
be found in all manner of worldly 
enjoyments, and was acquainted 9 
the extravagancies of ' madneſs an 
: Jelly, as well as with the myſte- 
1 ries of wiſdom and knowledge. This 
3 great prince, who. had tried all 

things, inſtructs us not to ſet our 

hearts too much upon the things of 
this world, as being empty and un- 
ſatisfactory in the enjoyment, and at 
y __ laſt ending in vexation of ſpirit : nor 
; to promiſe ourſelves too much hap- 
1 pineſs in any worldly bleſſings, for 
1 | | | Eccleſ. i. 17. 4 
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then we ſhall be ſure to find our- 
ſelves diſappointed : but to uſe the 
good things of this world with ſo- 
briety and moderation in reſpect to 
ourſelves, with ſubmiſſion and thank- 
fulneſs to God, and with charity to 
our neighbours ', always remembring 
that the /aſhion of this world paſſes 
away, and the flower of youth ſoon 
decays and withers: and this conſi- 
deration ſhould engage us to conſe- 
crate the beſt of our years to the 
ſervice of God, while we have a 
quick and lively ſenſe of his bleſ- 
fings ; and not defer the thoughts of 
religion till the evil days come, till old 
age ſteals upon us (which he admi- 
rably deſcribes) when we are come to 
the dregs of life, and death is juſt 
ready to ſeize us, after which comes 
judgement, and we mult give a ſtrict 
account to God of all our actions. 
This is the ſubſtance and main 
deſign of this book; which if it 
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See Eccleſ. ili. 11, 12, 13, 14. v. 1, Cc. vil. 
Iz, 14: K. , . 
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were ſeriouſly read, and conſidered, 
would be an effectual preſervative 
againſt the inordinate love of this 
world, which is the root of all the 
evil that abounds in it. And to 
prevent the ill uſe which men of 
corrupt minds are apt to make of 
ſome paſſages in it, I ſhall juſt ob- 
ſerve, - that thoſe who will read this 
book with profit ought to have a 

regard to the main ſcope and drift 
of it, which is plainly ſet down in 
the concluſion of the whole *, and 
not lay hold on one ſingle ſcrap or 


ſentence, which | they think doth 


countenance a careleſs and licentious 
life. The reader that will fix his 


eye upon the principal defign of this 


book, will eaſily perceive that the 
contradictory opinions which are 
mentioned in it, are only a repreſen- 
tation of the ſeveral ſentiments of 
mankind concerning providence and 
their own ſouls, or elſe ſhow the va- 
rious thoughts which Solomon him- 


Chap. xii. 13, 14. 
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ſelf had toſſed up and down in his 


own mind, which at laſt came to 
the reſolution wherewith he cloſes 
his book. The ſcope and uſefulneſs 
of which is ſo fully made out by our 
excellent expoſitor, Biſhop Patrick, 
in his Paraphraſe and Commentary 
upon this book, that I ſhall rather 
refer the reader to that uſeful trea- 
tiſe, than enlarge any further upon 
this ſubject. 


2 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Concerning the Book of Palms, and 
their Uſefulneſs. 


THE book of P/a/ms deſerves to 
be confidered by itſelf, as being el- 
teemed by pious men in all ages, the 
great cbs uſe of devotion, and 
making up a principal part of the 
public worſhip both in the Few! 
and Chriſtian Church. Among the 
Jeus they were uſed at the time of 
their ſacrifices, which were the moſt 
ſolemn part of the Few worſhip *. 
The Evangeliſts inform us that our 
Saviour and his diſciples /ung a Hymn 
after the paſchal ſupper*, which 
learned men ſuppoſe to have been 
the ſame collection of P/a/ms which 
the Jeus uſed upon that ſolemnity. 
St. Paul exhorts the Colofans, that 
the word of God ſhould dwell richly 


' © $ee 1 Chron. xvi. 40, 41. Ecclus. I. 16, 17,48. 


> Matt. xxvi. 30. 
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in them, and particularly recommends 
the P/alms to their frequent uſe*. 
St. Jerome compares the ſinging of 
Pſalms in the public aſſemblies of 


Chriſtians in his time, to the hea- 


venly Hallelujahs, which reſembled 
the voice of great thunderings, men- 
tioned Rev. xix. 6. and tells © us, 
that the huſbandmen © and common 
artificers refreſhed themſelves in the 
midſt of their work, and ſweetened 


their labours with finging the P/a/ms - 


of David, and at once ſerved God, 
and attended upon the duties of their 


calling ; from all which it appears, 
that the book of Palms was de- 


ſigned by God for the perpetual 
uſe of the Church, to be both a pat- 


tern and treaſure of devotion, at once 
to enlighten our minds and warm our 
affections, and teach us 70 pray and 


f 


2 Coloſſ. iii. 16. | 
b Prefat. in l. 2. Comment. in Epift. ad Galat. 
Epil. 17. ad Marcellam. vid. etiam Theodoret. 
Pref. in Pſalm. et Chryſoſt. de Panitent, Ham. 6. 
4 I: weyupey rig, TA ary UpuIERTES» Clem. Alex. 
Strom. J. 5. Pp. 720. K 
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praiſe God with the ſpirit, and with 
the underſtanding alſo. 

There is an agreeable variety in 
the compoſure of the P/a/ms, which 
are all very beautiful and proper in 
their ſeaſons, and ſuited to the ſeve- 
ral circumſtances of devout minds. 
Some of them inſtruct us to give God 
the glory due unto his name, and praiſe 
him according to his excellent greatneſs, 
as-it is made manifeſt in the works 
of creation and providence ; as par- 
ticularly the 8th, the 19th, the 33d, 
the 103d, the 104th, the 107th, and 
the 148th. Others ſhow forth his 
marvellous lovingkindneſs to his 
Church, to Jacob hig people, and Iſrael 
his inheritance; and foretel the glories 
of Chriſt's coming, and his kingdom: 
of which ſort are, the 2d, 45th, 68th, 
72d, 78th, goth, 98th, 105th, 106th, 
' 110th, 111th, 136th, and many more. 
Again, ſome P/alms declare the excel- 
lency of God's law, which he hath 
given us 10 be a /ight to our feet, and 

a guide to our paths, and ſhow the 
happineſs of thoſe who live under 
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the conduct of it: ſuch are, the 1ſt, 
19th, and above all the 119th, which 
conſiſts of the higheſt encomiums of 
God's law, and the moſt earneſt 
prayers for grace to underſtand and 
practiſe it. At other times the P/a/m- 
ñ directs us how to humble ourſelves 


in the ſight of God, to implore the 


ardon of our fins, and help in the 
time of trouble : of which kind the 
moſt principal are, the 25th, 5 iſt, 
13oth, 141ſt, 143d. Laſtly, in 
many P/alms he exhorts us to ſub- 
mit to God's will in all events, and 
ut our truſt in his mercy, to farry 
God's leiſure, as he ſometimes ex- 
preſſes it, who will never fail thoſe 
that ſeek him, and ts the helper of the 


Jriendleſs : of which ſort the moſt re- 


markable are, the gth, 1ioth, and 
11th, Not to mention many others, 
in ſeveral of which the P/a/mi/t in- 
ſtructs us not to regard ourſelves on- 
ly ; but likewiſe to be mindful of the 


aſflictions of Joſeph, and to pray to 


* Pſal. xxvii. 14. 
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God to deliver | Iſrael out of all bis 
. troubles. © 4x 
S8o rich a ſtorehouſe is the book 

of P/alms of all kinds of devotion, 
and able 'to furniſh every pious ſoul 
with holy meditations ſuitable to his 
preſent circumſtances, conſiſtin g both 
of the moſt affectionate prayers and 
interceſſions, and exalted ſtrains of 
praiſe and thankſgiving. So deſery- 
edly is that divine author ſtyled he 


ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael *, as being the 
greateſt author and pattern of ſpi- 
ritual devotion; whoſe ſoul was C 
touched with a heavenly flame, bis N 
Heart and his fleſh rejoiced in the liv- x 
ing God'. With bis whole beart be t 
ſung ſongs, and loved him that made s 
him, as the ſon of Sirach gives his 
character. He made the praiſes of 2 
Cod glorious, and was inſpired to 5 
ſanctify poetry and muſic, to reſeue p 
them from that profane uſe to which b 
they are commonly debaſed, and 00 
employ them upon the nobleſt ſub- 4 


2 2 Sam, xxiii. 1. b Pf, lxxxiv. 2. Ecclus. Alvil. 8. | 
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jets, the glories of God, and the 
grateful acknowledgements of men 
for his mercies. 

The P/alms being ſo excellently 
fitted to raiſe our devotions, it is 
very fit to obviate all objections, that 
may be made againſt the uſe of them. 
Two of the principal prejudices 
againſt them I ſhall briefly con- 
ſider. 

The firſt is the frequent impreca- 
tions which are to be found in the 
Pſalms, which ſeem not to favour 
ef the true ſpirit of devotion, but 
rather to proceed from paſſion and 
revenge; and are thought by ſome 
to be contrary to the expreſs com- 
mands of Chritt *. 8 

This objection I have conſidered 
and anſwered at large in a former 
treatiſe *, and ſhall not here re- 
peat what I have there delivered, 
but ſhall only ſuggeſt to the reader 
two obſervations, and leave him to 
apply them to the ſeveral impreca- 


2 Matt, v. 43. d Anſwer to five Letters, ch. by 
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cCeſſities of particular Chriſtians, 
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tions that are to be met with in the 
P/alms. 

Firſt, It is not inconfiſtent with 


| Chriſtian Charity to wiſh and pray 


for the proſperity of the righteous ; 
and in order to that, for the diſap- 
pointment of the devices of the 
wicked, eſpecially when they are 
public enemies and diſturbers of the 
peace of the community. Nor, /e- 


condiy, is it unlawful to pray, that 


God's glory may be made manifeſt 


by his ſending ſome remarkable 


judgement upon notorious offenders, 
in order to their own amendment, 
and for a terror to others. 

The ſecond objection | is made 
againſt the uſe of the P/alms, as a 
funding office of public worſhip ; 
againſt which it is pretended, that 
ſince they were compoſed upon par- 
ticular 'exigencies relating to the 
times and circumſtances of their ſe- 
veral authors, they cannot be ſo ſuit- 
able either to the public ſtate of the 
preſent Church, or the private ne- 
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In anſwer to which objection it is 
to be conſidered, that we join in the 
public ſervice of the Church, not as 
private perſons, but as a in 
ſociety ; and therefore as members 
of the ſame myſtical body, we ought 
to rejoice with thoſe that do rejoice, 
and mourn with thoſe that mourn : 
that is, we ought to return thanks 
to God, not only for his private fa- 
vours to ourſelves, but likewiſe for 
his public mercies conferred upon 
our brethren : and in like manner 
we ought to be mindful- of their 
wants and afflictions, as well as our 
own, and implore God's help and 
aſſiſtance for all thoſe that ate in any 
trouble or adverſity. Granting there- 
fore that ſome of the deprecatory or 
thankſgiving P/a/ms may not ſuit the 
particular circumſtances of each pri- 
vate perſon ; yet ſince there will be 
| always ſome among the faithful to 
whoſe condition they may be fitly ap- 
plied, we may exerciſe that ſpirit of 
univerſal charity in the uſe of them, 
which is the peculiar badge of our 
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Chriſtian profeſſion at all times, and 
the qualification of mind eſpecially 
required of us, when we join toge- 


ther in the public worſhip, the moſt 


ſolemn mark or badge of Chriſtian 
Communion and Fellowſhip. 

To which we may add this fur- 
ther conſideration, that according to 
the general ſenſe and expoſition of 
the univerſal Church, the prayers 
againſt temporal enemies which we 
meet with in the P/a/ms, ought to be 
applied in a myſtical ſenſe to our 


conflicts with our ſpiritual adverſa- 


Ties : and the thankſgivings for tem- 
poral mercies do in a more ſublime 
ſenſe relate to that great deliverance 
of mankind from ſin and death, ac- 
compliſhed by our Lord and Saviour. 
In whom not only all the promiſes 
of the Old Teſtament receive their ut- 
moſt completion *, but likewiſe all 


the remarkable occurrences relating 


to the eminent perſons of thoſe times, 
were ſo many types and figures of him 


a 2 Cor. i. 20. 
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that was to come, and of the redemp- 
tion which he was to accomplith. 
And this way of expounding ſeveral 
aſſages in the P/a/ms, is authorized 
by Chriſt himſelf, who applies thoſe 
words of the P/almi/t they hated me 
withaut a cauſe, and be that eats 
bread with me hath lift up his heel 
againſt me (which in their primary 
ſenſe are plainly underſtood of Da- 
vid's enemies) to his own ſufferings 
from the malice of the Jews, and 


the treachery of Judas. 
| * Pl. xxxv. 19. b Pf. xli. . 
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CHAPTER VII. 


G the Propbetical Writings, 
and their Uſefulneſs. 


I COME now in the fourth place 
to make ſome obſervations concern- 
ing the prophets, and give directions 
for the profitable reading of this laſt 
part of the Old T, eftament writings. 

I have elſewhere * ſpoken at large 
concerning the great deſign and uſe- 
fulneſs of the prophetical writings, 
and have ſhowed that they were in- 
tended by God chiefly for theſe three 
purpoſes; 1. To admoniſh the peo- 
ple of their duty, and quicken them 
to the practice of it, by ſetting God's 
| judgements and mercies before their 
eyes: 2. To keep up a ſenſe of pro- 
vidence in their minds: 4. To foretel 
the times of the Meſſias, and prepare 
men's minds for the reception of him. 

I ſhall not repeat what I have 
there diſcourſed upon theſe heads, 


2 Anſwer to five Letters, chap. iii. 
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but ſhall only make ſome further 
obſervations upon theſe books, in 
order to confirm their divine autho- 
rity, and ſhow the chief uſes we 
ought to make of them, and ſuch as 
we may draw even from the obſcurer 
parts of thoſe writings, where we 
cannot perhaps fully comprehend the 
full intent and drift of the writer. 

I. And the firſt obſervation which 
I ſhall recommend to the confidera- 
tion of the devout reader of the 
prophets, is this, that the hiftorical 
and prophetical writings of the Old 
Teſtament mutually ſupport and verify 
each other; and both of them afford 
us an undeniable proof of God's univer- 
ſal providence. 5 

This obſervation I haze briefly 
touched upon already, and now I 
ſhall illuſtrate and confirm it by in- 
ſtancing in ſeveral particulars. We 
find, for example, the captivity of the 
ten tribes clearly foretold by Hoſea", 
Amos, and 1/aiah*, at a conſiderable 


Chap. i. d Hoſ. ix. 3. x. 5. xi. 5. xiii. 16, 
© Amos v. 27. vi. 14. vii. 11. %*1f.viis. 
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diſtance of time before that calamity 


came upon them. The ſeventy years 


captivity of the two remaining tribes 
by Nebuchadnezzar is as plainly fore- 
told by Feremiah *, and their reſto- 


ration under Cyrus by 1/azah *; the 


exact accompliſhment of which pro- 
phecies is taken notice of by the ſa- 
cred writers, who lived ſeveral years 
after theſe predictions were made. 
No leſs remarkable is the ſucceſ- 
fion of the four great monarchies 
foretold by Danielè, and particularly 
the wonderful ſucceſſes of Alexander, 
together with the diviſion of his 
monarchy into four kingdoms * ; the 
ſtate of the two principal diviſions of 
that empire, under the kings of H- 
ria and pt, the alliances they 
ſhould make with each other, and 


the ſmall: ſucceſs which theſe alli- 


ances ſhould have toward ending the 
differences between them: and to 


| name no more particulars, the pro- 


2 Jer. XXV. 12. xxix. 10. b Ifa, xliv. 28, © 2 
Chr. xxxvi. 22. Ezra. i. 1. Dan. ii. 39, 40. and 
vii. Dan. viii. 4, 22. xi. 3, 4. Dan. xi. 5, &c. 
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fanation of the temple under Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, one of thoſe kings. 
All which particulars were ſo punc- 
tually foretold by Daniel above three 
hundred years before ſeveral of them 
came to paſs, that Porphyry*, a 
moſt bitter enemy to Chriſtianity, 
had no other way to evade the force 
of this argument for the truth of 
the Scriptures, but by aſſerting that 
the book of Daniel was forged after 
the times of Antiachus Epiphanes. 
An abſurd and groundleſs conceit ! 
ſince it is certain, that the whole bo- 
dy of the Oli Teſtament writings was 
tranſlated into Greeł before the time 
of Antiochus ; ſo that it would have 
been a very eaſy matter to diſcover. 
any forgery of this kind. Beſide: 
that, it appears by the teſtimony of 
Joſepbus (and the ſtory, as it is there 

related, has ſeveral circumſtances: 
which ſufficiently atteſt the truth of 
it) that the Jeus ſhowed this very 

prophecy to Alexander the Great, as 
he paſſed through their country, and 

* Vide Hieron, Pref. in Dan. ® Antig. I. 11, c. xiii. 
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thereupon obtained ſeveral privileges 
and immunities from him. 

- Theſe, and ſeveral other prophe- 
cies, carrying along with them ſuch ' 
an undeniable evidence of their truth, 
and divine original, will afford many 
uſeful remarks to the attentive and 
devout” reader. 

1. They warrant the accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe parts of the prophe- 
tical writings which remain yet to 
be fulfilled ; foraſmuch as both the 
plain and the obſcure. prophecies 
were uttered by the fame Spirit, and 
particularly the Revelation in the 
New Teſtament, takes the Old Teſta- 
ment prophecies, chiefly thoſe of 
Daniel, for its platform th ground- 
work. 

2. Thoſe prophecies which im- 
mediately concern the Jeuiſb ſtate, 
prove that there was a particular pro- 
vidence always attending that nation; 
and they are an evident accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe judgements which 
were denounced againſt that people 
in the law of Moſes, whenever they 


„ 
ſhould depart from the worſhip and 
ſervice of the true God. 

. They are a ſenſible proof of 
God s. univerſal providence, and an 
evident demonſtration that the eter- 
nal mind comprehends the whole 
ſeries of cauſes and effects at one 
ſingle view, ſees through all the in- 
tricate turnings and windings of hu- 
man counſels, and overrules and con- 
ducts them to what end he pleaſes. 
J am God, and there is none like me, 
faith he, in the prophet *, declaring 
the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the things that are not 
yet done; ſaying my council ſhall ſtand, 
and I will do all my pleaſure. The 
ſignal accompliſhment of ſeveral pro- 
phecies uttered many ages beforehand, 
opens our minds and lets us into that 
noble contemplation, how God car- 
ries on one ſteady and uniform de- 
ſign without being interrupted by 
thoſe many changes and chances 
which are in the world, and that con- 


fuſion and diſorder which appears a- 
IIa. alvi. 10. 
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mong ſeveral ſecond cauſes. It con- 
vinces us, that his infinite wiſdom 


does unerringly foreſee the moſt diſ- 
tant and caſual events, and makes them 


all ſubſervient to the carrying on the 


great ends of providence. That God 


by his almighty power is able to bring 


good out of evil, as he did light out 
of darkneſs at the beginning of the 
creation, and to make the rage and 
fury, the malice and ferceneſs of men 
to turn to his praiſe, and his enemies 
themſelves become inſtrumental in 
promoting his glory: according to 
the obſervation of | the wiſe man, 
' Thy wijdom,” O Lord, reaches from 
one end to another mightily, and fweetly 
doth ſhe order all things. 
4. It follows hence, that the moſt 
obſcure parts of the prophetical wri- 


tings ought not to be deſpiſed, as if 


they were altogether uſeleſs. For 
though we ſhould ſuppoſe them of 
no ule to the Church at preſent, yet 
they may be uſeful to aftertimes ; and 
what they mean, though we know not 

* Wild, viii. 1. 
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now, yet we may know hereafter. But 
beſide this, even from the obſcureſt 
prophecies we may learn this impor- 
tant truth, that the deſigns of provi- 
dence reach from one age to another, 
and ſome greater. lines of it run 
through many ages; in all which 
time there is one defign purſued with 


infinite turnings and great variety of - 


wiſdom, all the particular occurrences 


being directed by a ſteady and unerring 


counſel to ſome glorious concluſion, 
and that with a particular regard to 
the good of the Church, the point 
wherein all the great lines of provi- 
dence meet as in their center. 

And perhaps this is the beſt uſe 
that perſons of ordinary capacities can 
make of the darker prophecies ; and 
it is not only a raſh undertaking for 
any to venture the fathoming of thoſe 
deep things of God, without the ne- 
ceſſary helps of learning, and being 
able to compare ſpiritual things with 
ſpiritual; but it is likewiſe apt to lead 
ſuch perſons into great and dangerous 
miſtakes. So that it highly concerns 


| 
| 
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every one to think ſoberly of himſelf, 
according to that meaſure of faith and 
knowledge which God hath given 
him, and not to be curious in unneceſſary 
matters, nor ſearch out things that are 
above their ſtrength ®. 

But there are ſeveral practical truths 
of great uſe for the governing of 
men's lives, which may be learned 
from the obſcurer books of the pro- 
phets, without undertaking to un- 
fold the particular events therein fore- 
told, or to decipher the perſons there 
deſcribed. For example, the Reve- 
lation may upon many accounts be 
reckoned one of the obſcureſt books 
of all the prophetical writings; but 
yet without venturing upon a parti- 
cular explication of the ſeveral vi- 
ſions of it, an ordinary reader may 
receive great edification from thoſe 
noble hymns oftered up there to 
God and Chriſt*; and may likewiſe 
diſcover very uſeful truths frequently, 
recommended in it: ſuch as the a- 


Rom. Ai. 3. b Ecelus. Ill. 21, 23. Rev. 
iv. 8, 11. v. 9, 10, 12, 13. Vil, 12. xv. 3, 4+ 
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doration of the one ſupreme God in 
oppoſition to all creature-wortſhip *; 
the relying upon the merits of Chriſt 
only for pardon, ſanctification, and 
falvation*; that we ought to wait 
patiently for Chriſt's appearing and 
his kingdom, and, in an earneſt expec- 
tation of it, to continue ſtedfaſt in 
the profeſſion of the true faith and 

ractice of ſincere holineſs, notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſufferings that may 
attend a good conſcience ® And 
though every ordinary reader ſhould 
not raſhly undertake to determine 
who Antichriſt is, that is there de- 
ſcribed ; yet every one may certainly 
be informed from ſeveral paſlages of 
that book, of thoſe marks and cha- 
racters of him, which it moſt nearly 
concerns us to take notice of; namely, 
pride and ambition, and an affectation 
of worldly pomp and grandeur *';' a 
cruel and perſecuting temper *, and 

Rev, ix. 20. xiv. 7. xxi. 8, xxii. 15. ' Rev, 
v. 9. vii. 14. xi. 11. © Rev. ii. 3, 10, 26, Xii. 
10. XIV. 12, 13. XVI, 15. © Rev. xiii. 7. XVIL 4- 


Rev. ix. 21. Xi, 7. xiii. 7, 10, 15, 17. Xvi. 6. 
xvli. 6. xvii. 20, 24. XIX, 2. N 
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ſuch as ſeeks to reduce others rather 
by force and compultion, than by rea- 
ſon and argument ; the love of eaſe and 
ſoftneſs, and a careleſs and luxurious 
life* : and that whoever are guilty of 
theſe things, they are ſo far departed 
from the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, 

And ſurely he that takes warning from 
the plain and frequent admonitions of 
this book to avoid theſe fins, hath not 
wholly loſt his labour in reading it, 
and withal hath entitled himſelf to 
the % sing which is pronounced upon 
thoſe who keep the ſayings of it *. 

Theſe uſes perſons of ordinary ca- 
pacities may make even of the obſcu- 
reſt parts of the prophetical writings; 
but I am perſuaded that God in- 
tended men of better talents: ſhould . 
reap greater benefit from a ſober and 
devout ſearch into them : and that as 
a reward of their thitſt after divine 
truth, he often admits ſuch perſons 
doit hin the veil, and gives them the 
key of knowledge wherewith to unlock 


2 Rev. It, 3, xvüi. 3» 7» 9, 12, &c. 
b Rev. i. 3. XXil. 7. 
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thoſe ſacred treaſures of God's hidden 
counſels. However that be, this one 
thing is a ſufficient reward of their la- 
bour, that they have the ſatisfacłion 
of obſerving the exact harmony and 
correſpondence which is to be found 
between the ſeveral Hymbols and gu- 
rative expreſſions made ule of in divers 
parts of thoſe myſterious writings : 
which amounts to a demonſtration, 
that the prophets were not under illu- 
ſions of an enthuſiaſtic heat or roving 
imagination, but had always ſome 
. Certain views which guided and influ- 
enced their pen. Accordingly they 
often word their prophecies with a 
critical niceneſs of expreſſion (a re- 
markable inſtance of which may be 
ſeen, Rev. xii. 3. compared with xiii. 
1.) and the emblems and figures which 
they make uſe of are as capable of be- 
ing reduced under rules, as the terms 
of any art or ſcience whatſoever. 

II. Another particular very obſerv- 
able in thoſe prophecies, which re- 
late to the times of the Meſſias, is 


the myſtical ſenſe of ſeveral paſſages 
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in them contained under the literal; of 
which we may aſſign ſeveral exam- 

- ples. As, 1. when the prophets de- 
ſcribe the Meſſias under ſuch charac- 
ters as have a more immediate aſpect 

upon ſome eminent perſon in or near 

— their own times. 2. When they re- 

preſent the redemption of mankind, 
which he was to accompliſh, by ſuch 
expreſſions as do, in their firſt and 

primary ſenſe, allude to ſome tem- 
poral deliverance which God had, or 
would vouchſafe, to their own na- 
tion. Or, /a/tly, when they ſet forth 
the benefits of the Goſpel by phraſes 
taken from the forms of divine wor- 
ſhip preſcribed by their law *.' 

Any one that carefully reads the 
prophets, will quickly be convinced, 
that the views which they had of 
future events, reached a great way 


t 

* 
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* See 2 Sam. vii, 14. Pſal. ji. 6, 7. Pal. xlv. and 
Ixii. Ixxxix. 26, 27. Hag. ii. 23. Zech. vi. 11, 12. 

b See Pſal. lxviii. 22, 23. 

© See Iſa. xl. 3, &c. xlix. 8, &c. lit, 7, &c, liv. 
1, Kc. Ix. 1, &c, | A 

4 See Ila. ii. 1, Ixvi. 20, 23. Zech. xiv. 15, 20. 
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beyond their own times; and were 
not confined to the narrow limits of 
their own nation. I ſhall prove this 
by two plain inſtances, out of many 
that might be alleged. 

We will allow that the wonderful 
reſtoration of the TFew/ſh captivity, 
and their return into their own land, 
might be the groundwork, of all 
thoſe predictions concerning the flou- 
riſhing ſtate of the Church, which 
we find foretold by 1/a:ah with a very 
pompous eloquence, from the 4oth 
chapter to the end of his prophecy. 
But none can fay, that all theſe glo- 
rious promiſes could in any tolerable 
ſenſe be accompliſhed in thoſe poor 
remains of God's choſen people, or 
thoſe inconſiderable ſucceſſes wi. ich 
they afterward obtained under the 
Maccabees againſt their enemies: 
when their condition at beſt, was 
nothing near ſo proſperous as it had 
formerly been in the days of David 
and Solomon. So that we cannot main- 

tain the truth 'of ſo conſiderable a 
part of the Old Teſtament prophecy, 
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but by aſſerting, that the prophet was 
carried on from his firſt ſubject to a 
more agreeable proſpect of the en- 
largement of the Church under the 
Goſpel, and ne foreſaw a more 
flouriſhing ſtate of it than the world 
hath yet been bleſſed with. 

A ſecond proof of this point ſhall 
be taken from thoſe prophecies of 
Jaiab and Jeremiab, which foretel 
the deſtruction of Babylon; and they 
both deſcribe it as a deciſive ſtroke 
which ſhould thoroughly vindicate 
the cauſe of opprefied truth and in- 
nocence *, and ſhould put a final pe- 
riod to idolatry *, and to the miſeries 
and afflictions of God's people *. | 

None can with any ſhow! of pro- 
bability pretend, that any of theſe 
ends were attained by the overthrow 
of the Babylantan monarchy by Cy- 
rut. For neither was Babylon itielf 
deſtroyed till a conſiderable time 


2 See Iſa. xiii. 19, 20. Jer. I. 39, 40. li. 64. 

b See fa. xiv. 1, &c. Jer. I. 34. li. 11, 35, 36. 
| © See Ia. xxi. 8. xlv. 16. Jer. I. 2, 38. li. 17, 
18, 44 47» d See Jer. I, 45 bY I9, 20. 
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after; nor did that great turn of af- 


fairs give any remarkable check to 
idolatry. For the Per/ians were as 
great ſtrangers to the true God, as 
the Baby/ontans: this was the only 
difference between them, that the 
Perſians did not worſhip images 0 
but contented themſelves with re- 


preſenting the Divine Majeſty by the 


external ſymbol of fire, or it may be 
worſhipped him in ſome other of the 
elements. Hence we may conclude 
that theſe prophets had ſoine further 
event in their view, and took occaſion 
from that remarkable judgement of 
God upon the Babyloniſßh monarchy, 

the great enemy and oppreſſer of God's 
people, to give ſome general hints of 
the great downfall of Antichriſ, the 
laſt and finiſhing ſtroke of the divine 
vengeance which ſhall be inflicted 


2 Ni dyanruata x Pups; v ROWS: Strab. I. 
15. De Perſis et Medis eadem habet. Clem. Alex. 
Protrept. p- 43% A. Ana wir dra & D xk 
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upon the adverſaries of God's Church 
and truth, as it is more fully deſcrib- 
ed by St. Jobn in his Revelation. 
That a great part of the propheti- 
cal writings have a myſtical ſenſe in- 
volved under a literal one, is a point 
generally agreed both by the Few 
and Chriſtians. When Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles explained the prophecies of 
the O/d Teſtament in this manner, we 


do not find that the Jews contradicted 


the notion in general, or charged 
them with miſapplying the particular 


texts which they alleged, as if they 


did not relate to the times of the 
Meſſias. So both parties agreed in 
this“, that all the remarkable oc- 
currences of former times were fi- 

ures of that which ſhould come to- 
paſs in the latter days. Accordingly 
we find that the Apoſtles not only 
argued againft the Fews, from the 
plain predictions of the prophets, but 
likewiſe from the rites and ordinances 


of the Jewiſh worlhip', as types 


. 2 See Dr. Allix, againſt the Unitar, c. 2. a 3. 
d See Heb. viii. 5. ix. 8, 18. | 
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and figures of the times of the Meſ- 
ſias; and do further take it for grant- 
ed, that all the eminent perſons of 
foregoing ages, and the remarkable 
paſſages of their lives, did bear ſome 


reſemblance or repreſentation * of Him 


that was to come. They ſuppoſe 
that the preferring 1/aac before M- 
mael, and Jacob before Lſau, did pre- 


figure the rejection of the Fews, and 


the calling of the Gentiles": they 


draw a parallel between the ſtate of 


the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, and 
the condition of Chriſtians during 
their pilgrimage in this world. 
And to paſs by many other inſtances, 
we may obſerve that ſeveral expreſ- 
ſions in the Revelation allude to the 
Egyptian bondage; to the apoſtacy 
of the ten tribes begun by Jeroboam, 
and increaſed by the wicked kings 
who ſucceeded him *; to the Baby- 
loniſh- captivity; and to the falling 


| ® See Heb. Its 12, 13. v Rom. ix. 6, Oe. 
© Heb. iii. and iv. 1 Cor. x. 1, Oc. 
.. © Revel. xi. 6, 8. xi. 6. xv. 3. Xvi. 2, 3, 4. 
5 Ibid ii. 20. xi. 3» 5 6. XIV. 8. xviii. 2, 4, Se. 
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away of many Fews in the time of 
Antioc hus Epipbanes; as fo many 
præiudia, or forerunners of the days 
of Anticbriſt (who is likewiſe de- 
ſcribed under the characters of the 
idolatrous governments, and perſe- 
cuting princes mentioned in the O/d 
Teftament) and of the grand apoſtacy 
which St. Pau/ foretold © ſhould break 
out, an which that prophecy doth 
more particularly deſcribe. 

Theſe providential congruities be- 
tween the times of the Old and New 
Teſtament, as a learned writer ſtyles 
them, do very much confirm the au- 
thority of both Teſtaments. Hence 
we learn that the Scriptures com- 
prehended one entire ſcene of provi- 
dence, which reaches from one end 
of the world to the other: and that 
God, who is the beginning and end 
of all things, by various ſteps and 
degrees purſues one great deſign, 
namely, The ſetting ho kingdom 
of his Son, through the ſeveral ages 


„ Revel. xi. 2. xii. 5. Ser Revel. xiii. and 
XVI1L © 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. 
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of the world, and will ſtill carry it on 
by ſuch meaſures as ſeem beſt to his 
infinite wiſdom, till the great day of 
the conſummation of all things. Such 
a gradual opening of this wonderful 
ſcene of providence, is a new argu- 
ment of that infinite wiſdom 'which 
contrived it, and ſo fully juſtifies this 
myſtical way of propounding it. 

Several other conſideratibns may 
be offered that juſtify the wiſdom 
of God's conduct in forethowing the 
times of the new covenant under the 
types and figures of the old. | 
I. It was neceflary_ that the _ 
phecies relating to the Goſpel,” and 
the ſpiritual: benefits thereof, ſhould 


be delivered to the eue under the 


emblems of temporal bleſſings, and 
ſuch repreſentations as would a ppear 
moſt glorious in their prend f 
in order to recommend them more 
powerfully to their carnal minds and 
worldly affections. Whereas if the 
nature of Chriſt's kingdom had been 


5 34, Propheta Fipuris fue compeniunt 
Calvin. in Iſa. . 7. 2 


H 2 


. 
* — — No 
— — 
mn - - 
© 
o 


(4s J 

ft forth plainly by the prophets, as 
it was in itſelf, they would have re- 
ceived the promiſes but coldly, and 
had but a faint defire to ſee them ac- 
compliſhed. It was the earthly king- 
= of the Mefſias which they ſet 
their hearts upon; this raiſed in their 
minds an earneſt expectation of the 
Redeemer of Tſrael, and made them 
ſuch zealous preſervers of thoſe holy 
| records, which gave them a title to 
that glorious promiſe : whereas if the 
ſpiritual, nature of Chriſt's kingdom 
had been clearly foreſhowed, if the 
prophets had plainly diſcovered that 
the Gentiles were to be fe/low- heirs 
with the Jews and partabers of the 

promiſes, they would in all pro- 
"bability have {lighted and rejected the 
prophecies , concerning the Meſſias, 


as they did Chriſt Anbei when n 


red. 11138 0 
nn It was btn that the times 
of the Goſpel ſhould be foretold with 
ſome degree of obſcurity, and couched 
under veils and figures, becauſe the 


_ Jews themſelves were to be inſtru- 


( 149 ] 

ments in bringing about the work of 
man's redemption by the death and 
ſufferings of the Meſſias: if this had 
been clearly foretold, the prophecies 
would have defeated their own ac- 
compliſhment ; and we cannot ſup- 
pole, humanly ſpeaking, that the 
Jews, when they were thus fore- 
warned, would have had a hand in 
crucifying their king, and deſpitefully 
uſing him that was the hope, the 
expectation, and the glory of 1/rael : 
whereas hecauſe they knew him not, nor 
yet the voices of the prophets, they ful- 
filled them in condemning _ as St. 
Paul tells them. 

3. The veil drawn over the pro- 
phecies, is very ſerviceable to that 
wonderful conduct of providence, in 
appointing the Jews to be witneſſes 
and conſervators of thoſe very pro- -1 
phecies which ſhow the unreaſonable- 
neſs of their unbelief. They carry 
the Chriſtians books and evidences 
for them, as St. Auſtin * Wr 2 


"ay Acts xiii. 27 


In Pſalm lviii. (ix. ſecund. Hebr.) i ali, " 
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ſerved; and God hath therefore diſ- 
perſed them over the world, that 
they might bear witneſs to that. truth 


which they theniſelves refuſe to ac- 
knowledge, while they continue zea- 
lous aſſertors of thoſe divine oracles, 
which prove that our Jeſus, whom 
they deny, is the very Chriſt. O 
Cod, how wonderful art thou in thy 
works 1 through the greatneſs of thy 
power ſhall thy enemies become liars 
unto thee *, and ſtand condemned out 
of their own mouths. | 

III. A third particular which [ 
would deſire the pious reader to ob- 
ferve, in the writings of the pro- 
phets (and which is that part of 
them that is beſt ſaited to common 
capacities) is that holy zeal wherewith 
they reprove the vices of the times they 
lived in, and thoſe pathetic exhorta- 
tions, whereby they perſuade finners 


to amend their ways, and break off 
their fins by a fincere repentance. 
Here they give us a true pattern of 
that courage and conſtancy, that zeal 


© Pſalm Ixvi. 3. 


[ 15H ] 
and fervency, wherewith we ought 
to maintain the cauſe of religion, 


when they rebuke the vices of the 
great ones, as well as of the meaneſt, 


without fear or flattery ; when they 
reprove great and heinous: offences, 
with an awful authority, with great 
teverity againſt fin, and yet great 
compaſſion toward ſinners: and ex- 
hort them to repent, and turn to 
God, by all the powerful perſuaſives 
of a holy eloquence, Firtt beſeeching- 
them 4 the mercies of God, by all 
that he hath done for them, by the 
obligations he hath Jaid upon them, 
and the right that he bath to their 
ſervice ; "recounting his paſt favours 
toward them, and renewing his gra- 
cious promiſes for the time to come: 
and if theſe gentle methods will not 
prevail with ſinners, they then repre- 
{ent to them the greatneſs of God's 
majeſty, the dread of his power, the 
fierceneſs of his anger, their own 
monſtrous ingratitude and incorrigi- 
bleneſs, in abuſing his mercies, de- 


ſpiſing his judgements, reſiſting his 
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Spirit, and rendering ineffectual all 
thoſe methods, which divine wiſdom 
itſelf could make uſe of, to reco- 
ver ſinners from the error of their 
ways. Theſe diſcourſes verify that 
laying of the prophet TFeremiab *, 
that God's Word in the mouth of his 
prophets is as a fire, which makes 
its way through all oppoſition, and 
like a hammer that breaks the rocks 
in pieces; is able to ſubdue the 
molt. obdurate heart, if it be ſeri- 
ouſly attended to, and to beat down 
the confidence of the moſt daring 
P 

We may further obſerve, that 
theſe moral diſcourſes of the pro- 
phets ſavour very much of a true and 
evangelical ſpirit of piety and holi- 
neſs. They exhort men not to lay 
too much ſtreſs upon the practical 
obſervance of the ceremonial law *, 
but to fulfil. the righteouſneſs chiefly 
intended by it, in walking not after 


a Jer, xxiii. 29, 1 
d Iſa. i. 11, Ixvi. 3. Jerem. vi. 21, 22, 23. 
Hoſ. vi. 6, Amos v. 21. Mic. vi. 6, 7, 8. 
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the fleſh, but after the Spirit. The 

ews think that the chief ſtrength 
of their cauſe lies in this point, that 
God himſelf hath declared that the 
law of Mz/es ſhould be of perpetual 
obligation. But theſe diſcourſes of 
the prophets afford an unanſwerable 
confutation to this their pretence. 
For there we ſee the prophets them- 
ſelves, who lived under the law, 
ſhowing men a more excellent way 
of pleaſing God, than by the formal 
acts of an eternal obedience, and 
plainly foretelling that the Maſaical 
covenant ſhould at laſt give way to a 
better, which I come in the next 
place to conſider. | 


er. xxxi. 31. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Obſervations upon the Goſpels, in order 
to the more uſeful reading of thiat 
part of Holy Scripture. 


I PROCEED to diſcourſe of the 
particular uſes we are to make of 
the writings of the New Teſtament, 
as it is commonly called, becauſe the 
benefits therein contained are convey- 


ed to us by the death of Chriſt, who 
| hath as it were bequeathed them to 


us in this his laſt will and teſtament. 


But the title of thoſe books might 


more properly be tranſlated the new 
covenant *, as it is diſtinguiſhed from 
the former covenant, which God 
made with the Jeus by the mini- 
ſtry and mediation of Moſes. That 
was a law, taking the word in its 
proper ſenſe, requiring ſtrict obedi- 
ence under ſevere penalties: or a 
covenant of works, denouncing an 


e abr. 
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irreverſible curſe upon thoſe who did 
not continue in an exact obedience to 
all the duties therein commanded. 
Whereas the new covenant is a cove- 
nant of grace, and thereupon is called 
the gift of grace, and abundance of 
grace, becauſe it makes merciful 
allowances for the unavoidable frail- 
ties of human nature, and ſets forth 
Chrift to be a propitiation for the 
fins of all thoſe, who truly repent, 
and endeavour to pleaſe by a ſincere, 
though imperfe&t obedience. The 
lau was given by Moſes, but grace 
and truth came by Jeſus Chrift ©: the 
Goſpel is there called grace in oppoſi- 
tion to the ſeverity of the law, which 
denounced judgement againſt great 
offences without mercy; and truth, 
whereby it is diſtinguiſhed from the 
figures of the law, which was but a 
ſhadow of good things to come 

I have already obſerved *, that the 
| books of the Old Teftament give two 
different ſchemes or repreſentations 


- Deut. r 26; b Rom. v. 15,17. John 
1. 177. Heb. x. 1. Supr. chap. iv. 


L 156 J. 


of the Jeuiſb religion; and accord» 
ing to thoſe different views of it, St. 
Paul. gives very different characters 
of that inſtitution. Sometimes he 
calls the law ſpiritual, at other 
times he ſtyles it a carnal command- 
ment. The ambiguity of the word 
Newos, as it is taken for the Jewiſb 
law under its ſeveral acceptations, 1s, 
I conceive, a principal cauſe of the 
obſcurity | of St. Paul's diſcourſes 
upon the ſubje& of juſtification, 
and of the many different opinions, 
which have been advanced concern- 
ing that point. It ſeems moſt pro- 
bable that the word Law, as it is 
oppoſed in the New Teſlament to the 
Goſpel, uſually fignifies that ſyſtem 
of laws and ordinances, which were 
the terms of the covenant made with 
the Jews at mount Sinai eſpe- 
. cially as their extent and obligation 
was underſtood and explained in 
the time of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, 
both by the dictates of the Jeuiſb 

Rom. vii. 14. d Hebr, vii. 16. | 

© See Acts xv. 5. Galat. ii. 17, Rom. ui. 19. 
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Rabbies, and the concurring practice 
of the people. Theſe were a body 
of laws chiefly intended for the go- 
vernment of that commonwealth ; 
which, according to the nature of all 
political laws, laid a greater ſtreſs 
upon the outward act of obedience, 
than the inward ſincerity of the 
mind: it was rather deſigned as a 
reſtraint to the /awleſs and diſobeatent, 
than as a rule of perfection to the 
righteous * : it did not expreſsly pro- 
miſe any internal affiſtance *, nor fu- 
ture rewards ©; nor did it offer any 
method of propitiation for great and 

ſumptuous offences. In which 
reſpects the Apoſtle ſaith, that the 
law was weak through the | fleſh* * 
that it was the ſtrength of fin, that 
it could not juſtify nor give life; 
that the Fews were in the fleſh', in 
a carnal ſtate, and truſted in the 


See Rom. ix. 32. x. 3. Matt. v. 20. xv. 11, 
12. 1 Tim. i. 9. Gal. iii. 19. © Sz Rom. 
iv, 4. Xl. 6. 4 Ser Heb. vii. 10. Vil. 6. 
Rom. viii. 3. 1 Cor. xv. 56. Rom. iũ. 
20. Gal. ii, 16. * Gal. iti, 21. 1 Rom. vü. 5. 
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feb *, in fleſhly- privileges, and 
carnal ordinunces that the law 
was a dead letter, whereas the 
Goſpel was /pirit and life that 
it worketh wrath ', that it involves 
thoſe that rely upon it ander @&curſe*, 
that it was weak and unprofitable *, 
made nothing perfect, nor could at- 
tain the end which the zealous 
contenders for it propoſed to them- 
ſelves; that is, It could neither 
juſtify them here, nor ſave them 
hereafter. Taking the /aw in the 
forementioned ſenſe, we may give a 
WY account why the Apoſtle 

s of it in ſuch undervaluing 
terms; and may eaſi ly aſſign the rea- 
fon why he excludes works” from 
having any relation to our juſtifica- 
tion. And the famous prophecy of 
Feremiah, where he ſtates the dif- 
ference between the old and : new co- 
venant, doth very much confirm this 


Phil. in. 4. * Ibid, v. 5, 6. © Heb. ix, 10. 
4 Rom. vii. 5, 6. Nom. viii. 2. 2 Cor. ii. 6. 
Nom. iv. 15. Gal. ili. 10. Heb. vi. 18, 

19. Jer. xxxi. 31. pf 6 GS 
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interpretation. There he expreſsly 
calls the former covenant, that which 
God made with our fathers when be 
brought them out of the land of Egypt ; 
and then reckons up the advantages 
which the new covenant ſhould have 
above it ; wherein God promiſes that 
he would put bis laws into their in- 
ward parts, and write them in their 
hearts; that is, He would require 
inward purity inſtead of external 
obedience, and a reafonable ſervice 
in the place of carnal ordinances, and 
would put his ſpirit within them to 
enable them to perform their duty 
heartily and fincerely. It follows, 1 
will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
people, and their fins and imquittes 
will. I remember no more; that is, 
God would ſet forth Chriſt to be a 
perfect propitiation for fins to all 
thoſe that truly repent and turn from 
their evil ways, and thereby aſſure 
them of his favour and lovingkind- 
neſs, and that nothing -thall ſeparate 
them from an intereſt in his love. 
This is that lecond and better « coue- 
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5 nant, as St. Paul calls it, of which 
Chriſt is the Mediator ; eftabliſhed up- 
on better promiſes, namely, * the clearer 
revelation of a future ſtate, and more 
plentiful effuſion of the divine grace, 
0 than was granted under the law: and 
conſiſt ing of more excellent precepts, 
and thoſe recommended to our prac- 
tice by the moſt engaging motives, 
ſuch as are taken from this conſide- 
ration, that the Son of God came 
F down from heaven, that he 9 give 
| 88 hfe unto the world. 
[| 4 Theſe glad tidings of peace and 
$ fatvation, which the Goſpel brings 
unto us for our comfort and in- 
ſtruction, are delivered to us in the 
writings of the Apoſtles and holy 
penmen of the New Teſtament, to 
whoſe. words we ought to give the 
moſt earneſt beed and attention; for 
how ſhall we eſcape, if we negiect jo 
rigs an. Nie at the xp on 


uz „ Heb. 67 ö 77 do Tim: L. how. 

See Iſa. xliv. 3. liv. 13. Ezek. xi. 19. xxxvi. 
27. Joel ii. 28. Joh. vii. 39. Gal. Wi. 2. * 
936" 75; ERIE: 29637 : 
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gan to be ſpoken by the Lord, and 
Was confirmed fo us by them that heard 
bim * ? 

The uſefulneſs of which writings 
I come now to conlider, and - ſhall 
divide them into two ſorts. 1. The 
Goſpels, which contain the hiſtory 
of our Lord's life and doctrine ; and 
2. The Acts and Epiſtles, which give 
us an account of the preaching of 
the Apoſtles, and the manner how 
they and Chriſtianity in the 
world. 
In diſcourſing upon the firſt bead, ' 
I ſhall in the firſt place conſider the 
principal matters contained in the 
Goſpels, and then. the manner hows 
ey are delivered. 


The principal matters contained 
in the Goſpels may be reduced to 
theſe four heads: 1. Our Lord's 
doctrine; 2. His miracles ; 3- His 


manner of life; and 4. The circum- 
| ſtances of his death. | 


2 Heb, ü. 3. 
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| Chriſtian's reading and meditation, 
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I. Our Lord's dactrine. He came 
down from heaven to ſhow us the 
way thither, to bring us from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God: to inſtruct us in the 
knowledge of the true God, and the 
means whereby we might approve 
ourſelves to him. And this he did 
two ways; more plainly and openly 
in his ſermons and other diſcourſes ; 
more obſcurely and reſervedly in his 
parables. | | 
Of all his diſcourſes, that which 
I ſhall chiefly take notice of is, that 
glorious, full, and admirable ſermon 
which he delivered upon the mount, 
and which is contained in the 5th, 
6th, and 7th chapters of St. Matthew. 
This divine diſcourſe comprehends 
in it the very marrow and quinteſ- 
ſence of Chſtianity, and ought to 
be the daily ſubject of every good 


till he has copied it into his life and 
converſation. | 

The great deſign of our Saviour in 
this ſermon, is to exhort us to c/ean/e 
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ourſelves from all filthineſs both of fleſh 
and fpirit ; to bring forth the fruits 


of righteouſneſs out of a pure con- 
ſcience: to purify our hearts from 
all corrupt affections, as thoſe that 
would approve themſelves to that 
God whole property it is to ſearch 
the heart, and who knows the moſt 
ſecret thoughts and deſires that lie 
lurking in the retired corners of it. 
And that men might not ſatisfy 
themſelves with faying that their 
heart is right toward he fur- 
ther teaches us, that we muſt teſtify 
the ſincerity of our 'inward diſpoſi- 
tions by bringing forth the viſible 
fruits of good works, juſt as the 
life and goodneſs of the tree is 
known by its fruit; that we muſt 
demonſtrate the reality of our in- 
ward love toward God, by real acts 
of mercy and charity to our bre- 
. thren; that we muſt ſhow all kind- 
neſs to all men, and do injury to \ 
none; that we muſt not render evil 
for evil, but love our enemies, and do 
good to them that hate us, in imita- 
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tion of our heavenly Father, who is 
the moſt glorious inſtance of free 
bounty, of unwearied patience, and 
of unconfined mercy. - . 

In ſhort the great aim of this, and 
all our Saviour's diſcourſes is, to give 
men a true notion of pure and un- 
defiled religion; and to preſerve it 
from thoſe two cankers which are 
apt to eat out the very life and heart 
of it, which are hypocrsy and ſpiri- 
tual pride. Thoſe were the reigning 
fins of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
whereby they had corrupted the very 
vitals of the Jewiſb religion, and 
which rendered all their high pre- 
tences to godlineſs of no effect, and 
unſerviceable to any of the true ends 
of religion. 

To prevent men from being guilty 
of hypocriſy, our Saviour often puts 
them in mind, that God is a Spirit, 
and they that worſhip him, muſt wor ſhip 
bim in ſpirit and in truth * ; that the 
true way to make the outfhde of the 
cup clean, it to waſh the mfide firſt * ; 
I john iv. 24, Matt. X ili. 26, 
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that we muſt: not content ourſelves 
with appearing righteous * in the eyes 
of the world, nor greedily „ee the 


praiſe of men, but tbat which cometh 
rom God, the moſt. righteous and 


uncorrupt judge, by whoſe ſentence 
we muſt ſtand or fall, and who alone 
is able to ſave and to deſtroy. 

| Nor was he leſs induſtrious to 
check the beginnings of - ſpiritual 
pride, a ſubtile and dangerous ene- 
my, which very often lurks under 
the diſguiſe of mortification and re- 
nouncing of the world. Pride in- 
deed was always deteſted as an un- 
reaſonable and unſeemly vice, but yet 
the world was never taught the true 
leſſon of humility, until our Saviour 
came to iuſtrict it. The foundation 
af Chriſtianity is laid in this divine 
truth. that Jeſus Chriſt came inte the 
world to fave ſiunerte A, faith ul ſaying 


and worthy" all nereptation, as the 


Apoſtle truly ſtyles it“; a faying 
more valuable than whole volumes 


| 2 Matt. xxiii. 28. d John v. 44. a 6 der 
John iii. 16. Matt. xviü. 11. 1 Tim. i. 15. 


[ 166 ] 


of philoſophy and human wiſdom, 
which both diſcovers our diſtemper, 
and directs us where to find a cure. 
How different from this ſelf-denying 


maxim were the notions of the phi- 


loſophers? among whom no princi- 
ple was more current than this, that 
virtue and happmeſs were in men's 
ou power *, They that were of this 
opinion. could have but little ſenſe of 
the inbred corruption of human na- 
ture, and they Who were not ſenſi- 
ble that they were ſick, would not 
be very S to ſeek out for a 
phyſieian. Their wiſe man had 10 


$665 of repentance 's and mean roman 


4 

2 It js-trye that the Philoſophers did ſometimes; 
when they ſpoke more correctly, acknowledge di- 
vine -afiiftance, as hath been ſhowed by learned men, 
particularly by Mr. Dodwwell, Prolegom. ad lib. D. 
Stearn. de Qb/tinatione, Sect. 55, 56. But the general 


. 2 their writings takes ho notice of any ſuch 


bes 1; and. the-common-readers underſtood the ex- 
ons they uſe concerning ſelf-ſufficiency, in a 
fenſe excluſive of 1 + as appears by that noted exprei- 
fion of Horace, I. „. | 

Hoc ſatis eft ora 

Der vitam, det opes, æguum mi animuni m ip/e FR" 
_ . Þ Sapiens nibil facit quod non debet, nibil prætermit- 


| | tit quod 000 1 ee "T5 
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was not under any apprehenſion of 
the wrath to come. As he did not 
place his happineſs in God, ſo nei- 
ther did he lift up his ſoul to him. 
He was willing to believe that virtue 
was its own reward, and made uſe of 
this ſpecious ſhow of preſent ſatiſ- 
faction, only to hide his diſtruſt of a 
future reward. 

Theſe were ſome of the great at- 
tainments of the heathen philoſo- 
phers, or rather great ſwelling words of 
vanity, which their pride ſuggeſted 
to them, utterly void of truth and 
ſoberneſs. Whereas the great deſign 
of all our Saviour's inſtructions was 
to i God, and to humble man. 


® Socrates himſelf ff very Joubrfully of this 
matter, in his "apology, whoſe words are thus tranſ- 
lated by Cicero, T ufc. Que. I. i. T empus oft jam 
hinc abire me, ut motiar, vos ut vitam agatis : utrum 
autem fit melius Di immortales ſciunt; hominem qui= - 
dem ſcire arbitror neminem. Nor does Tully in that 
place, or in his book de S21efute ſpeak with greater 
aſſurance. Seneca labours under the ſame uncer- 
tainty, as will appear to any that compare the places 
where he aiſerts the ſoul's immortality, with his 
54th Epiftle and 19th Ch. de Conſalat. ad Marciam. 

ven Antoninus himſelf could come to no reſolution 
an this point. See |. 4. #. 13. Edit, Oxon. 
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To this end he taught men that they 
were naturally ſlaves to ſin and error, 
that he was come a light unto the 
world, that whoſoever believes in bim 
ſhould not abide in darkneſs * : that by 
his dying for them he was to redeem 
them from the power of fin, and the 
wages of it, death eternal; and by 
his living in them © he was to enable 
them to bring forth fruit unto bo- 
lineſs, the end of which would be 
everlaſting life. He inſtructs us not 
to be proud of our ſpiritual attain- 
ments, that when we have done our 
beſt, ſtill we ought to ſay, we are 
unprofitable ſervants : foraſmuch as 
all our righteouſneſs is but as filt 
rage, and our beſt actions have ſo 
great an alloy of ſin and imperfec- 
tion, that they cannot be acceptable 
to ſo holy and pure a being as God 
_ almighty. is, but only through the 
all- ſufficient merits of his Son, in 
whom alone be ic well pleaſed. 

Jobn ii. 6. John ii. 46. Matt. xx. 
28. John vi. 351 John xiv. 19. xv. 4, 5 
Luke xxii. IS -,_ $ 1:76" 4-4 VE {04 >, 1 
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To .conclude this point: the ſum 
of our Saviour's preaching conſiſts 
in inculcating this one great and 
fundamental truth of Chriſtianity, 
that we are nothing, and God is all in 
41]; it is his word that enlightens our 
minds, his Spirit directs dur wills, 
his providence orders our affairs, his 
grace guides us here, and his mercy. 
mult bring us to heaven hereafter. 
So that if we will needs glory, we 
muſt glory only in the Lord, we muſt 
acknowledge that all good, things 
come from him, and nothing is 
truly valuable but what renders us 
accepted with him. 

Theſe diſcourſes ſhow that the 
author of them knew what was in 
man, was perfectly acquainted with 
all the weakneſſes and infirmities of 
his conſtitution, and underſtood how 
to apply ſuitable remedies to his moſt 
prevailing diſtempers. | 
Thus I have endeavoured briefly to 
repreſent the great aim and tendency 
of our Saviour's doctrine, and ſhowed 


how much it exceeds the highelt 
4 I 
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attainments of human wiſdom, be- 
cauſe it teaches us to know God and 
ourſelves, to give him the honour 
 ewhich- is due unto his name, and to 
humble ourſelves before him, as fin- 
fal duſt and aſhes. | 

I proceed to take a ſhort view of 
our Saviour's parables, and ſhow the 
great uſefulneſs of them. 

It was the cuſtom of the wiſe 
men among the ancients to clothe 
their inſtructions in apt ſtories and 
ſuitable compariſons: ſuch is the 
parable of Jotbam, and that very 

poſite one of Nathan to Dawid®; 
this they did at once to pleaſe and 
to inſtruct, to excite men's attention 
by gratifying their curioſity, and to 
quicken their memory by entertain- 
ing their fancy Our Saviour took 
this method , to recommend his 
weighty inſtructions, and make them 
fink deeper into the minds of his 
auditors. The fame method was 
likewiſe very proper for another 
purpoſe, namely, to deliver the myſ- 


 Judg. ix. 8. d 2 Sam, xii. 1. 
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teries of the Goſpel with ſome de- 
gree of obſcurity and reſerve; which 
he did both to excite men's induſtry 
in ſearching further into the deep 


things of God, and withal to punich 


the ſloth and negligence of thoſe 


who grudge taking any. pains to 


learn God's will and their own duty. 
This reaſon .you may find our Sa- 
viour himſelf aſſigns why he ſpake 


to the multitude in parables, Mat- 
thew xiii. 10, Ge. 


Theſe were the reaſons why 


our Saviour choſe to convey his 
inſtructions in parables. And we 
may obſerve in general concerning 
them, firſt that they have a pleaſing 
variety ſuited to men's different ap- 
prehenſions and capacities; and in 
the next place that there is an ex- 
traordinary decency, and if I may fo 
expreſs it, a gentee/neſs, which runs 


through them all. Our Saviour puts 
the caſe in all his parables on the 
cCharitable fide, and makes the moſt 
favorable repreſentation of things 


which the matter will bear. In the 
| I 2 
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parable of the ten virgins, he 
. ſuppoſes the number of the wile 
to be equal to that. of the fooliſh. 
In the parable of the % ſheep *, he 
ſuppoſes but one of a hundred to 
go aſtray : and yet the good ſhepherd 
is content to leave all the reſt, and go 
in queſt after that ſingle ſtraggler. 
In the third place there is an exact 
decorum obſerved in all Chriſt's pa- 
rables, and every thing that is ſpoken 
is fitted to the character of the 
perſon who ſpeaks it: a beauty 
which the critics look upon as the 

eateſt ornament of a poem, and 
which of itielf is ſufficient to make 
it heard, or read with delight and 
admiration: and therefore, I hope, 
it may reccmmend our Saviour's 
parables to the nice and delicate taſte 
of our modern wits, who are apt 
to think every thing in Scripture ſo 
mean and flat, as not to be worth 
their reading. bo 


2 Matt. xxv. 2. d Luke bs: 4. 
© $i Plauſoris eges—tatis cujuſque notandi ſupt 
tibi mores. Harat. Art, Poet. VU, 154 ef 3 9. 
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Thus much we obſerve in general 
concerning our Saviour's parables : 
let us now take a brief view of ſome 
of the more remarkable ones. 
To begin with the parable of the 
prodigal in what lively colours“ 
doth our Saviour there deſcribe the 
follies and madneſs of an extravagant 
courſe of life, and the hardſhips and 
miſeries it uſually betrays men to; 
how repentance is a man's coming to 
himſelf © again, and firſt of all return- 
mg to his own right ſenſes, and then 
to God and his duty. - And yet not- 
withſtanding the inexcuſableneſs of 
fuch tranſgreſſions, how ready our 
heavenly father is to receive thoſe 
that return to him, though after a 
long courſe of diſobedience, and how 
willing to pardon their heinous and 
repeated provocations. Ty 
The parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus *, repreſents to us with very 
CHRIS P 1 255 
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© Luke xv. 17. © Ibid xvi. 19. Ce. 
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affecting circumſtances how apt a 
lentiful fortune is. to. benumb and 
ſtupify the ſoul, to ſhut out all ſeri- 
ous conſideration, to make men un- 
mindful of the wants and neceſſities 
of their poor brethren, to regard no- 
thing but the preſent gratification of 
their ſenſes, and never lit up their eyes 
to heaven, till they ſee themſelves 
ſurrounded with the flames of hell, 
and irrevertibly doomed to take their 
portion in hat place of torment. 
The parable of the 4ing that 
would take an account of his ſervants *, 


offers powerful arguments to con- 


vince us of the great equity, and 
indeed neceſſity of forgiving ethers, 
in order to obtain forgiveneſs our- 
ſelves at the hands of God. 

The parable of the good Sama» 


ritan, doth very appoſitely ſhow 


us that we ought to extend our 

kindneſs to all that ſtand in preſent 

need of our help, however differing 

from us in affections, perſuaſion, or 

intereſt. | 
4 Matt. xviii, 23, Cc. b Luke x. 30. 
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The parable of the rich man, who 
pleaſed himſelf with the proſpect of 
living many years in wealth and 
jollity *, doth exactly repreſent the 
carnal ſecurity of worldly-minded 
men, and how terrible the meſſage 
of death is to ſuch perſons, which 
very often cuts them off with a 
ſudden ſtroke in the midſt of their 
fins, and blaſts all their fond hopes 
and vain expectations. | 

It would be too large an under- 1 
taking to give a particular account 
of all our Saviour's parables, and 
therefore I ſhall only juſt take notice 
of thoſe which are put together in 
the xiiith chapter of St. Matthew : 
the firſt of which, the parable of 
the Sower, aſſigns the ſeveral reaſons 
which hinder men from receiving 
any benefit by the many ſermons 
and inſtructions which they hear; 
and in thoſe that follow, as alſo in 
many others, Chriſt in a prophetical 


manner deſcribes the ſpeedy growth 


2 Luke xi, 16. 
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and progreſs of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and the ſtate of the Church 
here upon earth unto the end of the 
world: in all which there are ſeve- 
ral myſterious admonitions (not to 
be diſcovered but by a diligent 


ſearcher of the Scriptures) both in- 


ſtructing all ranks and orders of 


Chriſtians in their ſeveral duties, 


and alſo warning the Church againſt 
thoſe errors and corruptions, which 


ſhould in proceſs of time overſpread 


it. So that Origen with great 
reaſon challenges Celſus, who de- 


ſpiſed the plainneſs of the Scrip- 


tures, to explain the parables of our 
Saviour, and unfold all thoſe myſ- 
terious truths which are there 
couched under emblems and figures. 


And as our Saviour himſelf vouch- 


ſafed to expound ſome of his para- 
bles to his diſciples, apart from the 
multitude, ſo ſtill there is need of a 
more intimate converſe with the 


oracles of heaven, to enable us to 


* Orig. cont, Celſ. J. 3. p. 122. 
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diſcover all that ſpiritual wiſdom 
which is there concealed under ſen- 
fible repreſentations. 


H. -The ſecond thing obſervable 


in the Goſpels is, our Saviour“ mi- 


racles. 

I ſhall not enter into a large diſ- 
courſe concerning the uſe of mira- 
cles, of the marks whereby we may 


diſtinguiſh true miracles from coun- 


terfeit ones. I ſhall only obſerve 
that our Saviour's miracles were not 
deſigned for oſtentation, nor merely 
to ſurpriſe men or gratify their cu- 
rioſity, but to be really uſeful and 


beneficial to mankind ; as if he in- 


tended thereby to inſtruct us, that 
all power ought to be employed to 
the doing of good, inaſmuch as 
goodneſs is the moſt glorious and 
godlike quality of the divine nature, 
and that which gives a luſtre to 
omnipotency itſelf *. Chriſt's mira- 
cles made way for the reception of 
his doctrine, not only as they were 


* Reddere Diis bonitatem, fine qua nulla mala 


un 
I 5 | 


0 8 ] 
a demonſtration, that he who 
wrought them was a teacher ſent 
from God, but likewiſe as they 
were an argument of our Saviour's 
own affectionate love and kindneſs 
to the ſons of men, and a pledge 
and aſſurance of God's gracious 
purpoſes toward them. When he 
gave fight to the blind, at the ſame 
time he opened. the eyes of their 
underſtanding, that they might ſee 
N the day-ſpring from on high that was 
1 come to vit them. When he made 
the deaf to hear, ſuch a work of 
- mercy prepared them to receive with 
Joy the glad tidings of the Goſ- 
pel. When he cleanſed the lepers ; 
it was natural for thoſe that were 
cured, to conclude that the ſame 
perſon was able to purge them from 
the pollution of their fins, and pre- 
ſent them without ſpot to God. 80 
ſuitable were all Chriſt's miracles, to 
the great deſign of his coming into the 
world; and diſpoſed men to believe, 


that he who was the healer of their 
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bodily infirmities, was beſt qualified 
to be the phyſician of their ſouls. 
And I think without perplexing 
ourſelves with that nice inquiry, 
what are truly and properly mira- 
culous works? or, when muſt natural 
powers end, and ſupernatural begin ? 
this may be a ſufficient determination 
of the queſtion, concerning true and 
falſe miracles, that whenever any ex- 
traordinary work is wrought in a 
manner worthy of God, and bene- 
ficial to men, agreeing with funda- 
mental truths formerly revealed, or 
confirming ſome new revelation of 
God's will, and promoting the great 
ends of piety and virtue in the world ; 


theſe are certain marks of a true, 


miracle, and we need no better evi- 
dence than this to diſtinguiſh God's 
1 from impoſtors. 
We may further conſider, that the. 
prophets foretold that the Meſſias 
ſhould come with miracles, and have 
inſtanced in the principal kinds of 
miracles which he wrought. So that 


4 See Iſa. Xxxv. 5, 6. 5 
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here we have God himſelf bearing 
witneſs by the mouth of his pro- 
phets to the truth of our Saviour's 
miracles, and guarding them from 
all ſuſpicion of impoſture. And thus 

the miracles of our Lord did not only 
give teſtimony to him, as they were 
wonderful works in themſelves, but 
likewiſe as they were an accom- 
pliſhment of ſome of thoſe pre- 
ditions, which went before concern- 
ing him. And this muſt needs be 
an undeniable argument for the truth 
of our Saviour's miſſion, to thoſe 
that received the writings of the 
prophets ; and thoſe that did-not, by 
comparing theſe | prophecies; of the 
Ol Teſtament with the events re- 
corded in the New, might thence 
be fully convinced of the divine au- 
thority of both, 

III. The third particular obſerva- 
ble in our reading the Goſpels is, our 
Saviour manner. of life and converſa-. 
tian; which was exactly agreeable to 

his doctrine and precepts. 


Matt. xi. 5, 6. 
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St. Luke tells us that the deſign 


of his Goſpel was to give an account 
of all that Chriſt Soth did and taught : 
implying that he practiſed firſt him- 
ſelf what he taught others, and laid 
no other burden upon his diſciples, 
but what he willingly underwent 
himſelf, and wherein he was their 
pattern as well as their director. 

Humility, and a patient ſubmiſſion 
to God's will; charity, and a con- 


tempt of the world, are the peculiar 


doctrines of the Chriſtian religion, 
and never were effectually recom- 
mended to the world till that ap- 
peared ; and our Saviour's life was 
one entire inſtance of theſe eminent 
virtues. : | , | 

He made it his meat and drink to 
do the will of him that ſent him : he 
went about doing good, and healing 
both the bodies and ſouls of men. 
He ſubmitted to the loweſt offices 
for the ſake of others, and was at 
every body's ſervice that deſired his 


aſſiſtance. He condeſcended to the 


2 Acts i. 1. 0 a 


=. 


meaneſt company, that of Publicans 
and Sinners, when he had a' proſpect 
of doing any good upon them ; and 
was content to loſe the reputation of 
being a good man, that he might 
more effectually ſerve the ends of 
piety and goodneſs. 

Never did ſo much goodneſs meet 
with ſuch ungrateful and unſuitable 
returns; and yet this did not diſ- 
courage him from going on as he had 
begun : he ſtill continued unwearied 
in well-doing, endeavouring to con- 
quer men's malice by kindneſs, and 
overcome evil with good. 

He was the nobleſt inſtance of a 
ſincere and unaffeted contempt of 
the world that ever appeared in it. 
When he came into the world he 
came unto his own, as St. John ſpeaks *; 
he made it, and could eaſily have 
commanded all the glories and plea- 
ſures of it: yet he made himſelf of no 
reputation, and took upon him fo 
lowly a diſguiſe, that when be was in 
wa NOR viri ay" 33 2 conſeientiam perderet. 
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the world, though the world was made 
by him, yes it knew him not, He 
choſe to appear in ſuch a mean con- 
dition, on purpoſe to ain the pride 
of all worldly glory, and to convince 
men that there were things of a quite 
different nature, namely, the favour 

of God and the unſeen glories of the 
world to come, that did infinitely 
more deſerve their eſteem and re- 
gard. And he not only deſpiſed the 
glories of the world, but likewiſe 
patiently endured its affronts and 
reproaches; and when he was reviled, 
he reviled not again; when he ſuffered 
be threatened net, but committed his 
cauſe to him that 2 righteouſly * ; 
to teach us by his behaviour in all 
conditions, to have an equal mind 
both in proſperity and adverſity ; to 
value that honour which comes from 
God only, and when we are unjuſtly 
dealt with, to comfort ourſelves with 
the teſtimony of our conſcience, and 
refer all to the righteous judgement 
of God, | 


21 Pet, ii. 22. 
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This eminent example of a patient 
continuance in well-doing, which 
appears ſo conſpicuous in every part 
of our Saviour's life, is of great 
efficacy to perſuade us 7o go and do 
likewiſe, It is commonly obſerved, 
that Example is of greater force than 
bare precept, becauſe it ſets forth the 
beauty of holineſs to the life, and 
inflames men with a holy emulation 
of imitating thoſe works, which ap- 
pear ſo lovely and alluring. Precept, 
indeed, lays a higher obligation, and 
commands with greater authority; 
but example attracts more ſtrongly, 
and hath a more powerful art of per- 
ſuaſion; in which reſpect we may 
juſtly ſay, that precept is but a dead 
letter, in compariſon of a living 
example. Eſpecially the example of 
our Saviour doth powerfully ; excite 
us to tread in his ſteps, fince he, as 
the captain of our ſalvation, hath led 
the way; and if we follow him here, 
we ſhall aſſuredly reign with him 
hereafter, 
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IV. The laſt particular, very ob« 
ſervable in our reading the Goſpels 
is, the circumſtances of our Saviour's 
death, 
And here the virtues of humility, 
charity, and reſignation to God's 
will, which are the particular glories 
of Chriſt's life, appear ſtill more 
eminent and conſpicuous. In great 
humility he t00k upon him the form of 
a ſervant, and now he ſubmitted to 
a ſervile and ignominious death, and 
was numbered among the tranſgreſſors. 
Out of his fervent charity he ſpent 
his life in the ſervice of mankind, 
and now he laid it down to be a 
ranſom for many. He gave the great- 
eſt demonſtration of his charity, in 
dying even for his enemies, and 
offering up his blood, as well as his 
prayers, to procure a pardon for 
thoſe that ſhed it; and received 
the traitorous kiſs of Judas with 
ſuch an unparalleled meckneſs, 
with ſuch a gentle, and yet con- 
founding, reproof, as was ſufficient 
to melt down the malice of any 


186 ] 
one that was capable of repent- 
ing. And how tender -his affec- 
tions were toward his friends and 
followers, fully appears from his 
haſt diſcourſes , wherewith he took 
his leave of his diſciples, recorded 
in the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th 
chapters of St. John; a portion of 
Scripture which we cannot too of- 
ten read and conſider, ſo full it is 
of excellent advice and heavenly 
conſolation, This we may call the 
laſt ſermon of our dying Lord, 
which we ought to lay up in our 
minds as the pledge of his love, and 
our own ſecurity. And when we 
feel any dejection of ſpirit, which 
the beſt of men ſometimes labour 
under; how doth it revive our 
hearts, to hear him comforting his 
Diſciples againſt their fears and 
forrows, aſſuring them of his love 
and of God's favour, arming them 
with admirable inſtructions ' againſt 
the hour of temptation, and at 
laſt recommending them to God, 
in a moſt affectionate and fervent 
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. chap. xvii. the pattern of 
is interceſſion for us in heaven; 
and particularly praying for Peter, 
that his faith might not fail; and 
when afterward through fear he had 
denied his Maſter, recalling him to a 
ſenſe of his duty by a gracious look ; 
and by this firſt great inſtance of 
patience and longſuffering toward a 
believer, inſtructing us all not to 


deſpair of mercy, though we fall 


into ſin after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, but ſpeedily 
to recover ourſelves out of that evil 
ſtate by a ſincere repentance. And 


we may jultly ſay, that the Church 


was but upon St. Peter's repentance, 


as well as upon the confeſſion which 
he made of his faith. And when 


our Lord had in ſo affectionate a 
manner performed all the tendereſt 
offices of the kindeſt maſter, and 
the beſt friend, he abſolutely re- 
ſigned . himſelf to the will of his 

Father, and became obedient to death, 
even the death of the croſs! And 
when he had thus finiſhed his courſe, 
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we find him commending his ſoul to 
God in that his laſt ejaculation, 
Father, into thy hands F commend my 
ſpirit ©! f 

Thus our Saviour hath given us 
an example how to live, and how to 
die; and if we follow this glorious 
pattern which he hath ſet us, neither 
death nor life will be able to ſeparate P 
as from him. | th 

Thus I have taken a brief view of v 
the moſt remarkable occurrences in 
the Goſpels; a part of Scripture that 
doth particularly recommend itſelf to 
our-frequent reading and meditation; 
becauſe it is fo full of comfort and 
edification to all Chriſtians, and 
withal ſo admirably fitted to the 
underſtandings and capacities of the 
meaneſt; as I have already obſerved *?; 
and as it will further appear if we 
eonſider in the next place, 

The manner of writing made uſe 
of by the Evangeliſts, their plain- 
neſs of ſpeech, and the other ſignal 


Luke xxiii. 46. ts Chap. ni. 
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marks of integrity, which are fo 
conſpicuous in all the parts of the 
evangelical hiſtory. 

Our Saviour ſpoke with the plain- 
neſs and majeſty of a lawgiver, not 
with the niceneſs or ſubtilty of a 
philoſopher. He made it the greater 
part of his buſineſs t preach the G. 
pel to the poor, and in condeſcenſion 
to the meaneſt capacities uſed great 
plainneſs of. ſpeech. © Accordingly 
the Evangeliſts related his diſcourſes 
with the ſame plainneſs and ſimplicity 
of expreſſion with which he ſpake 
them, and recommended themſelves 
and their writings by an unaffected 
manifeſtation of the truth, and not 
by the enticing words of art and 
ſophiſtry. They recorded their own 
weakneſſes and miſtakes, as hath 
been already obſerved *, and we can- 
not diſcover in their writings the 
leaſt biaſs of paſſion or private in- 
ereſt, which is ſo viſible in all human 
ompoſures. The ſeyeral Evange- 


Chap. ü. 
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liſts ſometimes relate the ſame ſtory 
with different circumſtances ; an un- 
doubted argument of their ſincerity, 
and a certain fign that the hiſtory 
which they relate is not a fable of 
their own contrivance, Men that 
have combined together to put a 
cheat upon the world, are naturally 
very apprehenſive of being diſcovered, 
and to make all ſure, take the utmoſt 
care that their evidence may agree 

in every point and tittle; but honeſt 
men need not he ſo ſcrupulous: and 
this inaccuracy of the Evangeliſts, if 
any one pleaſes ſo to ſtyle it, may 
juſtly be aſcribed to a particular 
direction of providence, -. becauſe it 
ſhows that they were all aſſured, that 
their cauſe did not ſtand in need of 
the borrowed helps of exact method, 
ſtudied expreſſions, and laboured 


8. 
I ſhall conclude this chapter with 
that weighty exhortation of the A- 
poſtle, Take heed that ye deſpiſe mt 


2 Hebs Xi. 25, | 


k 
him that ſpeaks to you in the holy ( 
Goſpels, for if they eſcape not, who q 
deſpiſed him that fpake on earth, how 1 
ſhall we eſcape, if we turn away 
from him that ſpeaks to us from Hea- 
ven? Nay, that came down from 
Heaven on purpoſe that he might 
ſpeak unto us, and converſe with us, 
and become both our teacher and 
our example, 
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CHAPTER IX. 


The principal matters to be obſerved 
in reading the Acts and Epiltles of 
- the Apoſiles. 


- OUR Saviour confined his preach- 
ing to the /oft ſheep of the 155 of 
Vrael but he choſe his Apoſtles 
to be with him while he continued 
in the world, to be trained up un- 
der his diſcipline, and be witneſles 
of his life and doctrine, his death 
and reſurrection; and when he was 
juſt departing out of the world he 
commanded them to: teſtify what 
they had ſeen and heard, not only 
in Judea and the countries adjacent, 
but even o the uttermoſi parts of 
the earth *. 

A ſtrange and improbable deſign, 
as it appears at firit ſight! that a 
few men of obſcure birth and mean 
education, that had neither learning 


1 Matt. Xv. 24. | * Acts i. 8. 
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nor intereſt, ſhould undertake: | to 
propagate, a new religion in the 
world, that was in many points con- 
trary to men's carnal inclinations and 
worldly intereſts; and perſuade them 
to forſake the religion of their fore- 
fathers, which was not only deeply 


rooted in their minds, by cuſtom 


and education, but alſo had all the 
external advantages of ſtrength and 
intereſt which worldly power and 
policy could give.it. No perſons in 
their ſenſes would have undertook 
ſuch a deſign as this, unleſs they had 
been fully aſſured of a divine power 
that ſhould aſſiſt them. And we can 
give no rational account of the won- 


derful ſucceſs which accompanied 


their preaching, but that be who was 
in them was greater than be that was 
in the world. God choſe the weak things 
of the world, to confound the things 
that are mighty, that no fleſh might 
glory in his preſence; and that the 


planting of the Goſpel might appear 


1 Cor. i. 29. 
K 
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to be the work of God, and not of 
man. And when the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion prevailed over all the ſtrength 
and policy of the world, it was a 
demonſtration that it came from God, 
becauſe men could not overthrow it; 
_ and though they oppoſed it with 
their united- force, yet they could 
not prevail againſt it, becauſe God 
Wos with it. Therefore the Apoſtle 

deſervedly reckons Chriſt being 
preached among the Gentiles, and be- 
lieved on in the world, as part of the 
great myſtery of god/neſs ;' and accounss 
it as wonderful a work as God's being 
manifeſt in the fleſh, and juſtified in 
the ſpirit *. © N 
Now the doctrine which the A- 
poſtles preached to the perſons who 
lived in their own time, they after- 
ward by God's direction committed 
to writing, for the perpetual uſe of 
the Church in all ages. It was ne- 
ceſſary that the Apoſtles ſhould pro- 
vide for the inſtruction of aftertimes 


z Tim, iii. 16. 
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as well as their own ©; as they were 
the founders of the univerſal Church, 
which, however enlarged by the 
acceſſion of believers, or increaſed 
in extent by the continuance of 
time, muſt ſtill be ſupported by the 
ſame foundation, that is, the doctrine 
which the Apoſtles at firſt delivered; 
and which ſucceeding times could 
never have been certainly informed 
of, unleſs it had been committed to 
writing, the only ſafe and ſure way 
of conveying things dawn to poſte- 
gity. This doctrine is contained in 
the As of the Apoſtles, written by 
St. Luke, and in the Epiſtles directed 
to the ſeveral Churches, in order to 
confirm and build them up in that 
holy faith, wherein they had been 
inſtructed. 

The uſefulneſs of theſe holy wri- 
tings I come now to conſider : and 


as Ts ra Erco. deerõe (Hades) 8 v ros Tort 
paovov ricbe, az Ka rug ik ines piXEs Ts Fpager 
ye pres X24 rc ird lebe, Axe. re ie avs 
17 eic wagve lag, phat Tt al wats, wa 8 
wur TETO WOW, zug d T6 r d, Brcgairn 
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ſhall firſt make ſome general obſer- 
vations concerning them: and then 
proceed to conſider ſome of the prin- 
cipal matters to be regarded 1 in our 
reading of them. 

1. I ſhall obſerve the agreement 
that is between thoſe apoſtolical wri- 
tings and the Goſpel hiſtory, and 
how they mutually confirm and ſup- 
port each other. 

The Acts relate ſeveral paſſages 
which confirm the truth of the Goſ- 
pels; namely, the teſtimony which 
the Apoſtles gave to the life, doctrine, 
miracles, death, reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion of Chriſt, exactly agreeing 
with that account of each particular 
which we find in the Goſpels; how 
they all of them joined in giving 
this teſtimony * and perſiſted in it, 
notwithſtanding all the evils which 
either threatened them *, or were 
actually inflicted upon them. 

2. In the ſame book we fifd 

| ſeveral promiſes which our Saviour 


* Acts ii. 32. b Ibid iv. 21. © Ibid v. 41. 
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made to his Diſciples punQually per- 
formed: as that he would endue them 
with power from on high, and enable 
them to be his witneſſes among all na- 
tions; that they ſhould work great 
and extraordinary miracles in his 
name; that they ſhould ſuffer many 
hardſhips for his ſake; but that he 
would ſupport them under their ſuf- 
ferings, and give them ſuch wiſdom, 
and preſence of mind, as ſhould baffle 
and confound all their oppoſers*. 

3. The Epi/tles of the Apoſtles do 
likewiſe abundantly confirm all the 
conſiderable paſſages related in the 
Goſpels and the Acts. | 

The particulars of our Saviour's 
hfe and death, are often referred to 
in them, as grounded, upon the un- 
doubted teſtimony of eyewitneſſes, 
and being the foundation of the 
Chriſtian Religion. | | 

The ſpeedy propagation of the 
Chriſtian faith, recorded in the Acts, 
is confirmed beyond all contradie- 


Luke xxiv. 47, 49. * Mark xvi, 17, Oc. John 
xiv. 12. © Matt. x. 17, Cc. Luke xxi. 12, 22 
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tion, by innumerable paſſages in the 
Epiſtles written to the Churches al- 
ready planted ; and that within the 
compaſs of the ſame age wherein 
Chriſt lived, when it had been the 
eaſieſt thing in the world to have 
diſproved the matters of fact which 
the Apoſtles atteſted concerning him, 
if they had not been true. | 

The miraculous gifts which the 
Apoſtles were endued with, and par- 
ticularly the gift of tongues, are often 
appealed to in the ſame writings, as 
an undeniable evidence of the divine 
miſſion of the Apoſtles. Particularly 
in the rt Epiſile to the Corinthians 
we may obſerve ſuch an evident proof 
that the gift of tongues was notori- 
ouſly communicated to believers, ak 
I think ſhould be ſufficient to fatisfy 
any unprejudiced man. We find, in 
the 12th and 14th chapters of that 
Epiſtle, the Apoſtle with great ex- 
actneſs diſtinguiſhes the ſeveral gifts 
of the Spirit*, and gives directions 


23 Ba” 
21 Cor. xii. 8,9 10, 
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for the orderly uſe and exerciſe of 
thoſe. gifts, particularly that of 
tongues *,, and corrects ſeveral abuſes 
which were crept into the Church by 
a vain and unſeaſonable oftentation 
of that gift. Now can any one ſup- 
. poſe that a perſon in his right ſenſes 
would make an elaborate diſcourſe 
upon this argument, if there had been 
no ſuch thing as the gift of tongues 
in the Church at that time? This 
would be to ſuppoſe the moſt abſurd 
thing in the world, rather than be- 
lieve the Scripture to be true. 

I I proceed now to conſider the 
principal matters to be obſerved in 
our reading this part of the New 
Teſtament writings. And thoſe are 
of three ſorts. 

I. The dactrine contained in them; 
as being an authentic commentary upon 
the Goſpels, or a fuller explication of 
ſundry articles of the Chriſtian faith, 
which our Saviour had but ſparingly 
poke of+ in his own diſcourſes. 


21 Cor, xiv. 26, ic. | b Ibid. . 6, Ge. 


i 


[ 200 ] 

II. The exact idea theſe writing. 
give us of the faith and manners of = 
firſt Chr. ia a fignal evidence of 
the divine power which accompanied 
the firſt preaching of the Goſpel, and a 

noble pattern for us to imitate. 
III. The graces and virtues which 


appear ſo conſpicuouſly in the apyſtolical 
writings, and prove the authors of 


them to be men ent from God. 


* 


0 I. In reſbect of. the ductrine e 
1 contained. The doctrine which the 
Apoſtles taught their converts was 
9 the fame in ſubſtance which Chriſt 
| taught them, according to the tenor 
of Chriſt's commiſſion to them, 
Matt. xxviii. 20. Yet the apoſtolical 
writings have this particular advan- 
tage, that they are a divine and in- 
fallible commentary, or an authentic 
explication of Chriſt's words in the 
Goſpels, wherein the fundamentals 
of Chriſtianity are admirably illuſ- 
| trated, and the myſterious parts of 
our holy faith more fully opened and 
explained, than they were re by Chriſt 


wer] 
himſelf. He told his diſciples 
while he was upon earth, that he 
Bad many things to ſay unto them, but 
they could not bare them at the preſent, 
and therefore he referred them for 
fuller inſtructions in theſe matters, 
to the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which he -promiſed to ſend down 
upon them after his departure. 

To inſtance in ſome particulars of 
this kind. | 

1. There were ſome things whith 
our Saviour did not fully and clearly 
explain to his diſciples, but -accom- 
modated his expreſſions to thoſe 
prejudices in which they had been 
bred up; as when he diſcourſes con- 
cerning the nature and glories of his 
kingdom. 

2. In other caſes, though Chriſt 
ſpoke clearly and plainly, yet his 
Diſciples did not apprehend his 
meaning at all; as namely, when he 


_ NoTeg Yards tieyaours wailore Y ro Magus, 4 
0 aur, STw ua) ibi τ. CI Hom. ut. in 
+ Ep. ad Rom, 
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diſcourſes concerning his own death 


and reſurrection, and the redemption 

of the world, which was to be ac- 

compliſhed by that means. 
3. Laſtly, when our Saviour diſ- 


- courſes concerning the calling of the 


Gentiles, he doth not expreſs the 
thing in plain words, but only hints 
it in ſome general expreſſions, as 


when he ſays, Many ſhall come 


from the eaſt and weſt, and fit down 


with Abraham in the kingdom of hea- 


ven: or elſe obſcurely intimates it 


in parables, particularly thoſe of the 
prodigal Son, and of the houſholder 


that went out af the latter end of the 
day to hire labourers inte bis vine- 


yard. 


In all which caſes, what the A- 
poſtles did not perfectly underſtand, 
they could not be ſuppoſed exactly 
to remember; but as the Holy 
Spirit brought our Saviour's words 
more diſtinctly to their remembrance, 


according to Chriſt's promiſe*, ſo 


Matt. viii. 11. d Luke xv. 11. 
© Matt, xx. 1, John xv. 26. 


a | 
by the direction of the ſame Spirit, 
they explained theſe great and im- 
portant truths more fully than our 
Saviour did while he was upon earth; 
as will appear upon a brief view of 
what they ſay upon each of theſe 
heads. 
To begin with the firſt, namely, 
Our Saviour's diſcourſes concerning the 
nature of bis own kingdom. 

The Jeus all along expected, that 
the kingdom of Chriſt ſhould come 
with obſervation *, that is, with the 
ſame pomp and ſplendor which ac- 
companies an earthly monarchy, 
thereby to draw the eyes of the 
world after it. This is ſtill the 
great ſtumbling-block of the TFews ; 
and the moſt conſiderable objection 
they have againſt our Meſſias is, that 
Bis kingdom is not of this world, This 
opinion was ſo deeply rooted in the 
minds of the Apoſtles, that _ our 
Saviour did not think it proper to 
tear it up all at once, but rather to 


2 Luke xvii. 20. 
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remove it by gentle and eaſy degrees. 


Accordingly, in compliance with 
their prejudices, we find him de- 


ſcribing his. kingdom, and the pre- 


eminence they were to enjoy in it, 
by eating and drinking at his table, 


and fitting on thrones, and judging 
the twelve tribes of Iſh acl". 


But after the Holy Ghoſt had 
given the Apoſtles clear and diſtin 
apprehenſions of the fpiritual nature 
of Chriſt's kingdom, and wherein 
the happineſs of it did conſiſt, we find 
what noble repreſentations they give 


us of the glories which are laid up 


for us in heaven, and what powerful 
arguments they take from this to 

rſuade us not to ſet our minds upon 
the things of this world. They de- 
ſcribe the happineſs of the world to 
come by an inberitance mcorruptible, 
ande and that fadeth not away 


by @ new heaven, and à new earth, 


wherein divelleth righteouſneſs *, where 


Wake xxi. 30, Matt. xix. 28. 


Pet. i. 4. © 2 Pet. ii. 12. 
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God ſhall be all in all he ſhall 
reign with an abſolute dominion, 
and it ſhall be our honour and hap- 
pineſs that God is exalted. They 
exhort us not to ſet our minds upon 
the things that are ſeen and are tempo- 
ral; but on thoſe which are not ſeen, 
and are eternal and by the con- 
tinual exerciſe of faith and patience, 
of mortification and contempt of this 
World, to make curſelves meet to be 
| partakers of the inberitance of the 

ſaints in hight ©. 

The fame prejudice concerning 
the temporal glories of Chriſt's king- 
dom, made his diſciples not under- 
ſtand the meaning of thoſe ſeveral 
diſcourſes of his concerning his ſuf- 
ferings, death, and reſurreQion *, The 
earthly conqueſts and triumphs of 
their maſter was what they dreamed 
of, and they could not apprehend how 
he ſhould become glorious through 
ſufferings. Whereupon the doctrine | 
of the croſs, and the ſaving effects 


a 1 Cor. xv. 28. Þ 2 Cor. iv. 18, © Col. i. 12, | 
4 See Mark ix. 10. Luke ix. 45. xviii. 34. 
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of it not being underſtood ' by the 
Apdſtles *, till our Saviour had 
opened their underſtandings by his 
diſcourſes upon this ſubject after his 
reſurrection, we cannot expect ſo per- 
fect an explication of that great and 
fundamental article of Chriſtianity in 
the Goſpels, as in the Epiſtles. In 
which, Chriſt's dying for our fins, 
and rifing again jor our juſtification, 
is every where inſiſted upon as the 
foundation of all our hopes ; and the 
doctrine of the croſs is there ſpoken 
of as a truth of ſuch importance, 
that St. Paul“, in compariſon of it, 
deſpiſes all other fort of knowledge, 
whether divine or human. Hence 
it 1s that the Apoſtles deduce thoſe 
powerful motives to obedience, which 
are taken from the love, humility, 
and condeſcenſion of our Lord, and 
the right which he has to our ſervice, 
having purchaſed us with the price 
of his blood Hence they derive 


a See Matt. xvi. 22. d 1 Cor. li. 2. 
See 1 Cor. vi. 20. 2 Cor. v. 15. Gai. ii. 20. 
Tit. ii. 14. 1 Ni. 18, 19. 


[ 207 ] 


thoſe great obligations, which lie up- 
on Chriſtjans to exerciſe the duties 
of mortification and ſelf-denial; of 
crucifying the fleſh with the affettions | 
and luſis : of patience under afflic- 
tions, and rejoicing in tribulations * : 
of being dead to this world, and 
ſeeking rhoſe things which are above, 
where Chriſt fitteth at the right hand 
of God. Thus as our Saviour pied 
principalities and powers, and triumph- 
ed over his enemies by the crofs*, 
ſo the good Chriſtian overcomes the 
world by being crucified to it; and 
becomes more than conquered through 
Chriſt that loved him. | 
The third inſtance which I gave 
of doctrines that may more fully be 
learned from the Epiſtles and other 
writings of' the Apoſtles, than from 
the words of Chriſt recorded in the 
Goſpels, was the calling of the Gen- 
tiles to make one and the fame Church 
with the Jews. 


by 
Gal. v. 24. vi. 14. Rom. vi. 6. 1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. 


d Phil. ii. 10. 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 1 Pet. ii. 19, &c, 
iy. 13, © Colo. iü. 1, Sc. bid ii. 15. 
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The many propkecies of the Ol 
Teſtament which forete] the calling 
of the Gentiles, were ſufficient to 
convince the Fews, that in the times 
of the Meſſias God would reveal the 

knowledge of himſelf and his will 
to the world more fully than ever 
he had done before. But the extra-. 
ordinary value which they had for 
themſelves, and the privileges which 
they fancied were peculiar to their 
own nation, made them unwilling to 
believe that the Gentiles ſhould ever 
be /ellow-herrs with the Jews, of the 
fame body or Church with them, and 
partakers of the ſame promiſes in Chriſt 
by the Gojpel*. This St. Peter him- 
ſelf could hardly be perſuaded to 


believe, till he was convinced by a 


particular viſion vouchſafed to him 
for that purpoſe *. And St. Paul tells 
us that this was a myſtery which was 
. but newly revealed to the Apoſtles by 
the Spirit © and therefore not fully 15 
diſcovered by Chriſt before. 


* Epheſ. iii. 6. Ads x. 28. © Eph. ui, 5. 
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And here it is proper to obſerve to 
what excellent purpoſes the Apoſtles 
improve this new Revelation.which 
was vouchſafed to them : how they 
take occaſion hence in their writings 
to magnify the riches of God's grace, 
in making his ways Knoun upon earth, 
and bringing men out of darkneſs into 
his marvellous light : how they ſet 
forth the divine power which accom- 
panied the preaching of the Apoſtles, 
whereby they, that were ſometimes 
foohſh, diſobedient, and ſerving divers 
Hufls and pleaſures *, were waſhed, 
were juſtified in the name of the Lord 
Feſus*, and learned to put off the old 
man, which was corrupt according t6 
the deceitful luſts; and to be renewed 
in the ſpirit of their mind. Laſtly, - 
they hence powerfully exhort us 
Gentiles, now we have the light, to 
walk as children of the light *, and 
to walk worthy of that holy calling 
wherewith we are called*; always 
remembering that we were not re- 


2 Tit. iii. 3. Þ» 1 Cor. vi. 11, © Eph. iv. 24. 
® Ibid, v. 8, © Ibid. iv. 1. 
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deemed from our vain conver fation with 
ſilver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of the Son of G 
I ſhall conclude my remarks con- 
cerning the doctrinal parts of the 
Epyſiles, with one general obſerva- 


tion; namely, That although moſt | 


of them were wrote upon particular 


occaſions, and with relation to the 


preſent exigencies of the Churches to 
which they are directed, yet you 
may find the Apoſtles take occaſion 
from every hint that is offered to 
them, to explain the myſteries of the 
Goſpel, to ſet forth the excellency of 
it, to perſuade men to live up to the 
height of its precepts. They deſcend 
to give particular directions for diſ- 
charging the duties. relating to all 
ſtates and conditions of life; thoſe 
of princes and ſubjects *,, of paſtors 
and people”, of huſbands and wives *, 


1 Pet. i. 18, 19. d Rom. xiii. 1 Pet. 11. 13, 
Sc. In the Epift. to Tim. and Titus. See aiſo 


1 Theft. v. 12, 13, and Heb. xiit. 7, 17. © . v. 


22, Cc. Coloſſ. ii. 18, Sc. 1 Pet. iii. 1, 
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of parents and children, of maſters 
and ſervants *.. This is a convincing 
argument that the holy Spirit which 
influenced their pens, had not only 
an eye to the particular exigencies of 
the Chriſtians, who lived in thoſe 
times, but likewiſe directed the holy 
writers to enlarge themſelves upon 
ſuch points of doctrine and practice, 
which were of univerſal concern, and 
would be for the-benefit of the faith- 
ful in all ſucceeding generations. I 
proceed to conſider, 

II. The exact idea which theſe apo- 
Aolical writings give us of the fait 
and manners of the firſt Chriſtians : 
ſignal evidence of the divine ard 
which accompanied the firſt preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, and a noble pat- 
tern for us to imitate. 

Amid thoſe numerous ſecs which 
divide the Chriſtian Church, the ſo- 
ber men of all parties ſeem to agree 
in this, that the true model and pat- 


2 Eph. vi. 1, Cc. Coloſſ. iii. 20, 21. Eph. vi. 
5, Sc, Col. it, 22, Sc, Tit. ü. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 18. 
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tern of the Chriſtian Religion, with 
reſpect to faith and manners, is to 
be taken from the doctrine and 
practice of the apoſtolical Church. 
And without meddling- at preſent 
with doctrinal points (as being more 
ſubject to diſpute and controverſy) if 
we take a view of the manners and 
behaviour of the primitive Chriſtians, 
as they are deſcribed in the Ads and 

the Epiſtles, we may draw ſuch. a 
portraiture of that et and pureſt 
Church, as will at once raviſh us 
with delight and admiration at the 
ſight of. its beauties and perfections, 
and ſtrike us with ſhame and confu- 
ſion, when we find how much we 
are degenerated from the virtues of 
our forefathers. ' It is therefore very 
proper frequently to repreſent. to our- 
ſelves and others the pattern and 
faſhion of this houſe of God, as it is 
delineated by the ma/ter-builders there- 
of, that we may all be aſhamed of 
what we. have done, and of our ini- 
guities and deviations from it ©. 

* Ezek, xliii. 10, 11, 
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We cannot look upon thoſe writ- 
ings but we ſhall every where diſ- 
cover with what joy and gladneſs, 
with what reverence and attention, 
the firſt converts received the Goſ- 
pel, not as the word of men, but as 
it wat indeed the word of God", 
and the power of God unto jalvation : 
How highly they eiteemed the mi- 
niſters and preachers of this word, 
and received them as meſſingers, or 
angels of God, and even as Chri 
Feſus*, in whoſe name they ſpake. 
From the ſame holy writings we 
may learn, how much their thoughts 
were fixed upon heavenly things; 

in the miqdſt of their employments 
= meditating upon God's word, and 
celebrating his praiſes *;, being care- 
ful to perform their private De- 
votions, at thoſe ſolemn hours of 
Prayer“, which pious men in for- 
mer times had ſet. apart for that 
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purpoſe: and laying hold of all op- 
portunities of joining in the public 
worſhip of God, in ſeaſon and out of 


ſeaſon, early in the morning *, and 


late at night*, according as they 
could aſſemble with the greateſt ſe- 
curity: and when any public cala- 


mity threatened them, imploring the 


aid of Heaven without ceaſing, and 
continuing inſtant in Prayers and Sup- 


plications night and day. 


The ſame Scriptures do abundantly 
declare how ready the firſt Chriſtians 
were, to do or ſuffer any thing 
that might promote the glory of 
God, and teſtify the ſincerity of their 


_ obedience to his laws; doing good 


with an unwearied diligence *, and 
enduring evil, not only patiently, but 
joyfully*. What unfeigned love 
they ſhowed toward all their bre- 
thren *, and with what a fervent 


2 See Acts xii. 12. and Plin. Epiſt. I. 10. ep. 97; 
Tertul. Apolog. cap. 39, Acts xx. 7, © Ibid 
Mi. 6. See Phil. i. 3, Cc. Coloſ. i. 3, Ce. 
I Thef. i. 3. 2 Theſ. i. 3. 2 Theſ. v. 4. Heb. 
x. 34. Acts xiii. 5 2. f Eph. i. 15. 1 Theſ. 
iv. 10, Heb. xiii. 1. 1 Pet. i. 22. 
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charity, even beyond their power, they 
relieved the neceſſities of thofe that 
were in want. How ſober and re- 
gular they were in their private de- 
portment', uſing the things of the 
world as thoſe that looked upon 
themſelves to be frargers bere, and 
denizens of the heavenly city *. 

The apoſtolical writings afford us 
two "undeniable proofs of the un- 
blamable lives of the firſt Chriſtians. 
The firſt is, that the Apoſtles there 
glory in the lives of their Diſciples, 
as a convincing argument of the di- 
vine grace which accompanied their 
converſion *, an argument we are 
forced now to decline : and in'the next 
place, that whoſoever among them was 
guilty of any ſcandalous behaviour, 
had a mark preſently ſet upon him *: 


Acts xi. 29. Rom xv. 26. 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 2 
Cor. viii. 2, 3. Philem. v. 7. 3 John v. 6. 
b 1 Theſ. iv. 1. 1 Pet. iv. 4. 
© "Hua! To INTE ue; i vg vT&exmy Phil. iii. 20. 
1 Cor. Vi. 11. Phil. ii. 15, 16. 1 'Thel. ii. 19, 
20. 2 Theſ. i. 4. Coloſ. i, 6. 1 John ii. 14. 

© Idem ar ſua tate teftaniur, Juſtin. M. Apol. IT. 
(rectius 1.) n. 17. and 20. Edit. Oxon. and Lactant. 
Divin. Iuſtit. 1, 3. c. 25. Tertull. Apolog. cap. 3. 
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his acquaintance firſt avoided his con- 
verſation, and then the Church turned 
him out of its communion, as a per- 
ſon unworthy of that holy ſociety *, 
They did not proſtitute Church- cen- 
ſures to baſe and ſecular ends, which 
has made them loſe all their authority 
in theſe latter ages, but they inflicted 
them for edification, and not for de- 
firudion*, with a hearty concern for 


the honour of God and the ſouls of 


men; with all the ſigns of mourning 
and ſorrow *, for him who had in- 
curred them, as one who by his fins 


had provoked God, had endangered 


| his 4 ſalvation, and had dicho 


noured that worthy name whereby. he 
was called. So offenſive was a fingle 
blemiſh in that Church, which en- 
deavoured to keep itſelf without ſpot 
or wrinkle, and fit to be the ſpouſe 
of the immaculate Lamb. 

This ſhort view of the ſtate of the 
apoſtolical Church is of itſelf ſuf- | 


| 1 Cor. v. 11, 13. 2 Thel. ii. 6, 14. | 
b 2 Cor. xiii. 10. - 
© See 1 Cor. v. 2. 2 Cor. vii, 11, 12, 21. 
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ficient to ſatisfy any conſidering man 
of the truth of that holy religion, 
which then firſt appeared in the 
world. For we find the Apoſtles 
often appealing to the experience of 
their converts, for the truth of what 
they ſay concerning the divine power, 
which accompanied their preaching: 
and it appears that thoſe firſt Chriſ- 
tians, who could with the greateſt 
eaſe trace their religion to its origi- 


nal, were moſt fully convinced of the 


truth of it, lived up to the height of 
its principles, and ſealed it with their 
death and ſufferings. 


III. A third thing very obſervable 
in the apoſtolical writings is, The 


graces and virtues of the authors of 


them which appear there ſo conſpicu- 
ouſly, and prove the perſons endued 
with ſuch extraordinary qualities, to 
be men ſent from God. 


Out of the aoundance of the heart the 


mouth ſpeaketh*, as our Saviour ob- 


ſerves. Speech is one of the ſureſt 


Matt. xii, 34. 
L 
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indications of men's inward diſpoſi- 
tions. Indeed, * hypocrites do often 
ſhow great zeal and religion, and 
pretend to all the heights and raptures 


of an inflamed devotion : but they 


cannot act a part ſo cunningly, but 
that the vizard will at ſome time or 
other drop off unawares, and they 
will diſcover a great deal of ſpiritual 
pride, or ſecular ambition, lurking 
under the ſpecious ſhow of religion 
and godlineſs. But the writings of 
the Apoſtles have all the air of an 
unaffected piety, and untainted inte- 


grity that can be imagined ; as of fin- 


cerity, as of God, in the fight of God 


Speak they in Cbriſt; they ſpeak as 


thoſe that believed temlees, and 
were thoroughly convinced of the 


truth and great importance of the 
things they deliver. 


We cannot look into the hiſtory 


of their As, or their Epiſtles, but 
we may every where obſerve remark- 


able inſtances of their conſtancy 


* 2 Cor. ii. 17. 
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and patience in ſuffering for the 
teſtimony of the Goſpel ; of their 
unwearied labours in publiſhing it ; 
of their hearty concern for the 
good ſucceſs of their miniſtry; of 
their renouncing all ſelf-intereſt and 
worldly confiderations, and ſeeking 
nothing but the honour of God, and 
the good of men's ſouls. © There is 


ſet before our eyes their work of 
= 7a:th, their labour of love, their pa- 


tence of hope, their unaffected con- 
tempt of the world, their zeal for 
the advancement of Chriſt's king- 
dom, and in general how they make 
it their chief aim to approve them- 
ſelves. to God, 70 finiſh their courſe 
awith joy, and faithfully ta diſcharge 
the miniſtry they had received from the 


Lord Jeſus. Theſe characters carry 
their own evidence along with them, 


and are of far greater force than all 
the. enticing words of man's wiſdom. 
They are a demonſtration of that holy 
Spirit which influenced the ſpeakers, 
and muſt needs fink deep into the 
minds of all attentive hearers. 

L 2 
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But it may not be amiſs to take a 
more particular view of the virtues and 
graces which appear ſo eminently in 
the writings of the Apoſtles. 

And firſt we will conſider the evi- 
dent marks we find there of their 
ſnecere piety toward God. 

Nothing but a hearty ſenſe of 
their duty to God, and a deſire to 
approve themſelves to him, could 
have engaged them in ſo difficult an 
undertaking as that of publiſhing 
the Goſpel, and ſtanding up in the 
defence and conformation of it, ben 
it was every where ſpoken againſt, A 
great part of the world became their 
enemies, | becauſe they told them that 
truth, which they had no mind to 
hear ; and had not ſo much civility 
as to thank them for their good 
intentions, and to take the good 
advice, which they offered, kindly 
at their hands. Our Saviour fore- 
warned them, that in the world 
they muſt: expett  tribulations*, and 


: 


« John. xvi. 33. 
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the event juſtified the truth of the 
prediction. So that they could have 
no reaſonable inducement to under- 
take a work attended with ſo much 
trouble and difficulty, but only a 
nearty zeal for the glory of God, 
whoſe they were, and whom they 
ſerved in the Goſpel of bis Son. As 
we were allowed of God to be put in 
truſt with the Goſpel, ſaith St. Paul, 
% we ſpeak not as pleaſing men, but 
God, who ſearcheth the hearts“. 

| Secondly, the Apoſtles charity to 
| the ſouls of men, and their hearty 
concern for their ſalvation, doth m 
the next place offer itſelſ to our con- 

eration. 

They had no greater joy than to hear, 
that their children in Chriſt walked in 
the Wuth, as St. John teſtifies ©. 
Now we live, faith St. Paul to the 
Theſſalonians, if ye fland faſt in the 
Lord*. In like manner, nothing 


i affected them with ſo much grief 


Acts xxvii. 23. Rom. i. 9. © 1 Theſ. 
1. 4 4 3 John V. 4+ e 1 Theſ. iii. 8. See chap. 
Il. 19, 20. d ö 
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and ſadneſs, as when they under- 


ſtood, that any of their converts, 
had brought a ſcandal upon his holy 
profciſion by his evil behaviour. Vo 


i deal, ſaith the Apoſtle, and I am 


not weak ; who is offended, and I burn 


not ? That which comes upon me 
daily, adds he in the ſame place, 15 


the care of all the Churches, and my 


concern for their ſpiritual welfare. 


This made him ſo diligent to avoid 
giving any occaſion of offence, leſt the 
miniſiry itſelf” ſhould be blamed for his 
ſake: this made him preach the 
Geſpel freely, and wave that right 


which he had of demanding main- 


tenance from thoſe to whom he 


4 Rees it, and choſe to /uffer any 


ardſhips, rather than hinder the 
Goſpel of Chri/t, or ſtop the prggreſs 
of it“; this made him not only 
labour without ceaſing in the work 
of the Goſpel, that by all means he 
might ſave ſome ; but likewiſe rejoice 


© 2 Cor. xi. 28, 29. - d 2 Cor. vi. 3. 2 Cor. 
xi. 7. à 1 Cor. ix. 12, 13, 14. See 1 Theſ. ii. 
6, 7, 8, 9. 
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in his ſufferings for the ſake of it, 
when he found that they were fer- 
viceable to ſo noble an end, as that 
of the falvation of men. I endure all 
things, faith he, for the Elects ſake, 
that they may obtain the ſalvation 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal 
glory. And no wonder that his 
charity was ſo fervent toward his 
Converts, his children in Chriſt, as he 
often ſtyles them *, when he could 
find in his heart to be accurſed from 
Chri/t for the ſake of the Tews 
his fleſhly brethren. Such an ex- 
preſſion of charity as We ſcarce dare 
venture to interpret, and which as 
much exceeds our comprehenſion as 
it is above our imitation! If we 
would give an exact idea of an evan- 
geligal paſtor, and the concern he 
ought to have for the ſouls commit- 
teck to his charge, we cannot do it 
in more ſignificant words than thoſe 


of St. Paul in the ſecond Ep 4 to 


2 Tim. ii. 9. 1 Cor. iv. 15. Gal. iv. 19. 
Philem. v. 10. © Rom, ix. z. 
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the Corintbians, chap. vi. from the 
beginning to the 11th verſe: and in 
the jr/t Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
chap. ii. from verſe 1 to. 14; both 
which places contain a deſcription 
of his own and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles behaviour in that weighty 
ofhce, and are a pattern for all that 
Hall ſucceed them in that employ- 
ment. 
Thirdly, Let us take a ſhort view 
of the Apoſtles /incere and unaſfected 
contempt of the world, as it appears 
every where in their writings, 
Indeed they met with ſo much 
hard uſage in the diſcharge of their 
office, as would ' have diſcouraged 
any men that had the leaſt regard 
for the honours, the profits, or the 
pleaſures of the world : but their 
minds were above ſuch low conſi- 
derations. Hear St. Paul's atteſtation 
for himſelf and his brethren *: our 
exhortation was not of deceit, nor of” 
uncleanneſs, nor in guile; neither at 


3 x Thel, ii, 3, 5, 6. 
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any time uſed we flattering words, as ye 
know ; nor a cloak of covetouſneſs, God 
is witneſs ; nor of men ſought we glory. 
When the men of Lycaonia would 
have offered facrifice to him and Bar- 
nabas, we find them renting their 
clothes with the greateſt indignation, 
and crying out *, Sirs! Why do ye 
theſe things? We are men of like paſ= 
ions and infirmities with yourſelves. 

It is confeſſed, that there have 
been thoſe who have tacrificed their 
eaſe, intereſt, and even life itſelf, to 
vainglory : but if we ſuppoſe this 
to have been the ruling principle in 
the minds of the Apoſtles, it was cer- 
tainly the moſt unaccountable vanity 
that ever was heard of, and ſuch as 
ated moſt in contradiction to itſelf. 
For . they that were ſuppoſed to be 
governed by it, voluntarily choſe po- 
verty, reproach, and ſufferings, things 
which naturally bring contempt up- 
on men in the eyes of the world, and 
which none, if in their ſenſes, can 


* Atts xiv. 15, 
Ls 
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make matter of choice, but upon a 
principle of conſcience; and at the 
ſame time diſclaimed all worth and 
merit in themſelves, and took all oc 
caſions to magnify the grace of God 
beſtowed upon ſuch great ſinners as 
they profeis themſelves to be. 
The chief deſign of all their wri- 
tings is to exalt God, and to humble 
man: they often expreſs their de- 
fire, that in all things God may be 
glorified, from whom they acknow- 
ledge every good and perfect gift to 
proceed, and to whom they judge it 
moſt fit, that all honour and praiſe 
ſhould be returned. | 

Lajily, I ſhall briefly conſider that 
conſtancy and patience in ſuffering for 
the truth's jake, of which there, are 
ſo many eminent inſtances in the 
writings of the Apoſtles. 

Not to mention any more particu- 
lars, which every one's. reading may 
ſuggeſt to him, let us hear the cata- 
logue which St. Paul gives us of 
the perſecutions he endured*; in 


® 2 Cor. xi. 23, Cc. 
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labours more abundant, in ſtripes 
above meaſure, in priſons more fre- 
quent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews froe 


times received I forty ſtripes, ſave 
one: thrice was 1 beaten with rode, 


once was I floned: thrice I ſuffered 
ſhipwreck; a night and a day'1 
have been in the deep. In journeying 
often, in perils of waters, in perus of 
rovbers, in perils by my 0wn- country- 
men, in pers by the heat hen, in perils 
in the city, in perils in the wilderneſe, 
in perils in the ſea, in perils among 
Jalſe brethren. In wearineſs and pain- 
Julneſs, in watchmgs often, in hunger 
and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold 


and nakeaneſs. 
Nothing could have ſupported men 


under ſuch continual hardſhips and 
dangers, but a good caule and a good 
conſcience ; and theſe two comforts 
made them endure afflictions not 
only patiently, but joyfully. And 
there cannot be a more convincing 
argument, either of men's ſincerity, 
or of the divine aſſiſtance attending 
them, than to ſee perſons of a cool 
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_ reaſon and ſettled judgement, triumph 


over the fears of death, and lay down 


their lives in teſtimony unto the 
truth. 


Thus J have briefly ſurveyed thoſe - 
eminent characters of piety and vir- 
tue, which ſo ſignally appear in the 
writings of the Apoſtles, and are 
both an evident proof of that divine 
ſpirit which influenced their pens, 
and a glorious pattern for us to imi- 
tate. The inſtances I have pitched 
upon, are chiefly taken out of the 
Epiſtles of St. Pau/. But becauſe it 
may be pretended that he had the 
aſſiſtance of human learning, where- 
by his mind was enlarged; and im- 
proved, we will take a ſhort view of 
the writings of the other Apoſtles, 
who cannot be faid to have had the 
advantages of a learned education. 
And here it is eaſy to obſerve what 
an affectionate (train of piety runs 
through the Epiſtles of St. Peter, 
how much edification and inſtruction 


is conveyed to us in the humble 


plainneſs of St. James. But that 
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which more eſpecially offers itſelf to 
our admiration, is that noble ſimpli- 
city of ſtyle and expreſſion, which is 
ſo remarkable in the writings of St. 
Jobn. With what a native grandeur 
and majeſty does he ſet forth the moſt _ 
elevated thoughts and ſublimeſt 
myſteries, in plain and inartificial 
words*? God, who diſtributes his 
graces and gifts ſeverally as he pleaſes, 
ſeems to have given to St. John a 
peculiar infight into the myſteries of 
the divine love. He was Chriſt's be- 
loved Diſciple ; he lay in his boſom; 
from which the love of God was 
transfuſed, and as it were breathed 
into his holy breaſt. His ſoul was 
touched with a deep and lively ſenſe 
of it: his thoughts were big with 
that noble argument: he takes a 
particular delight in enlarging upon 
it, and he treats of it in. a plain and 
inartificial ſtyle ; but yet with ſuch. 
a lofty eloquence, -as is above the 
rules of human art, and can only 


3 See the beginning of lis Goſpel and fin Eeilli, 
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be aſcribed to the influence of that 
holy Spirit which gave him utter- 
ance. | 

How dry and inſipid are the witty 
ſayings, and the ſtudied periods of 
the philoſophers, when compared 
with the words / eternal life, which 
theſe holy men ſpake? The foun- 
dation of the religion which they 
preach, is ſolid, and not to be ſhaken ; 
they deliver nothing upon that ſub- 
ject, but what they have ſeen and 
heard : and matters of fact are not ſo 
eaſily attacked by ſophiſtry, as points 
of ſpeculation. - The arguments they 
propound to convince men, are firm 
and ſolid: the motives they uſe to 

erſuade them, are weighty and pow- 
etrful; the beſt ee dee muſt 
pield to the ſtrength of them, and 

the meaneſt are capable of apprehend- 
ing the force of tbem. And how 
1 muſt the heart of every attentive rea- 
J der burn within him, when he ſees 
WM theſe holy writers untold the myſte- 
"ries of the Goſpel, and diſcover the 
whole counſel of God, not in 7he g 
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words which man's wiſdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Gbeſt teacheth ? 


Who can forbear crying out, Whence 


*have theſe men ſuch mighty gifts, and 
what wiſdom is this that is given to 
them; that unlearned and ignorant 
men ſhbuld confound the wiſdom of 
the w:ſe, and baffle the ſubtilty of he 
 diſputers of this world? | 

To conclude this chapter : the 
virtues and graces which ſhine forth 
in every part of the apoſtolical wri- 
tings, are alone a demonſtration that 
the doctrine which they taught came 
from God, the fountain of truth and 
holineſs: for certainly the Father of 
lies would never pitch upon ſuch per- 
ſons to carry on a contrivance of 
fraud and falſehood. Either make the 
tree good, and its fruit good; or elſe 
make the tree corrupt, and its fruit 
corrupt ; for the tree 1s known by its 
Fruit *: as our Saviour unanſwerably 

a O. lb. T3414 Nirgs, TH Ow Tg» lata, 
a hg © Adr B70, Kath © ala h ix, Kei; 
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argues. And St. Paul reaſons to the 
ſame purpoſe, What fellowſhip can 
righteouſneſs have with unrighteouſneſs ; 
or what communion can light have with 
darkneſs * As little concord hath Chriſt 
with Belial. And to fay that Perſons 
of ſuch holineſs and integrity as him- 
felf and his Apoſtles undeniably ap- 
pear to have been, ſhould either make 
or advance a lie, is to ſuppoſe one of 
theſe two things; either that God 
| Almighty ſhould be aſſiſting in ſet- 
ting up the Devil's kingdom, or that 
Satan ſhould join a helping hand to 
pull down his own. 


2 Cor. vi. 14. 
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CHAPTER X: 


The Advantages of Revelation above 
natural Light, or any Syſtem of 
the Law of Nature. 


ALTHOUGH we have juſt rea- 
on to prefer revelation before the 
bare light of nature, as may eaſily 
appear from what has been hitherto 
. obſerved, and from a great deal more 
that might be added upon ſo copious 
a ſubject; yet I would not have any 
thing I have faid miſconſtrued, as if 
it were ſpoken in derogation to na- 
tural religion. For I readily acknow- 
ledge, that all revelation ſuppoſes the 
truth of the principles of natural re- 
ligion, and nothing is to be received 
as ſuch, which evidently contradicts 
or overthrows thoſe principles. So 
we are to look upon natural religion, 
as the foundation, and revelation as 


the ſuperſtructure, and which adds 


oe 


the laſt and finiſhing ſtroke to the 


whole work. 

And in my judgement this one 
conſideration is ſufficient to recom- 
mend the Scripture Revelation to every 
impartial reader, namely, That it not 
only ſuppoſes and builds upon the re- 


_ ceived principles of natural religion, 


concerning the being and providence 
of God, and the rewards and puniſh- 
ments of a future ſtate ; but likewiſe 
improves and enforces them, by 
placing them in a better light, and 
giving us greater evidence for them, 
than bare reaſon could ſuggeſt. 

But alas ! there are too many now- 
adays that fancy God might have 
ſaved all this trouble, that revelation 
is a clog to religion inſtead of a help: 
they are of opinion that the Jaw of 
nature is a ſufficient rule for prac- 
tice; and the intimations of another 
life, and the general notices of God's 
mercy, which reaſon offers to us, 
are as good a ſecurity for men's ſal- 
vation as they need deſire. Thus do 


ungrateful men requite God for his 
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mercies; and this is all the return 
they think fit to make to him for 
thoſe wonderful expreſſions of his 
love, in ſending his Son into the world, 


_ that we might live through him. 


To convince men of their folly 


as well as their ingratitude, I ſhall 


briefly conſider the great advantages 
of revelation above the bare light of na- 


ure, or any ſyſtem of natural religion; 


and that upon three accounts, 

I. Becauſe revelation explains our 
duty more fully and diſtiuctly. 
2. It enforces our duty by a more 


commanding authority. 


3. The arguments it makes uſe of 
to that purpoſe, are more powerful 
and perſuaſive; and likewiſe more po- 


pular and better fuited to common 


C apac lies. 


1. Revelation explains our duty more 
fully and diſtinctly; that is, it gives 
us a more diſtinct account of the 
ſeveral branches of our duty, and 
explains the due extent of each par- 
ticular branch. | 
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There is no queſtion but the /aws 
of nature are God's laws, who is the 
author of nature, and that their obli- 
gation is enforced upon men by na- 
tural ſanctions; but yet the authority 
of each particular branch of them 1s 
4 not ſo clear and indiſputable, as to be 
4 obvious to every capacity. And this 
uncertainty gives a pretence to 'men 
to judge for themſelves, how far the 
obligation of natural duty extends, 
and no doubt but they will find out 
ſome favorable exception for their 
own darling luſts and vices. Upon 
this account, conſidering the great 
degeneracy of the world, the law of 
nature is too uncertain a rule for 
men to ſquare their lives by. And 
indeed here lies that myſtery of ini- 
quity, which is now working under 
1 the pretence of Deiſin, or the main- 
; taining natural religion in oppoſition 
| to revelation; namely, that men 
13 - would fai have a religion of their 
own making, and be obliged by the 
laws of God no further than they like 
them. So that there is abſolute need 
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of a ſuperior authority to overrule the 
cavilling wits of men *, and filence 
thoſe objections which men's luſts 
will be induſtrious to raiſe againſt 
ſuch parts of their duty, which they 
are unwilling to- be reſtrained by. 
And fince eternal life is the free 
gift of God, it muſt needs be the 
moſt certain and ſatisfactory way for 
God himſelf to declare his mind con- 
cerning it, and the means whereby 
it may be obtained. | | 

„If we be ſent to read the laws 
of nature in the tables of our own 
hearts (faith our excellent Biſho 
Taylor) where ſome things are dit. 
ordered by paſſion, many more are 
written by intereſt; ſome are indited 
by cuſtom, and others imprinted by 
education; and among ſeveral men 
theſe are the authors of contrary in- 
ſeriptions: I fay, if we have no bet- 
ter director than this, whereby to 


Docemur non infinitis concertationumaque plenis dif- 


 putationibus, ſed authoritate Legum domitas habere 


cibidines, &c. Cic. de Orat. lib. 1. 
> Dutt. dubitant, I. 2. c. 2. Rule 7. u. 15, &c. 
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ſquare our actions, we ſhall find our- 
ſelves at a loſs for the managing our 
behaviour in ſome of the weightieſt 
concerns of life.” | 
They that contend for the ſuffici- 
ency of natural religion in oppoſi- 
tion to revelation, or the written 
word of God, do not confider how 
much revelation hath contributed to 
clear up men's minds, and give them 
more diſtinct apprehenſions of natu- 
ral truths than the world had before. 
When a new diſcovery is made, we 
find moſt people flatter themſelves ſo 
far, as to fancy that they could have 
hit upon the very ſame thing, if they 
had but given their minds to it. 
The ſame prejudice lies in the caſe 
before us: the word of God hath 
placed the principles of natural re- 
ligion in their true light; and when 
truth is once made plain and evi- 
dent, it ſeems to be ſo eaſy and ob- 
vious, that every body fancies he 
knew as much before. But whoever 
conſiders, how much the wiſeſt and 

beſt philoſophers were at a loſs when 
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they undertook to ſettle the great 
foundations of religion, and the prin- 
cipal branches of moral duty, may 
be eafily convinced, that reaſon is 
but a blind guide in heavenly things, 
even to thoſe who had made the 
beſt improvement of their natural 
talent. 

- I hall illuſtrate this* matter by 
inſtancing in a few particulars. 

The laws of purity of heart, of 
loving our enemies, and overcoming 
evil with good; theſe and ſeveral 
other ſublime duties are expreſely 
commended, and if I may ſo ſpeak, 
enacted under the Goſpel. But al- 
though moſt of them have been re- 
commended as highly reaſonable by 
the wiſeſt Heathens, yet they never 
could obtain the force and eſtimation 


of laws in the world, until the word 


of God reinforced their obligation. 
Which one conſideration is an unde- 
niable proof that the corruption of 
human nature, and that degeneracy 
of manners which overſpread the 


world before the times of the Goſpel, 
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had fo far obſcured the laws of nature, 
that there was need of teachers ſent 
from God to inſtruct mankind in 
ſome parts of their duty, which 
might indeed have been - diſcovered 
by the light of reaſon, when it was 
in its primitive perfection, but was 
in a great meaſure defaced and ob- 
literated by falſe principles and cor- 
rupt cuſtoms. 

St. Paul ſpeaking of himſelf, while 
he was under the Jeuiſb diſpenſation, 
tells us, that he had not known luſt 
fo be a fin, unleſs the law had ſaid, 
in expreſs words, hon ſhalt not covet.) 
Without doubt, if he had narrowly 
conſulted his own reaſon, that would 
have informed him, that we ought 
to obey God with the whole man, 
and are bound to . ſerve him with 
all the faculties both of our ſoul and 
body; and conſequently that the 
irregular motions of the mind and 
thoughts were properly fins, as being 
breaches of that entire obedience 


a Rom, vii. 7. 


( 241 ] 
which is due to God almighty. But 
the Apoſtle's meaning is this, that his 
own natural corruption, joined with 
the prejudices of his edugation, 
which was among the Pharyſees ", 
and confirmed by the falſe notions of 
good and evil, which ran current in 
the world, had ſo far blinded his 
Judgement, as to make him overlook. 
ſo conſiderable a part of his duty, 
and nothing but the expreſs com- 
mands of the law could have recti- 
fied his miſtake in this matter. 

And if the laws of Maſes were ſo 
inſtrumental in clearing up the 
due meaning and extent of the law 
of nature, certainly the laws of Chriſt 
are much more uſeful to that pur- 
pole; ſo that both together may 
juſtly be eſteemed the moſt perfect 
rule of life the world was ever yet 
acquainted with, and abundantly 
ſuthcient to render us Zhoroughly 
furmſhed unto every good work. 


* To fre ru 79117%: fg Bye! oawem us g Tyne 
gia dc, inquit opus de Anticcho, Antiq. I. 12. 
6. 33. ; 
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things? It 7s no good repor 
Bear of you: 
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2. A fecond advantage which Re- 


_ velation hath above the unwritten 


law of nature, is, bat it ſpeaks to us 
with 4 more commanding authority. 
The law of reaſon is_indeed the 
voice of God within us. But yet it 
is but a „ill ſinall voice, and ſuch as is 
ſcarce heeded, but by a liſtening and 
attentive ear: nor is it of ſufficient 
authority to reform mankind, con- 
ſidering with how much violence 
men's luſts and paſſions make head 
againſt it. Reaſon can exerciſe but a 
feeble authority over ſuch rebellious 
ſubjects: it can only admoniſh them, 
as old Eli did his profligate Sons, 
and ſay to them, why do ye ſuch 
t that J 
and in both caſes you 
ſhall find the reproof to oe equally 


. deſpiſed. + 


How faint are the k. 0" of 
philoſophers, when applied do the 
correction of obſtinate offenders? to 
tell ſuch perſons that they act in 
contradiction to their reaſon, and 
below the dignity of their nature, is 


E 


to make them accountable only to 
themſelves, and they will eaſily find 
ways to diſcharge themſelves from 
ſuch feeble obligations. What fin- 
ner would not rather part with a fine 
notion, than deny himſelf the ſatiſ- 
faction of his luſts and pleaſures? It 
is in vain to think to reform the 
world by any rules or precepts, but 
ſuch as are enforced by the authority 
of God, that ſupreme laugiver, who 
es able both ta ſave and to deſtroy ; 
who hath the power of eternal life 
and death in his hands, and can 
make the moſt daring finner tremble 
at his word. 

* Accordingly our Saviour, who 
was the brightneſs of his Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of bis 
perſon, ſpake with authority, as his 
hearers "themſelves confeſſed. He 
delivered his precepts with the plain- 
neſs and majeſty of a lawgiver, not 


Quanta oft prudeniia hominis ad demonſirandum . 
num, quanta aut boritas ad exigendum : tam illa fallt 

faci'is, quam iſta contemni, Tertull. Apol. c. 45+ 
> Matt. vii. 29. | 
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with the niceneſs and ſubtilty of a 
philoſopher. , His words were ſpirit, 
and they vere hfe ; they pierced into 
the ſoul and conſcience, and laid 
open the innermoſt receſſes of the - 
heart ; and in his diſcourſes we find 
the majeſty of a God joined with 
the gentleneſs of a friend, and the 
kindneſs of a brother. 

In like manner if we conſult the 
writings of the Apoſtles, with what 
authority do they teach ? with what 

majeſty do they command? with 
what ſeverity do they rebuke? with 
what tender concern do they chaſtiſe? 
and with what weighty arguments do 
they perſuade all Chriſtians to adorn 
. the doctrine of God ther Saviour in 
all things. 
. A third advantage which Reve- 
lation hath above the light of nature, 
conſiſts in this, that the arguments it 


makes uſe of to explain and enforce our 


duty, are more powerful aud perſuaſive, 
and withal more popular, and better 
| ſuited to common capacities, 
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Our Saviour by taking our nature 
upon him, hath brought heaven down 
to us, and given us an aſſurance of 
its promiſes in ſuch a way as lies moſt 
level to our capacities, and works 
moſt forcibly upon our affections. 
The revealing of the deep things of 
God in ſuch a familiar and ſenſible 
manner as the Goſpel doth, carries a 
mighty and convincing evidence a- 
long with it, as St. John ſets forth 
in very emphatical expreſſions, at the 
beginning of his firit epy#le: That 
which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have ſeen 
with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our bands have handled of 
'the word of life: for the life was 
manif+ ofeſted, a we have ſeen it, and 
bear witn 94 and ſhow unto you that 
eternal We which was with the Father, 
and was manifeſted unto us. That 
which we have ſeen and beard, declare 
de unto you. 
If we will allow the principles of 
Natural Religion all the force and 
evidence that can reaſonably be de- 


„ 
fired, yet it is certain they are but of 
little uſe to perſons of ordinary ca- 
pacities', who before the Revela- 
tion of the Goſpel, were rather 
governed by the general inſtincts of 
natural conſcience, and the autho- 
rity of human laws and cuſtoms, 
than by the dictates of reaſon metho- 
dically deduced from clear and ſelf- 
evident principles. The arguments 
which philoſophers made uſe of to 
prove the immortality of the ſoul, 
and a future ſtate, were too nice 
and metaphyſical to be apprehended 
by vulgar underſtandings: and in 
order to make out a perfect fyſtem 
of the laws of nature, men muſt 
attend to a long train of propofitions, 
and be able to diſcover how one de- 
pends upon another. - 
- Whereas in the holy Ar. 
- Inſtead of the uncertain dictates of a 
natural law, too often obſcured by 
paſſion, and depraved by ill cuſtom, 
we have the Will of God made 


See 1 Cor. i, 21. 


1 247 J 

known to us by his Son, who was in 
the boſom of bit Fatber, intimately ac- 
quainted with all his counſels and 
purpoſes, and was pleated to come , 
down from heaven, that he might 
ſhow us the way thither.  _ 

Inſtead of a general hope in God's 
mercies (which thoſe have little rea- 
fon to rely upon, who deſpiſe the 
gracious offers of mercy tendered to 
them by the Goſpel) we have the 
pardon of our ſins ſealed to us in the 
blood of the new covenant. . 

Inſtead of the obſcure notices of 

a future ſtate which reaſon offers, 

we have life and immortality brought 
to light by him, who is the fir/t-born 
from the dead*, and the firſt fruits 
of them that fleeþp*: who died 
that he might deſtroy, death, and 
free us from the dominion of it*, 
and roſe again to aſſure us of a life 
after death, and convince us that he 
had all power given him by God to 
beſtow eternal life upon as many as 


« Coloſ. i. 18. Þ 1 Cor. xv. 20. 0 Heb. ii. 14 15. 
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were duly qualified for it. Our 
Saviour's viſible aſcenſion into hea- 
ven was a lively and ſenſible inſtance 
of the rewards of another world: 
and it is matter of unſpeakable com- 
fort to all good Chriſtians, to con- 
ſider that he is gone into heaven, 
as our forerunner, to prepare a place 
r us *, in thoſe manſions of bliſs, 
where he fits at God's right hand, 
and makes interceſſion for us, as a 
merciful and faithful high prieſt, who 
is both able and willing to _/uccour 
them that are tempted, being 
touched with a compaſſionate ſenſe 
of the weakneſſes and frailties of hu- 
man nature; foraſmuch 2, in tbe 
days of bis fleſh he himſelf, was com- 
paſſed about with the fame infirmi- 
ties, and was in all points tempted 
like as wwe are. All which confi- 
derations give us all imaginable aſſu- 
Tance, that if we be not wanting to 

© John xvii. 2. Rom. xiv. 9. See 1 Cor. i. 21, 

* John xiv. 2. Heb. . 20. 
© Heb. ü. 17, 18. 


4 Eopralioo nu 71-T1y acberiicn Th, oxgzo; re- 


wala; ixt icacas. Clem. Alex. Pædagog. I. 1. C. 8. 
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ourſelves, nothing will be able to ſepa- 
rate us from the love of God, in Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. 
The ſacred writers never ſpeak up- 
on this ſubject, but in a triumphant 
ſtyle, and in a holy rapture of ſpiri- 
tual joy. I is Chrift, that died, faith 
St. Paul”, yea, rather that 1s riſen 
again, who is. even at the right hand 
of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for 
us; and in all our adverſities we ſhall 
be more than conguerors through him 
that loved us. When Chriſt who is our 
life ſhall appear, we ſhall appear: with 
him in glory, ſaith the ſame Apoſ- 
tle*. To the fame purpoſe are thoſe 
admirable words of St. Peter, 
" whom not ſeeing ye love, in whom, 
though now ye ſee him not, yet believ- 
ing, ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable and 
Full of glory. All which expreſſions, 
ſo full of heavenly comfort, are 
| E upon the words of Chriſt 
imſelf, recorded by St. Jobn, be- 


Rom. viii. 39. d Ibid. v. 34+ 
enn ll, 3. 41 Pet. i. 8, 
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cauſe I live, ye ſball live alſo*: 
and again, at the beginning of the 
Revelation, where our Saviour ap- 
pearing to St. Tohn ſupports and» 
confirms his faith by thoſe remark- 
able worde, fear not, I am the fir 
and the loft: I am he that liveth and 
was dead, and behold J am alive for 
evermore, and have the feys of bell 

and of death. 45 | 
What arguments can reaſon ſug- 
_ geſt to us of God's love toward 
mankind, which are comparable to 
_ thoſe that are taken from this con- 
ſideration, that he hath given us 
bis Son? The greateſt gift that 
he was able to beſtow, or we capa- 
ble of receiving, Or what motives 
of obedience can be ſo forcible, as 
thoſe which our Saviour's wonderful 
love and kindneſs, his amazing hu- 
mility and condeſcenſion furniſh us 
with? When we reflect upon all 
that he has done and ſuffered for 
us, the obligations he hath laid 


John xiv, 19. Þ Chap. i. 17, 18, John iii. 16, 


A 

upon us, and the right that he hath 
to our ſervice, as having purchaſed 
us with the price of his blood. 
What a powerful perſuaſive to obe- 
dience do thoſe words of Chriſt con- 
tain in them, As my Father hath 
loved me, ſo have I loved you; con- 
tinue ye in my love: if ye keep my 
commandments, ye ſhall abide in my 
love. To refle&t upon his love con- 
ſtraining us, -gratitude obliging us, 

redemption engaging us to be his 
ſervants, doth without queſtion afford 
the ſtrongeſt comforts againſt our 
fears, the greateſt encouragement to 
the performance of our duty, and 
the moſt powerful preſervative in the 
time of temptation, that can be de- 
fired. 3 | 
And do theſe confolations of God 
feem ſmall unto us? or is there any 
ſecret method of obtaining heaven 
and happineſs, which hath been 
luckily found out by the wits of the 
ps gſent age, as much inferior to their 


* John xv. 95 10. 


* 
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Beat ben predeceſſors in parts, as they 
are in ingenuity, after it had lain hid 
ſo long, and was undiſcovered by all 
the eminent ſages of the gentile 
world? Who miſerably groped like 


the blind in their ſearch after hea- 
venly truth, and wiſhed for a better 


guide than they found their own 
reaſon to be, to direct them in the 
untrodden paths of pure and unde- 


filed religion. 


So great is our natural blindneſs 
in things relating to God, ſo great is 
the averſeneſs of our wills to the 
ſpiritual exerciſes of Religion, that 


all the helps both of nature and 


grace are little enough-to enable us 


* Utinam tam facile vera invenire poſſem, a 
falſa convincere : Cic. lib. 1. de Nat. Deor. | 
is a remarkable paſſage to the ſame Purpoſe in 
Plato's Phædo, cap. 23. where ſpeaking of the 
inquiries of reaſon, concerning a future ſtate, he 
compares its aſſiſtance to a boat or veſſel that 


carries us through the waves of this trouble- 


ſome world, and then adds this further reflection: 
Ei 9 Tis rare aoParisiger x4 Ex1>0yvoTYo» ir; 
Bicarorigy x vos, » . QEIOY AOTOY Tiwos Na- 
rege, O: unleſs a man can have a ſafer and 


ſecurer paſſage by the help of ſome ſtronger veſſel, 


or a Divine Revelation. 
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rightly to diſcharge our duty *, 
Surely then God's mercy ought to 
be thankfully acknowledged if he 
vouchſafes us greater meaſures or 
ſtrength and knowledge in order to 
this end, than the bare light and 

wers of nature can furniſh us 
with. And it is a great argument 
both of his wiſdom and goodneſs, 
that when fin had ſo much abounded 
in the world, grace ſhould much more 
abound. 


2 Ecce adhuc tepeſcimus, auditis tot fignis tuis 
et doctrinis: quid fieret, fi tantum lumen ad te ſe- 
: ndum non haberemus ? Kempis Je imit. Chriſti, 
. 3. c. 18. 
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CONCLUSION. 


* 


FOR a concluſion to the whole, 
I ſhall give the reader a general vie 
of the reaſons which prove the Scrip- 
tures to be the word of God; all 
which joined together will amount 
to the force of a demonſtration. 

In ſhort then ; this book contains 
the moſt ancient records which are 
extant in the world, and informs us 
of the moſt remarkable occurrences 
that ever happened in it. It gives us 
an account of the beginning of the 
world, and affords us a proſpect unto 
the end of it: nay, it leads us be- 
yond it, and ſhows us the way to 
a better, that neu heaven, and new 
earth, wherem dwelleth righteouſneſs. 

Theſe holy writings are the only 
means of coming to the knowledge 


of God and of ourlelves : they * 


[. wy} 
an intercourſe between heaven and 
earth, by the account they give us of 


the ſeveral tranſactions between God 


and man, eſpecially the wonderful 
contrivance of man's redemption, 
and that gracious covenant made 
with him by God in Chriſt. 
The Bible inſtructs us in ſuch 
ſublime truths, as are ſufficient to 
raiſe admiration in the greateſt un- 
derſtandings, and yet delivers them 
in ſuch plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
expreſſion, as is proper at once to 
inform, and to affect the meaneſt 
capacities. It lays down the moſt 
rfect rules and directions for all 
ſtates and conditions of life, and offers 
the moſt powerful motives to per- 
ſuade men to practiſe accordingly. 


Although the ſeveral books of it 


were written in diſtant ages, by per- 
ſons of different qualities, conditions, 
and intereſts, with great variety both 
of matter and manner of expreſſion ; 
yet they all agree in teaching the fame 


fundamental truths, and promoting 


—  - 2 » = . 
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one and the ſame excellent deſign, - 
namely, the glory of God, and the 
eternal happineſs of men. The ſeve- 
ral parts of holy Writ do likewiſe 
corroborate each other's teſtimony ; 
what one part promiſes, the other 
performs ; what is 3 in the 
Old Teſlament, we find accompliſhed 
in the New. 

Thus far the holy Scriptures car- 

their own evidence along with 
them. But if we proceed to examine 
the external proofs of their divine 
authority, we ſhall find _ ourſelves 
encompaſſed with a whole cloud of 
witneſſes. 

Theſe holy books have ſtood the 
teſt of the — inquiſitive men in all 
ages, and bore up againſt the injuries 
of time itſelf, that devours all things. 
| Jews and Gentiles, as well as Cr. 
tians, have ſome way or other given 
teſtimony to their truth. The Hea- 
bens never durſt call in queſtion the 
principal miracles therein related, 
which are the credentials of its divine 


l 

authority, and the /ea/ which God 
hath ſet to this his / and teſtament. 
The oldeſt monuments of the hea- 
then ſtory, and all their ancient 
theology 1 is derived from the Scrip- 
tures *, though diſguiſed with fables 
for the confirming of their own ſu- 

perſtitions and idolatries. 

The Jeus are zealous aſſerters of 
the authority of thoſe very prophe- 
cies, which bear witneſs to that 
Chriſt, whom they themſelves refuſe 
to acknowledge, 

The Chriſtians of all ages, a great 
and venerable body of men, have re- 
verenced theſe books as the oracles of- 
heaven. No body ever thoroughly 
ſearched into them, and lived up to 
their directions, that ever found cauſe 
to repent them of their pains. On 
the contrary, the wiſeſt and beſt 
of men, the more they have ſtudied 
them, the more cauſe they have 


See this fully proved by the learned Huetius, 
his Quæſtiones 8 et Demonſtrat. GT 


Pro. 4+ cap. 3, &e. 
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found to admire them, and ſtill the 
greater comfort and fatisfaftion they 
have felt, by being devoutly exer- 
ciſed in them. f 

To conclude: if this book every 
way anſwers all the ends of Revela- 
tion, if it propoſes ſuitable remedies 
to all the defects of human nature, 
if it ſets forth natural truths in their 
proper light, and diſcovers ſuper- 
natural ones in a way worthy of the 
majeſty of God, and moſt effectual 
to give ſatisfaction to the inquiſitive 


minds of men: I ſay, if all theſe 


characters of a divine original are to 


be found in theſe holy Writings, and 


in none other, then we mult con- 
clude, either that God never vouch- 
ſafed to make any extraordinary Re- 
velation of his will to the world, 
or that the Scriptures which we 


embrace as the word of God are 


that very Revelation. 


I ſhall cloſe up this argument 


with thoſe excellent words of Tatian, 
in his oration to the Greeks, where 
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he gives this account of his con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity*: When TI 
gave my mind, faith he, to a ſerious 
ſearch after truth, it happened that I 
met with books written in a barbarous 
language, which, in reſpect to the 
doctrine contained in them, were much 
older than any writmgs of the Greeks, 
and contained divine truths in oppoſition 
to their errors and ſuperſtitions. And 
T was fully convinced of the truth of 
theſe writings, from the plainneſs and 
unaffettedneſs of the flyle, from the fin- 
cerity of the writers, from the intel. 
higible account they give of the creation 
of the world, from the prophetical 
foreſight they contain of things to 
come, from the excellency of their pre- 
cepts, and becauſe the whole deſign of 


2 [legirozrrs ot T& S αν ouiicy yeaPui, ric. 
iv ru Bugcagmaic, wer ouTiga u. 6 eos 1 
EMU $ypara, gesorgt we wen TYY intirwy 
hay. Kai wo muon Tri, ovriictn, ia T% 
ro M T0 atvPor, x TWy 6, TOvTWY TH GvETTmSeutOny 
nal Tis rd warròg wotow; 73 ib rνν,Ad̃, xa r. 
preAAGrTwy TO Wea wr IO", xa) Tur Taguryyikuarur Th 
iCal, xa Tw wv T0 wwaexiter, Tatian. Orat. 
ad Græcos, u. 46. Edit. Oxon. 
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| thoſe books is to inſiruct men in the 
knowledge and worſhip of the one true 
GC. 

With what reverence and atten- 
tion, with what joy and gladneſs 
ought we then to receive theſe holy 
oracles? not as the words of men, ex- 
tremely liable to error and uncer- 
tainty, eſpecially in matters of the 
greateſt importance, but as they are 
in truth the words of God, the author 
of eternal happineſs, and the only in- 
fallible guide and conductor thither. 
When many withdraw themſelves 
from our Saviour's inſtructions, St. 
Peter thus expreſſed his ſteady adhe- 
rence to his Maſter's words and 
doctrine, Lord, ſaith he, to whom 
ſhould we go ? thou haſt the words of 
eternal life. And we may juſtly ap- 
ply the ſame words to our own caſe, 
to confirm ourſelves in our moſt holy 
faith ; and when we find it attacked 
by the open affaults, or fly inſinua- 
tions, of our modern ſceptics and 
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infidels, this will be a ſufficient reply 
to demand of them, to whom ſhall we 
go? Shall we go to the men of rea- 
fon? But every man is forward to 
think his own reaſun as good as 
his neighbour's; and reaſon , never 
puts on ſo many different ſhapes, as 
when it undertakes to determine 
points of religion. Or ſhall we ap- 
ply ourſelves to the philoſophers for 
greater certainty and better informa- 
tion ? the holy Writings alone contain 
the words of eternal life; a truth which 
the wiſeſt Heathens never arrived to 
a certain knowledge of themſelves, 
much leſs could they give their ſcho- 
lars any ſatisfaction or aſſurance in ſo 
important a point : Learn of me, faith 
our Saviour, for I am meek and 
dowly of heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 
unto your ſouls. Let us learn of him, 
the gentleſt Maſter, and the kindeſt 
Inſtructor, who will have compaſſion 
on our ignorances, and help our 
infirmities, who will ſupply our im- 
Matt. Xi. 29. 
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perfections with his own all-ſufficient 
merits, and reward thoſe good works 
. which he himſelf hath wrought in us, 
with an eternal weight of glory. His 
laws are the light of our eyes, and 
the joy of our hearts; his Goſpel is a 
guide of the blind, an inſiructor of the 
fooliſh, a teacher of babes, a light that 
ſhines in a dark. place, and clears up 
the doubts of our dim reaſon ; and if 
we follow its conduct, will lead us- 
through this vale of miſery into thoſe 
bleſſed regions, where there is light 
and life, and happineſs for evermore. 
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